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family connections, exceed any other

family in this section.

The first frame dwelling in Buffalo

<j!rove was erected by Wni. Merritt,

in 1830. This building now stands near

Hon. Z. Aplington's new residence, at

the north end of the town of Polo. The

iirst frame building was a store built by

John D. Stevenson, who brought the first

stock of goods in this section, in 18)};'),

lu LSIJI), .Messrs. Walo.'', Iluiin & Co.

brought aiinrlicr stock in hero.

The tirst blackHinith's anvil ever used in

the Kot;k lliver cuuntry is now iu the

possesaiou of lion. Z. Aplington of Polo,

himself a blacksmith, to whom it was

presented by the venerable John Dixon.

The settlement of the country pro-

gres.'ed but slowly fronj 1837 to 18-1(5.

The land sales occurred in 18-12-0, and

nearly all the money iu eirculalion was

paid out for land. Men were ^selected to

bid oif wUole townships for the settlers,

a:id had an^bouy bid over i|?J.2o [ler acre,

they would have been in imminent danger

of being shot by the pioneers.

The early settlers had mucli diflieulty

with their ehiims. The claims were

made by each one's staking out such land

as hu wanted—as tht! land wiis not yet in

market. A claim committoj was elected,

regulations adopteu for the government

ef the settlors, the clerk of the eommit-

tee keeping a let.ui-d ot' tht; dilferont

elaim.'^ made. The (iovernmeut had sur-

veyed thr land into township.', and the

people subdivided it l\»r themselves. The

liivt com uittee clerk wa« William liling-

wurth, whw was sucorvded by Zei-ias vVp-

lington. The claim committee were often

called upon to remove men who had

"jumped" claims. An old settler re-

lates an amusing story of a claim fight be-

tween V. A. lioguo and F. Cushman on

one side and H. Wales and O. W. Kel-

logg on the other side. Uogue and Cush-

man had drawn a lot of rails to the "dis-

puted territory," intending to fence the

land and thereby secure its possession.

Learning that this had been done, Wales

and Kellogg proceeded to remove the

rails, Kellogg carrying with him a "shil-

lalah." While they were loading up,

IJoguo and Cushman arrived at the scene

of operation. Uogue commenced throw-

inu; the rails off the wasron, while Cush-

man "pitched into" Kellogg and knocked

him down. Wales took up the reins and

•started on a run with his team, liogue fol-

h)wing and throwing oif the rails as last

as he could. Kellogg, as soon as lie was

knoekcd down, promised to leave tins

premises if he should be left alone, lie

started for his coat, whieli was lying on

the gra.s>i near by, beside which lay his

shillaiah. lacking it up, he gave Cush-

man a sound rap over the back. Cush-

man then ran to a pile of rails, and by

flourishing a huge rail about Kellogg,

ended the fight. The cjuarrel about the

claim was finally settled by arbitration.

At the i'l'st session of the Legiblatuvc

held after Jjoe county wr.s separated from

Ogle, a half range of tov.ns was taken

fronj Carroll county and added to Ogle

county on the west.

^York on the Illinois CJentral Railroad

was comuiCiiced in this county in 1852.

An the work progrcs^scd, and the prospect

of itB buiug finished became a certainty,


