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8 BRITISH EMPIRE LEAGUE.

WHERE SAFETY AND FREEDOM LIE.

.

If we Canadians desire to be free and safe it must be in,,
that empire to which we are attached by every tie, and®o
which we must be ready to give our strength for the common
defence, if we expect the enormous reserve force of that
empire to be at our back if our life as a free people should
ever be threatened. (Applause.)

It is necessary, therefore, for the prosperity and safety
of all the parts, that the United Kingdom, India,
Aust-rlilasia., South Africa and Canada s]mul(# all be
firmly united so as to show a square front to any enemies that
may attack us. This is the object of our league; to secure the
permanent unity of the empire; and with the extmordfﬁary
development of nations and of military progress in them, our
empire must also, if it desires security, be ready in every part
to pay for that security and be ready to defend it. (Hear,
hear.)

In past ages the wars between nations have been carried on
by moderate sized armies, while the great bulk of the people
attended to their usual business, except where interrupted in
the actual theatre of war. For a thousand years wars had
been conducted upon that principle, until the French Revolu-
tion, when in 1793, being threatened with invasion by com-
bined Europe, 1,300,000 men were conseripted in France, to
defend her frontier. This was the first example of a nation
almost taking up arms to defend herself. It changed the
organization of armies; but later, under Napoleon, the nation
returned more nearly to the old system of regular armies. In
1870 and since, however, the revolution in military defence in
most civilized countries except our own has been completed.
Now in France, Germany and Russia the whele people prac-

tically are trained for war. The war footing of the army in
France is about 4,000,000 and some thousands of field guns;
in Germany just about the same; in Russia the army on a war
footing is said to be 3,400,000; Austria has a war strength of
2,750,000. As these forces in these countries are all organ-
ized, and arms, equipment and field guns ready, it will be
seen that never before in history were such enormous military
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