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wise it is not improbable that LoihI Ckorge Murray's feint, which

threw HawTey off his guard, and prineii^ally l«d to the defeat of

the royal army, might have been foiled. When the attack witt

made by the dans, under cover of broken ground, the king's troops

were preparing their dinner ; and so deficient were Hawley's ar-

rangements, that although he knew his army was in the immediate

vicinity ofan energetic foe, he had no pickets or videttes to watch,

and give timely notice of the approach of the hostile forces. Some
peasants gave the alarm ; the drums hastily beat to arms ; and a

cry arose among the surprised regiments—Where is our general f

A mounted officer was sen^t for him at full speed, with the unex-

pected and unwelcome intelligence, that his army was attacked.

Hawley rushed into the battle without his hat, which was left

behind in the drawing-room of Callender House. With his white

hair streaming in the storm of wind and sleet, which blew direct

in the faces of his soldiers, and favoured by which, the furious

broadsword assault had been made on the English regiments, the

bewildered general vainly endeavoured to rally his broken and

panic-struck battalions. They fled before the clans, with the ex-

ception of three regiments, viz., Barrel's, Ligonier's and the Glas-

gow militia. These bravely stood their ground, and fairly re-

pulsed the attack on that part of the line, besides covering the

retreat. Wolfe was in this action ; and at the head of his com-

pany, in Barrel's foot, behaved with his usual coolness and intre-

pidity.

In the course of Hawley's retreat to Edinburgh, his dragoons

set fire to the fine old Palace ofLinlithgow, the favourite residence

of several of the Scottish monarchs, and the birth-place of the

beautiful and accomplished but much-calumniated Mary Stuart.

Exactly three months after Hawley's defeat, the battle of Cnt-

loden was fought, which crushed the Rebellion, and ruined the

Pretender's cause.

In this memorable action,Wolfe acted as aid-de-oamp to General

Hawley with the cavalry. He seems to have preferred this arm

of the service to the infantry, and so expresses himself in one of

the Glasgow letters, assigning as a reason that he had "good

eyes."


