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{iamenfi and the fecurity if the Proteftant fiicceflion. Ifwe aro

%o proceed: at this rate for another century, we may, which is

natural to ipankirid, admire otirfelves, and our atdiievementst

but every other nation in the world muft have a right to wifh

that an earthquake or a volcano may firft bury both iflands to« -

ge«her in the centre of the globe j that a fingle, but decifire ex-

ertion of Almighty vengeance may terminate the progress aqd

(he remembrance of our crimes.

In the fcal^ ofjuft calculation, the moft valuable commodity^

ttext to human blood, is money. Having made a grofs eftimate

of the deftrui^ion of the former, let us endeavour to compute

the confumption of the latter. The war of 1 689 coft fixty roiK

lions of public money, and at the end of it, the public debt$

amounted to twenty million's, or by another apcoiint^ lo be

feventeen millions and a half; fo that not more than one third

part of the expences were borrowed. In Quefen Anne's war^

forty or fifty millions fterling were alfo funk in the fame martw

ner, befidcs about thirty millions, which were added to th*

former public debt« Very large fnms have fince been abforbed

in other wars, over and above thofe which were placed to the

AatioAal credit. In 1783, by the report of the commHIionets

of public accounts, the total debt* of Britain extended to twb

hundred and ^venty-nin* millions, fix hundred and ninety,

•fight thotifand pounds, though many millions have been paid

off in time of peace, by what is called the finking fund. Hence

we fee, that thisfum ofmm hundred and feventy-nine ntillions is

much inferior to the aftual charges of thefc wars. The total

amount m&y be fixed fomewhere perhaps between four and fix

hundred millions. To this we muft fubjoin the value of fix-

teen or tvftTiXy thouf^tid merchant (hips taken by the enemy.

This diminutive article of fixty or an hundred millions would

have been fafiicient for tiani))oiting and fettling eight or twelve

hundred thoufimd farmers, widi their families, on the banks of
' the Potowmack or the Mifiiffipi, By the ttporc above quoted^^

we learn, that in 1785, the intereft of our public debts ex-

^tK^-Sft,

t Memoirs of Britain 9ndIve^nd}Tol«ii^


