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thousands, if not millions, of dollars a year,
and we mnight be in a position to make some
real progress. It is ail the more necessary
because we are face te, face with a lot of
very serious financial problerns. Recorn-
mendal ions have~ been made by sorne members
of this House frorn time to tirne during the
last few years in regard to what might be
called new methods of finance. The Acting
MVinister (Mr. Robb) and the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Fielding) before him have in
general ri(licllled tbese suggestions. I amn net
geing te say now that ail of the suggestions
are wise aed practical, but I do submit to
the minister thagt there ought te be some
effort madle te study them. We should net
simiply clismiss them scornfully with a con-
temptueus wave cf the hand. as though they
wete unworthy cf censideration. It is quite
possible that we may discover very valuable
help ced vety great assistaace in connection
with our financing in soýme of these newer
metheds. but as I scid there is cbsolutely
nobedv in the Depcrtrnent cf Finance, se far
as I can find eut, who is at aIl competent
te inve4tigate these particular matters. I
appeal. in conclusion, te the minister te con-
sidet the propriety of appeintieg. or attach-
ina_ te the denatrent ie an advisory capa-
citY, a mac who bhas seme such qualifications
as the present Dominion Statistician.

Mr. iROBB: 1 sbeuld like te say at once
that I have ne pretenqion- te havina the
financiai qualifications of my hon. friend from
Brant (Mt. Geod), net arn I prepared te
discuss the Department cf Agriculture with
him. ber-use I am told that he is just as geod
an agriculturist as bhe is an eceuomist. But
I wish t e repeaf again what I said a few
moments ao: From m *v experience within

tho ~ ~ ~ ~ .dptm tiim udigment the present
Deputy Minister cf Finance is an excellent
public servant. and 1 hope he will remain
in the service fer many years. We have
asseeciaterl witb the~ departrnent anany other
excellent officers. mec cf avide expetionce, whc
take as keen an ýinterest in the affairs cf the
country as if thev were their own. I recegnize
the abilities of the Dominion Statistician. 1
was in that, department for seme years, and
I know that he is a good officer. I have ne
doubt aise that there are many good officers
throughout many cf the depcrtments, but,
leoking ever the acceunts as tbey comne befoe
me and scrutinizing them through the Treasuty
board, I arn bouud te sýay that sonae of the
departmnents te which my hon. friend bas
referred I do net look up te as departments
of econemy.

[Mr. Good.]

Mr. GOOD: The clinister really cannot
have understood me properly. I do net wish
te reflect, and I -arn net reflecting upen the
integrity, ability, or certain other qualifica-
tions cf the deputy minister, but I submit
this: that the minister himself would neyer
a.sk him to give an opinion on a matter of
minerclogy or on a matter cf medical or
surgical science; he bas net studied those
matters. I arn not blaming him. But in
financiai matters nowadays, particularly under
present conditions in Canada, we need the
advice of men of a different type from those
we have. I arn net saying anything agaicst
tbe deputy minister in bis capacity as a f aith-
fui executive efficer, but I do say that, se, far
as I can find eut, he bas nlot the qualifications
that are aecessary te give sound advice in
many matters cf urgent importance.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Would the hon. member
describe the kind cf man be bas in mind that
would be ceeded for the department? I hope
he will do se without tee plainly referring
te himself or myseif.

Mr. GOOD: I may say very frankly that
I certcicly have ne ambitions, or qualifica-
tiens either se far as that is concerned; I
neyer dreamed cf anything cf that kind. But
may I state this te the minister and the right
hon. leader cf the opposition (Mr. Meighen) :
a ceuple cf years cýge I discussed this matter
with two government officiais who occupy very
prominent positions in the service at the present
time, and wbe, by reason cf their previeus
training, were, I tbink, competent te give an
opinion on this point, acd both cf them-I do
net want te mention their cames because their
opinions wete given te me in confidence-
expressed themse&ves very strocgly in regard
te this particular situaçtion. As 1 say they
are mec cf the highest standing in the gev-
ercment service, se I arn net relying wholly
on mny own opinion.

Mr. ROSS (Kicgston) : Would my hon.
friend say xvhat the traicing cf these officiais
was witbout givicg their cames?

Mr. GOOD: That might lead te their
identification. I think perhaps I have said
ecougli.

Mr. MEIGEIEN: Perhaps the minîster has
received by this time some particulars as
te where the money was applied list year.

Mr. ROBB: I have net that befere me yet
but I will get my right hon. friend a state-
ment.

Mr. MEIGHEN: For this evening?


