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to sustain the cares of government, and therefore their uncle

Caswallaun, or Cassibeliaunus, succeeded to the kingdom. He

was a brave and magnificent prince, so that his fame reached

to distant countries.

Cassi-bel-lau'nus.

About this time it happened that Julius Cresar, having subdued

Ciaul, came to the shore opposite Britain. And having resolved

to add this island also to his concpiests, he prepared ships and

transported his army across the sea, to the mouth of the river

Thames. Here he was met by Cassibellaun, with all his forces,

and a battle ensued, in which Nennius, the brother of Cassibel-

laun, engaged in single combat with Ca,'sar. After several furi-

ous blows given and received, the sword of Cnesar stuck so fast

in the shield of Nennius that it could not be pulled out, and, the

combatants being separated by the intervention of the troops,

Nennius remained i)Ossessed of this trophy. At last, after the

greater part of the day was spent, the Britons poured in so fast

that Caesar was forced to retire to his Heet. And finding it use-

less to continue the war any longer at that time, he returned to

Gaul.

"The fam'd Cassibelan, who was once at point

(O, giglot fortune I) to master Ciusar's sword,

Made Lud's town with rejoicing fires bright,

And Britons strut with courage."—CVMBELINE.

ith

led

Ithe

;ts.

of

10-

red

k-as

Ihe

is,

ith

Cym'be-line.

Caesar, on a second invasion of the island, was more fortunate.

Cymbeline, the nephew of the king, was delivered to the Romans
as a ho.stage for the faithful fulfilment of the treaty, and, being

carried to Rome by Caesar, he was there brought up in the Roman
arts and accomplishments. Being afterwards restored to his

country, and placed on the throne, he was attached to the Ro-
mans, and continued through all his reign at peace with them.

His sons, Guiderius and Arviragus, who make their appearance

in Shakespeare's play of Cymbeline, succ (^^eded their father, and,

refusing to pay tribute to the Romans, brought on another inva-

sion.

" There he many Gvsars

Kre such ano'.her Julius. Britain is

A world hy itself; and we will nothing pay

For wearing our own noses."
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