
that it filled in three hmiri and then sunk. The time occupied in Rii

filling four times, was therefore a day. To rectify it to the diange of

time in winter, when tho dnyti are •borter,it was covered internally

with wax, that the wator might tho sooner subside from it.

This diyision of tho day into hours, at this early period, is also seen

from the prescriptions of tho Talmud, having reference to the due
time for the reading of the vr:u> Deut., vi 4, 10, &c, and the riToy nr

Eighteen Blessing!*, which wo will here sot down. The time for

roMinff the Shemantf m ntatcd in the Shulchan Aruch (chap. 68
jj^ 1)

to be from that early part oftho morn when one ia able to recognise a
well known companion at a distance of about four amoth ; ana its time

may be prolonged until the ttiird hour of tho day (tf o'clock) which is

a fourth part thereof.* It is recommended, however, to read it at

sunrise, like the ancient pious ; while to defer doing so until 10 o'clock,

is to lose the merit of punctuality. The time fur reading th« morn-
ing frailer, including tho Aniidah, according to the same authority

(chap. 89 8 1.) commences with sunrise and lasts till the end of the

4th bour, nO o'clock,) which ia'a third part of the day. fThe time

for the adaitional atrviec is immediately after the morning service

;

and though this prayer ought not to be delayed until after one o'clock,

it is permitted to rend it all day. The time for the afternoon prayer
is (B. A. chap. 283 § 1) from afjcr tho O^th hour (half past 8) until

night,which ia styled Mincliah Ketauah or Lesser Minchah, according

to R. Jehudah, until nmun aba which is until a quarter before the

11th hour, ^whilo Mhicha Oedotah, or the Greater Mincha is from
half past twelve, till half post three. From the Uagab or Gloss on
this passage, founded on Maimonides, Hilchot Tephilah, we learn that

these hours are to be reckoned in accordance with the length or

shortness of the days at particular seasons. A long as well as

short day is divided for ecclesiastical purposes, into 1 2 parts or hours,

and by this rule have Israel's sages ever been guided. For secular

purposes, the day was reckoned from 6 A.M. till 6 P.M. in contradis-

tinction to the ecclesiastical day which was O'aaian riKV ly inttn nhvn
from morning dawn until the appearance of the stars. The
time for the Evening prayer is from the appearance of the sta:?

until midnight, though in emergent cases it may be read till the next

morning dawn. From the above, some authors have distinguished

the Jewish hours, Ist, as tsssxa, of which the day contained 12: and
2d, as QUKATER, ofwluch the day contained four, each of these four con-

taining three lesser hours, which latter they sty}eday hours, and the

greater they call Temple or prayer hours. In Neuemiah ix, 3 we

.Dvn rm \^^rtm n\v^ 'j *]id "Mi njot ^wdji

Dvn tt^»^» \^^T^m nir» 't *iid nr *•* nonn ^ir\ or f

min» 'iSi |jaiV n^»Vn nr rhvthy nvnoi mr» *toD %
•run ion nvw *« ^^o nr «in» nnJon a^D ir
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