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I.

Uiuler the iriHiU'iuM' of a tempi^rary (U'liumd for coal in the

United States, xevoral mines were opened lietween Macean and

the Joj:j;,'ins ; l»nt th«>v wt're ahandoned as soon as tlie necessity

ceaseil that ( ille<l them into o[)(ration.

When, hov.'over, tli<' lon;,^ dreamt of Intercohmial Railway

wasopeiu'd throu^^di tlie centre of tlie field, a fresh and more last inj^j

jnipi'tus wasj^iven to the coal trade. A lai'^^e and Hourishin;^ ndne

was oj)en«Ml at Sprinj^hill, throii^di the ener^^y of s me merchants

of St. .Fohn, who have been well rewanh'd for their enterprise in

takini,^ h(tl<l of a property which was rejecte(l hy the ]M'oj)le of

Halifax. The demand for fuel at the liondonderrv iron works

has led to the openin;^ of another colliery, and other pi-o]ieities

are heinjif prepared to meet the revival of business in tlu' ndiieral

we are now considerinjjf.

In view of this encouraifini; state of affairs, it may not prove

uninteresting to you to learn not only what pro;.;ress in d«'veloj)-

ment has been already eflrcted, hut to consider what additional

stores of mineial wealth may he contained in the <listrict treated

of in this paper.

The key to thi' general stiucture of the Cumherland coal field

is found at tln' Jo^^iiins, presented in a beautiful and unbroken

section of the various divisions of the carboniferous system. This

has been carefully studied and mimitely described by Dr. Dawson

and the late Sir Charles Lvell, and I shall n'fer to it so far as

may be necessary to show its bearin;j^ on the distribution of the

prcductive measures over a district 25 niiles in len^dh. On re-

ferriii'^ to Dawson's " Acadian (Jnolouv," we will find the .b)mfins

coal-m'>asures l>ounded above (ijeologically speakinj^) by a .set of

massive sandstones (th" upper coal measures), and below by a

sei'ies of sandstones, urits an<l coni,domeratos (the Millston*' *xrii).

These nn.ssive covers, like the pastelioard of the book-binder's

art, serve not to hide, but to preserve the material contained be-

tween them. The followin<.>- sunnnary, in descending,' order, will

show tlie relative tliickness of these gi*eat layers of setliments :

riM'EU COAL iMEAKUHES.

Upper part ()5() feet.

Lower " lh()7 "

22G7 feet.


