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CHAP I to have loaded sledges dragged over n surface so rough

— '

and hilly by the force of rein-deer or dogs,

c . At a recent period, the speculations of Mr Scorcsby
"'•^°'"

^presented more than ordinary claims to attention, as

exhibiting the conclusions of a diligent, accurate, and

scientific observer. Trained from infancy to the navi-

gation of the frozen seas under the direction of his

father, a most enterprising and successful leader, ho

conjoined experience with ingenuity and judgment.

For several years, during the intervals of his Greenland

voyages, he prosecuted a regular course of study at

the University of Edinburgh, whicli, enriching his

mind with liberal attamments, gave a new impulse to

his native genius and ardour. It wa? exceedingly to

be regretted, that any jealousies or official punctilios

should have prevented government from intrusting the

principal command of the Polar expedition to him who

not only proposed it originally, but whoso talents and

science, joined to his activity, perseverance, and enthu-

siasm, afforded assuredly the best promise of its ultimate

success.

Hans Egede, a benevolent enthusiast, formed a plan
iTans Egede.

pf reclaiming the natives of Greenland from the errors

of Paganism. After various ineffectual attempts, he

at last procured by subscription, in Denmark, the sum
of £2000, with which he purchased a vessel, and carried

his family and forty settlers to Baal's River, in the
Baals river, q^^^ degree of north latitude, where he landed on the

3d of July 1721. He was afterwards appointed mis-

sionary, with a small salary, by the Danish govern-

ment, which occasionally granted some aid to the colony.

During his stay, which lasted till 1736, he laboured with
great zeal m his vocation. In 1757, the year before his

death, he printed his Description of Greenland, in the
Danish language, at Copenhagen. A translation of that
work, much improved and enlarged, with useful addi-
tions by the editor, contains valuable information, tinged
with a large portion of credulity.

It is remarkable that two centuries of extreme ac-


