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Gentlemen :—Before describing the treatment of the deformity

wbif'i I am to speak of to-night, I slionld like to give you a short

account of the development of the face, for all the congenital deformi-

ties met with are due to an arrest of this development at an early

period of fcetal life. A study of embryology is of great assistance to

the surgeon in enabling him to acc(junt for many of the congenital

conditions he not infrequently meets with.

Pr. ^toft.- Globular extremity of the medial nasal process.

3/.r.—Maxillaary arch. ^

il/».—Mandibular arch.

//^.(/.—Hyoidean arch.

/<»*.—First branchial arch.

Development.—At a very early period of fo'tal life a series of clefts

(branchial) appear on the side of tlu; cephalic extremity, separated by

rods of tissue called branchial or (jill arches. The clefts conmiunicate

with the alimentary canal. The tir.st branchial cleft is between the

mandibular and hyoid arch(;s. The mandibular arch which is after-

wards developed largely into bone is divided into the superior

and inferior maxillary portions. The two sides of the inferior max-

illary portion early unite to form ^he lower jaw, but interposed

between the two superior maxillary portions is the fronto-nasal pro-


