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the statement made that the fault lies at his door to a greater servatives were gazetted and hardly any of the Reforners.
extent even than the faults applicable to himself in the way 0f course, we know there is snob a thing as the doctrine of
of gazetting, namely, the fault of making an erroneous chance, but the doctrine ofehànce applied to 180 cases with
return, 1 do not charge him with that more than the cir- these resuits proves to yon thore is more than chance in the
cumstances would imply, but is it not the fact that these maLter. No man *ith a grave face can say--
returning officers were competent on the 9th of March to Mr. BOWELL. The chances were against you.
give in their returns, and should their returns not have
reached the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery earlier than the
3lst of March ? Does not that demand enquiry? dice were Ioaded.
Yet the hon. gentleman's motion proposes to wave Mr. MILLS. And by the Firpt Minister.
that away as a matter of no consequence, as
a matter to which there is to be no remedy or application Mr. BLAKE. No man cau say that the law waî inca.
of the power of this House, with the view of enquiring into pabie of beiug observed eut of seventy-eight cases on the
the causes which led to this apparent misconduct. Theoeside, while it was quite capable'of being observed,
hon. gentleman's suggestion strikes me as one very unsat- sud was observed, in ninety-three ont of ninety-eight
isfactory. It is proposed that a letter should be directed to cases on the other side. But tiat is not ail. As welI as
be given by the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, stating 1 eau make it ont, of these sixty-three Reformera about
what his course was. But we know what his course was. twenty-seveu were held over one Gazette, and of those

ere it is. We have got the dates at which he received twenty-sevenneleas than twelve were beld ever for four.
the varions papers; we have the dates at which he gazetted taon days; for, sssming the returns were received on
the varions returins; we have the only cases in which he Saturday tee late te be gazetted in that week's Gazette,
had any correspondence with the returning officers, after hethore was the whole week from that Saturday exhansted
had received the returns-I think there were but two- by te Clerk of te Crown; stillie was unable tepnt
and, therefore, in all the other cases there was nothing ti in the next Saturday, and consequently another week
for him to do, for nothing he did, except open the had te elapse, 50 tiat fourteen days, in the case of twelve
papers which were received by him, according to his ef' these men, was exhausted betorete law was complied
account, on that day. It was obvious, from the cor-witi in their cases. There were twenty-five Reformers bell
respondence that appeared in the newspapers, and from over for twe Gazettes, Two of them sixteen days, four
an interview with the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, that seventeen days, ton elghteen days, seven nineteen dayR,
the blame was to be put on the returning officers. The two twenty-one days, making really Lhree Gazettes, the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery said the returns were, in retnrns having beeu received ou 8aturdey sud gazetted
many cases, very defective, and that it would be a good Saturday three weeks later. Thât makes the Lwenty-
thing if some of the returning olfBcers were brought to the five. Thera were nine Reformers held ever for tîrce
bar in consequence of neglect of duty, and so forth. It Gazettes, seven of titm twenty-Lwo days' delay, one
rather looked, from those statements in two papers oftweuty-three, andoee twenty-six. Iu ail,te ga-
opposite politics, in identically the same terms, zetting of sixty.Lhree Refermera was postponei, and tiis
as if the delays, which had been so apparently large number ef Reformers whom I have referrcd te were
flagrant, were caused by the fault of the return- left over net for eue day, or two days, or tiree days or
ing officers. For that reason it was snggested that we four days, but postpened, as I have said, te shortest
should see in what cases there had been any correspond- ime ef ail but fifteen being fourteon days, and a very
ence, and what was the purpose of that correspondence. muci longer ime for alLte remainder. Now, take te
The Clerk of the Crown had the opportunity, and he avail- Province of Quelie. There, as walI as I car make out-
ed himself of it to make a statement in two cases of and I was ilot able te go over Lbese papers a second ime,
the cause of delay, so ithat he leavos the whole and thero may )oszibly be an errer or Lwo iu thom-tiere
question entirely untouched as regards the other were Lwenty-five cases lu wiicitLe gazetting was delayed.
cases. Assuming the accuracy of the statement of Thore were three cases lu wiich the Gazette was passed over
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, assuming that -eue for ten days, eue for Lweive days, and eue for fourteen
he received the returns in all cases as late as he says days. Titre were seventecu cases lu which two Gazetes were
-I have taken those tour weeks which bore the stress of passed ever, eue for sixtecu days, eue for seveuteen days,
the election, from Saturday, 5th March, to Friday, lst oftsd fifteeu for nineteen days, and there were five cases in
April, in which there were about one hundred and eighty wiici three Gazettes were passed over, lu esci case for
returns, according to the Clerk.of the Crown in Chancery, twenty-two dayd; sud in these caseàiu whicitte gazetting
received by him. Of these returns about ninety-eight were was delayed, twenty-Lhree belonged Le the Opposition sud
Conservatives, about four occupied more or less doubtfultte otier two were te cases et Nicolet sud Moncalu, lu re-
positions, and seventy-eight were Reformers. Now theregard Le whidhte unfortunates who were delayed were net
were gazetted in the first Gazette ninty-three out of ninety. to be credited te our aide of te fouse. So thore were
eight Conservatives, leaving only five Conservatives in tweuty.three twe. Iu New Brunswick tiere were
respect of whom the law was violated when it affected seven cases of delay, five lu wich eue Gazette was
hon. gentlemen opposite. I will not say absolutely violated, passed over,'tiree by tondays, eue by eleven days sud
because, of course, there are some causes; for instance, the eue by twelve days; there was one lu regard te whom twe
returne might bo received very late Friday night, and it Gazettes were passed over by cigitecu days-my hon.
might be impossible to carry out the law, and that is the friend from Northumberland (Mr. Mitciell)-aDd thero
roason I began with Saturday, not taking the returns of the was en regard Le whouithreç Gazettes were passed over
preceding Friday, because several, with no apparent favori- by Lwety-two days, My hon. frieud from Charlotte (Mr.
tism, at that early poriod had been omitted. There may Gilimor). 0f these seven caes, six beionged tete Oppo-
be some cases of this kind. But you will find it was possi- siton, and only eue tete Goverumeut, and a number of
ble for the Clerk of the Crown to gazette, and ho didLtem were very long delsya. lu Nova SeLlatere were
gazette, ninety-threo eut of the ninety-eight Conservatives five cases of delay of fourteen days oach, ail being, accord-
returned in those four weeks. There were seventy-eighting te tiis doctrine et ciafce, oute Reform bide; auj lu
Reformers returned practically in the same four weeks, yet Prince Edward Island there were four cases ef delay of
only fifteen was the Clerk of the Crown able to gazette fourteun days oaci, ail being also Reform. bo, inte Mari-
acoording to law, Thus it appeare that almost all the Von. time Provinces there were ixteon cases of delay, fifteen
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