In imports, the United States continued as the most important single
source of supply, to the extent of 70 per cent of Canada's needs in 1971.
Britain, on the other hand, was supplying 5 per cent of Canadian imports
and other Commonwealth countries about 4 per cent.

Exports to Britain,other Commonwealth countries, the European Economic
Community and Japan declined moderately in 1971 because of softer market
conditions in those areas, and following exceptionally large increases in
sales to each in the preceding year.

The nature and extent of the geographical shifts in Canadian trading
patterns over the years is shown in the following tables:
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Gains in Manufacturin&

With these shifts in the
significant changes have also
started with the onset of the First World War. Until then, Canadian trade
had grown steadily through the export of staples and the import of capital

geographical direction of Canada's trade,
taken place in the content of that trade. They



