
1

THE HISTORY OF CANADA. [1779

»

the Indians to the terms they, saw proper to exact, and so 
deprive Canada of their support. Only by being able 
to keep the field successfully could the province hope to
retain them in their alliance. On all sides there were
indications that their attachment to the British cause was 
becoming less, notwithstanding the numerous sums expended 
to retain them : an impression the more unsatisfactory that it 
was feared the next operations would be against the upper 
posts. The troops of congress in possession of the Ohio and 
the Wabash offered a threatening attitude to Detroit, and 
every exertion would be necessary to keep the upper country 
in possession. What more immediately caused anxiety to 
Haldimand was the threatened invasion ; and from the infor­
mation he received it might be looked for the following year 
as a counterpoise to the losses experienced in the south. The 
province was indifferently supplied with provisions, and at the 
end of November he had written expressing his disappoint­
ment at the non-arrival of the store-ships. The difficulty of 
defence lay in the extent of frontier. Thus, if Carleton-island 
were taken, Niagara and Detroit could make no defence, for 
they were furnished with provisions until the commencement 
offspring only, and the supplies were forwarded from Carleton- 
island.

The province was likewise threatened by an expedition 
from Missisquoi bay. In such a case it would have been a 
repetition of the march of Montgomery, Montreal being the 
objective point. Saint John’s being taken, and the attempt 
would have been made with a powerful force, Montreal could 
oppose no resistance, and, as a consequence, the western posts 
would have been forced to surrender from dread of famine. 
Haldimand saw that the key to the situation was Saint 
John’s, and that a strong well-provided garrison was necessary 
for its defence. He asked for reinforcements to carry out 
this policy ; and also, that he might hold Oswego in suffi­
cient strength. In view of victualling the western posts, 
Haldimand had submitted to the council the necessity of 
determining, arbitrarily, the price of wheat and flour. Such
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