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Giving evidence to the Tribunal on behalf of the Inter-
national Coninittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and drawing
attention to the tragic conditions and suffering inflicted on
clidren involved i armed conflict, Sylvia Ladame outlined
current activities and fuiture plans of the ICRC with respect
to war-affected children. I the field, the ICRC takes
concrete measures to ensure protection and assistance to al
children including:

" Protection and registration of unaccompanied children;
* Faniily reunification;
" Conveymng personal messages between faniily members

separated by conflict;
* Searching for missing persons;

* Monitoring conditions for those i detention;
" Providing food, medical care, treatmnent and

rehabilitation;
" Helping to, restore health-care systems;
" Ensuring that children continue to receive education;
" Axranging for the repatriation of childre, where

necessary
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Ms. Ladame stated that the ICRC approacli to child soldiers
is to define them as war victims, rather than combatants or
crizninals, whatever acts they may have committed. This is
based on respect for humanitarian law, which is the
foundation for respect of human rights law. The ICRC fiully
endorses the objective of banning the recruitment of children
below 18 years of age, to which end the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement bas prepared a Plan of
Action. Resolution 2C of the 26th International Conférence
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva in
December 1995, recommended that:

f. .parties to the conflict refrain from armning
ch ildren under the age of18 years and take every
feasible step to ensure that children under the age
of18 years do not take part in hostilities.

This appeal was renewed by the 27th Conference in 1999, at
which governmnents expressed their support for the
objectives of the Plan of Action.

The ICRC bas also supported the process leading to
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