
Chilean Mining: Supply and Demand for Mining Equipment and Services

IllA. Mining of the Salt Lakes.

11.4.1.- LIthlum.
Chile is the second largest producer of lithium in the world.

Production of lithium carbonate in 1991 was 8,575 tons compared to 9,082 the previous year.

All of the product is exported. Exports during 1990 were 8,228 tons worth US$ 23.6 million. In 1
exports were 8,102 tons, worth US$22.5 million.

Estimatedreservesinthe Atacama SaltMine are4million tonsoflithium.Therearealso53millionti
of potassium, 26 million tons of magnesium and 11 million tons of boric acid.

The only producer of lithium in Chile is Sociedad Chilena del Litio, which is owned by Foote Minei
of the U.S.A.. a subsidiarv of Cvorus Minerals Company. When the Minsal project of Amax is complel


