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Motion (Mr. McLarty) agreed to, and bill
read the third time and passed, on division.

[Mr. Mackenzie XKing.]

23, consideration of the motion of Mr. Mitchell
for the second reading of Bill No. 5, to provide
for the reinstatement in civil employment of
individuals who enlist for service in his
majesty’s forces or who perform essential war
employment.

Mr. J. R. MacNICOL (Davenport): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to take advantage of this
opportunity of congratulating the Minister of
Labour (Mr. Mitchell) upon having risen from
the ranks of labour to his present high posi-
tion, in which I wish him every success. He
follows in the footsteps of distinguished men
in his office; in fact I believe no less a person
than the present Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) was the first Minister of
Labour and had the honour of organizing the
department. That is a mark for the new
minister to keep in sight.

As one who for years served with many
hundreds and thousands of working men,
many of whom served in the first world war
and many of whose sons and grandsons are
serving in the present war, I not only rise to
support this bill, but I will support any other
bill that may be introduced providing for the
reestablishment or rehabilitation of our
soldiers on completion of their service. For
yvears I was associated with working men and
shared their joys and sorrows. I experienced
with them their satisfaction at having full-
time employment with reasonable working
conditions and adequate wages, to all of which
the workers are entitled. I experienced with
them their grief and distress when they and
their families had to suffer through unemploy-
ment. Naturally any bill that has for its
object the provision of employment will have
my support; and while this bill does not by
any means go far enough to suit me, at least
it is a step in the right direction. I hope that
what I and others who take part in this
debate may say will encourage the minister
to go further, if not in this bill then perhaps
in other measures. As I have said, the
minister has risen from the ranks of labour,
as I did; he has been a union man, as I was, in
my early days having belonged to a transport
union. I am confident that his mind is sympa-
thetic to improving the conditions of our
working men, and as a rule, though not always,
our soldiers are working men.

Everyone is not in accord on this bill.
Recently I read two articles in which the
writers took this house to task for proposing




