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good to us ! The abundant barv'est lias <lone portance of the country, to preseut its ad-
mucli for the industrions liusbaîidran who vantages and to makze known more wideiy
tiiied the fields, and it lias been a booil and its attractiveness as a home for millions ln
a biessing te ail our people. the older countries wlio are iooking for one

The increase iii the trade of Canada in which their condition would lie improved.
during some years past is inideed renîark- The present means of access to niucl tbe
able and it is, to inost of us. 1 would largest and perbiaps most valuable part of
like to think it will lie to all of us, our Nortliwest is nlot suflicient to provide
gratifying f0 notice that a great stride tor the incoming tliousands of settlers. Nor
in the tra'le 0f this country was made !in- do tlîey afford anything iike sufficieut trans-
mediafely atfer the goverumiient of Sir Wii- liortatioui facilities for flie grain and other
frid Laurier assumed office. Tlîat growtb products of the vast areas now being openi-
%a;1 not epîîîi llui 1w., ntnu. ed up and scttled. This makes it Imperatively

over a period of six or seven years, and it jiiccssary tlîat furtber avenues of transpor-
Is already apparent tliat the returiîs for the talion slîouldl be opeuicd up witli ail possible
curreuit year when hrouglit down will show speed, for the îmrpose of bringing to tiie
a stili furtlier marked advancc. The immi- miarkets of tlie world tiirougli our onsea-
gration pollcy wbich was inaugurated by ports the produets of the west as weii as
the goverument sliorfly after it cime into for the developiînent and settiement of largc
office lias becîî successfulinl attracting flic tra-cts of the nider provinîces.
experieiîced farmers of the middle and ýwest- To judge of a country, its condition and
erni states of flis continent to the ricli progrcss, If is not enough t0 look af ifs
prairie lands of 'Manitoba and tho Noitliwest statesmeii. its ecaonlor scientifie insti-
Territories of Canada, wherc millions of tutions. ifs situation and natural advant-
acres bear festimony f0 flie superior pro. ages, but we sliould also look at the means
ductiveness of the soil as couipared witli of col',munlici'tion it Possesses. af h flic enus
rnything heretofore kaown. aîfforded flie people to exeliange commo-

If bias been the great opportunify dities. t0 expert their surplus produets anîd
aud priviiege of Sir Wilfrid Laurier te iîîtercliange thouglîts and ideas. Tue
more flan of any other Canadiain railway is an essential requisite f0 a tlirifty.
tce direct the attention of Britain and Peaceful aîîd prospereus country sncb as
ftle British empire, and tlirougli thein, ours. It is tlie forerunuer of populion. If
the oflier countries of Europe f0 the grew- Is the pioneer of enterprise ;enferprise pro-
iug importance of Canada and ifs nafural vides emloynîenf, and emI)ioynient begets
1esources. We wl recail fliaf at the dia- prosperify.
moud jubulee of 1897 lie was a distiîîguislied The Canadian people believe iii fliir
figure. Af the varions meetings whicblich Counfry. Tliey bave faitl inl tlim-
was invited f0 addrcss tliroughout England sclves and la tbeir ability to develop the
and Scofiand lie was able to bring before resources of tlieir country, and tbcy bave
the people of the old ]and the Important confidence lu thie govcrnmuent securing for
progrcss whidli fhis counfry was making. flie peopie flic full benefif f0 be gaincd by
Lafer bytfli adoption 0f flic tariff providing thle eariy con struction and compietion of tlie
for Brifish prefercace, again af thc Coron. new Transcontinental Raiiway.
atioîî of His Mosf Gracions 'Majcsfy fhe Tue Canadian people therefore wlll lic gind
KCing, and af flic colonial conference whicli f0 know fliat there is no longer aur obisfacle
followcd subsequcnfly, lic was cnabicd f0 f0 flic lîiediafe prosecufion of fliaf work,
empliasize fthe importance of our preferea- 1 ad fiîey will wclcomc flic assurance of flic
fiai tariff fe British frade and aise fo eall work bcing donc f0 meef ftie pressing ne-
attenfion f0 flic advanfagc f0 bc gaincd by ccsslfy whicli will ecd ycar be more and
greater communify of înfercst ln colonial moire feif for flic dcvelopmcenf and progress
as weli as imperlaI Inferests for thc sake Of flic counfry.
of, and flic benefit and advantage of flic Seward, flic greaf Âmcrican statesman, on
wliolc empire. The nafural effcct lias liccu one occasion, spcaking of Canada, said:
f0 bring Canada, ifs resoure, ifs producfs I sce ln nritish Ame'rica a region vast
and ifs manufacturers f0 flhc notice of fthc enougli f0 coutain an empire. Its immense

wheatfields. Chains of mountains. Great ira-
-tyboic civilized world, f0 enliance fleic u- terways. Inexhaustible forests. The rlchest of


