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orj^aiiiziitioii. Duriiij; tlu; year 1898 there weiT r»l(i tanners" clubs in

oj)eratit»ii. One can he cstahlislied in each parish or township. A cluh

has seven direetors. Its object is to promote improvement in a-ri

culture and horticulture, (I) l>,v lioldin^' meetinj^s for discussion ;iih1

for hearing lectuieson subjects connected with tiie tlieory ami piactict'

of improved husbandry: (2) by promotin<;' tiie circulation of a^niciil

tural papers; (3) by ott'erinj;' prizes oi- essays on questions of theorei km!

or i)iactical a<;ri<;ulture: {\) by importinj;, or othciwise procuring;,

animals of sui)erior breeds, lu'w varieties of plants and 2;rain,an(I seeds

of the best l<ind; (."•) by oij;ani/.in<; ]>Io\vinj;' matches, com])etiti()ii.s

res])ectin;4' standing;' crops and the l)est cultivated farms; (0) by pio.

euriiij- books, leviews, ami ne\vsi»apers treatinjjf of ajiricultiiral sub-

jects for the use of their nuMubers; (7) by i)roun)ting and favorin^i'

experiments in faruung, manure, and improved agricultural maciiiiM ly

and imple ..cnts.

The .loiirnal of Agriculture. i)ublished t\vic(^ a moiitli l)y tiie dejiait

meiit of agriculture in both I'higlish and French, is sent to e\ei\

meiid>er of a club. The Journal penetrates now into every region n\

the Province. .Many of those clubs liave several nu'etings every xcnr,

in ordei' to hear lectures and discussions on agricultural subjects. \'\\a

lecturers aie employed by the department to give lectures before tliusc

clubs. Other lecturers also visit those associations, besides tlic salary

of the oflicial lecturers, there is a vote of .*.'{,(>(»(> to pay the tra\'elin;;

expenses of those le(,'turers. The salary of eai^h lecturer is ><l,(iiiii ^

year. The annual grant given by the Provincial government to each

clul» is from 8-o to $")(!, according to the nundx'i' of members, i'lif

total amount paid last yeai' was 811),54l!.71. Tiu> number of their ineiii

bars was 4(>.!l!>.'l; they subscribi'd 8.">1,<*''>T.8"». In 18S7 they sjiejil tin

agricultural purposes 8''^o,747.!)-J.

The lectures given iiefore the farmers' clubs are popular am! well

attended. The institutes or meetings are generally under the auspice^

of the farmers' cdubs; sonietlnies the lecturers will hold meetings ei

farmers in a parish or township where there is no club, but, in •-luli

cases, the organization is not so good and the nu'ctings are not sn well

attended. The ol'licial lecturers liohl every yeai' about !.'(»(» or ;>(H' meet

ings of farmers. .Many clul)s hear lectures from persons not einpliycd

by the department. There ai'e many lectures given every \e;ir Vs

lioman Catholic priests who take an interest in agriculture. Tin e\isi

enee and usefulness of nniny clubs are due to some of these iiiicsts.

The annual progrannne adopted by each club must be api)roved hytlic

commissioner of agriculture.

RHODE ISLAND.

18!>1. No speeilic api»ropriation. About 10 institutes wciv licM

during the year at an average cost of about .*<4()cach. These wen hold

under the auspieces of the State board of agriculture. For a l( v win-


