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sleeps is tast sleel) mn the cermetery of Notre
Damne of Ottawa. Ali that war, mortal of hlmi
has cteseended forever into the night of that
hoty ground w herein are planted the crosses,
remninders of eternat hope. Death, hwvr
has flot taken hlmn entirely. The bosoni of God
bias recoived lus soul, renom-n has clainied his
Dame. to be perpetuated to distant ages. the
hearts of his etwcutye pwously cherish
bis mernory. and.his work belongs to the judgt-
ment of history.

I place these heautiful words in Hansard,
flot only as a-tribute to the illustrîous dead,
but -as an evidence, conïing from an op-
posing journal, that Sir Wilfrid Laurier hias
always comnanded the admiration of both
political friends and opponents; and, to
sun Up fli whole thought, 1 will add that
lie ivas a great citizen, a great patriot, a
great statesitian, and a great-bearted Mn.

Hon. JULES TESSIER: Honourable
gentlemen, nîay I be allowed, as a repre-
sentative of the district of Quebec, to
express the sentiments of great sorrow feit
by our population on the occasion of the
death of Sir WVilfrid Laurier? It must be
rememibered that il, was in Quebec, in our
provincial legislature, that hie made blis
début in 1871. He inediately won the
favour of the public, and the old parliainen-
tariaiis predicted a brilliant future for hini.
1 remnember hearing hisui at that time an-
nouncing in eloquent ternis the progressive
policy hie desired to see adopted for his
province. In another speech, which at-
tracted a great deal of attention, he asked
for the abolition of the systein of dual
mandate, because hie thoughit that in
occupying seats in the provincial legisia-
tures, Federal leaders were exercising an
influence whîicli was prejudicial to the
independence of titose bodies. His proposai
met with success, and since that tixne Sir
Wilfrid Laurier lias always been the friend
and champion o! provincial autonorny, and
hie hias proved it on several occasions,
especially wbien lie decided to augment the
Federal1 subsidies granted to the various
provinces of Confederation.

In 1877, wben his old eleetors of Drum-
mond and Artliabaska committed the great
error of refusing to re-eiect him, a huge
delegation of the citizens of Quebec went
to Artbabaska an(l invited hlm- to corne to
Quebec and stand for election. There was
a bitter contest, but it resuited in a great
triumiph for Sir Wilfrid. Silnce that time
hie hias been the faitlifui representative of
our city, and hias identified himself so
intintatel1y w iti our population that ail of
the fainilles o! Quebec consider him as
one o! tîmeir own. Iu al the homes you
nîay sce bis portrait, and lie bias a large
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place iii the lieartý of 'thte citizens. In no
,part of Canada is lis deatb more keenly
feit titan in Quebee. iviiere ex'crybody loved
Iiiii, and, as a Qtmehec citizen, I could nôt
-Ict titis day pass w ithout joining wvitil Ille
otîter lioîtourable gentlemecn who htave
spolkon lu bidding Itimu a last farewveil.

Hou. ROBERT WVATSON (Portage la
Prairie) : Honourable gentlemen, as one
of the old guard who surrounded Sir Wil-
frid Laurier in the early eigbties, I may
perliaps be aliowed to add a few words of
tribute to our deceased leader.

Wlien 1 first arrived in Ottawa for my
parliamrentary duties, 1 was quite a young
muan, representing a constitu-ency in the
new province o! Manitoba. 1 was. elected
riot as a Liberal nor as a Conservative: I
was elected in a struggle for , provincial
riglits. Upon tny arrival in Ottawa, there
wss some doubt as to tîme side of the House
on which 1 should sit. I was flot bere very
long before I discovered where tbe true
advoceates of pîrovincial rights were to be
!ouild. The Liberal party, led at that
tinte by the Hon. Edivard Blake and bis
firat lieutenant, Sir Wiifrid Laurier, were
fighting the battie of provincial rights, and
1 found in tiiose momn the best !riends of the
cause I supported. In !act, Sir Wiifrid
Laurier has largely devoted bis life te that
principle. He took it up early in life and

naintaineti it te the end.
1 weli remenîber in 1887, when the late

Hon. Edward Blake retired on account
of ilîness, it becaine necessary for the
Liberal party to elect a leader. Though
the Frencli members of the bouse of -Coin-
mmoils were in a mtmitority in the Liberal
party, yet Sir Wilflid Laurier, becaus-e of bis
comimanding ability, lus inany talents, bis
attractive personality, and bis general
worth, wbich bie bad amiply displayed as
the lieutenant of 2Mr. Blake, was selected.
The leadership was in tact -forced upon
himi by the Englishi-speaking inajority in
the caucus, anI lie very râetantly ac-
cepted it. It is not necessary for utie to
reter te the brilliant success witb w1iiclî
bie lias filied tlîat position. I remieniber
particulariy in the troublous timiies ini tbie
nineties, wben questiotns arose wbicb
tbreatened to tear Confederation apart, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier's comnitand over blis toi-
]owers in the House always resulted in
wise and sane conclusions.

Tbe universal sorrow at the deatb o! Sir
Wilfrid Laurier lias been expressed net only
by bis own tellow-countrynîen of ail shades
of politics and ail slîades of religion, but
by people ef uîany otber nationis, and fron


