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the Belgian and German treaties, and also
with particular refereuce to the views on
preferential trade which are sometimes ex-
pressed by bhon. gentlemen on the other
side of the House. In order to show the
views which the Government entertained
last year on that subject, I had taken the
liberty of quoting a passage from my owl
speech. It had been represented occasion-

ally—and my right hon. friend the Prime;

Mipister had been particularly attacked on
that score—that the Governimnent of Canada,
in return for concessions granted to Great
Britain, could and should have obtained cer-
tain prefereptial advantages in the Britieh
mavket. I had quoted from my remarks
of last session to show that the view which
the Government entertained of that ques-
tion was that, owing to the strong opinioun
known to pravail in the mother country on
the guestion of protective duties generally,
Iut particularly on the question of pretec-
tive duties affecting articles of food, there
was no reasonable ground for believing
that any such preferential terms could have
been obtained in the British market.

Whar was it that moved the British public
as the British public had never been moved
before by a ceclonial legislative enactment ?
It was that the Governicent and@ Parlia-
went of Canada, not demanding impossible
conditions, not asking things which they
knew or should know the British public were
not prepared to grant, not raising auny de-
mand of an unreasonable character, not try-
ing to have any huckstering or bargairing In
the transaction, but in a free and generous
spirit, in recognition of tre liberal man-
sier in which England has always treated
her colonies, had not beem content to talk
prefercuntiali trade, but had acted prefer-
eptiai trade. It was because Canada had
thrown opea the door, and had declared
that at every custom-house, from ocean to
ocean, the goods of the mother country
should be admitted on terms of prefer-
ential trade. 1t was when that step was
taken that the great heart of the English
people was moved on this subject; and
go, when the moment arrived when the Im-
perial authorities were obliged by the terms
of ithe German and Belgian treaties to de-

clave that they were not at liberty to ac-!

cept the conditions of preferential trade
_ which we offered—when the English people
found that Canada had opened the door
of her custom-houses in {he manner I have
described, and that by the conditicns of
those treaties the Imperial Government were
obliged to close the door and refuse the
offer—then the British people understood.
as they had never understood before, the
true character of those treaties, and thus
there was secured the pukiic opinion which
enabled Her Malesty’s Government to take
the step from which in former years they
had been obliged to shrink. I pointed out
€ir. that if we had simply failed to sustain
our ground with respect to the spplication
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of the Belgian and German treaties, that
thie reciprocal character of our tariff en-
titled us to claim that the treaties did not
apply, and that had been the whole story.
there would have been some ground for
thhe claim of hon. gentlemen opposite that
cur tariff policy in that respect had not
been a success. But when we were able
to show, as a direct and immediate resuilt
of the step which Canada had taken, that
the denunciation of those treaties, which
had been sought by the colonies for so long
a time without success, was brought about,
then I say the Government of Canada bhad
a splerdid vindication of the policy they had
pursued on that question. We all know,
Sir, with what joy the view taken by the
Government of Canada was received by the
English people. We know that while the
Government of Canada was backed up, and
promptly backed up, by the action of the
sister colonies, it was backed up still more
strongly by British public opinion . and but
for that public opinion, which I claim was
the direct outcome of the Canadian policy
itself, those Belgian and German treaties
would net have been denounced dswn to the
present moment.

I have spoken of the effe:t of the Belgian
and German treaties om our movement for
preferential trade; and now I must say
something with regard to another class of
treaties, those commoniy called favoured-
nation treaties. Great Britain has treaties
with many nations, containminz what is called
the favoured-nation clause, by the terms of
which it is declared that if at any time
Great Britain should grant te any third
power any commercial advauuages, she shall
be oblige@ to grant those advabtages like-
wise to the contracting power. When, there-
fore, by the action of Her Majesty’'s Gov-
ernment, it was determined that the Belgian
snd Germwan treaties must apply te Can-
ada, and that we must admit Belgian and
German goods on ierms as favourable as
the goods of England, then it followed that
by the terms of the favoured-nation treaties.
we were obliged to concede like advanp-
tages to every one of the nations which had
a treaty of that kind with the mother coun-
try. I have here a statement showing the
several countries which have been brought
under the operation of the Capadian prefer-
entjal tariff :

Countri>s admitted by the reciprocal character
of their tariff : New Scutk Wales, British India,
Netherlands, Japan.

Countries admitted under the Belglan and Ger-
mean treati=s : Belgium and Germany.

Countries admitted under the favoured-nation
treaties : France, Algeria and the French Col-
onies ; Argentina, Austria, Hungary, Bolivis,
Columbla, Denmark, Persia, Russia, Sweden and
Norway, Tunis, Venszuela, Switzerland, Liberla,
Moroceo, Salvador, South African Republic,
Tonga, Spain.

The case of France, Algeria and the French
colonies was governed by our own KFranco-
Canadian Treaty, which had, of course,
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