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development programs and by provid-

ing counselling and information servic-

es, as well as incentives for research 

and development, training, export pro-

motion, and other business activities. 

I NVESTMENT I NCENTIVES 

AvAiLABLE 

The Government of Canada has a 

variety of programs that support busi-

ness investment, offered through vari-

ous departments and agencies. In 

addition to programs that apply across 

Canada, investors should be aware of 

the following regional programs: 

Western Economic Diversification 

Canada (WD) encourages economic de-

velopment in western Canada by acting 

as an advocate for western interests. 

WD provides repayable financial assist-

ance projects involving new products, 

new markets, new technology, import 

replacements, and improved industry-

wide technology. 

The Federal Economic Develop-

ment Initiative for Northern Ontario 

(FEDNOR) Business Incentive Program 

provides business information, advice, 

and financial assistance to a variety 

of business sectors, including manufac-

turing and processing, selected service 

and repair businesses, tourism enter-

prises, and small business. Assistance 

is available for start-up, expansion or 

modernization of facilities, market 

research and promotion, and product 

innovation or development. 

The Atlantic Canada Opportunities 

Agency (ACOA) provides assistance 

towards the establishment, development, 

and promotion of small and medium-

sized businesses in Atlantic Canada. 

Sectors eligible for support include 

manufacturing and processing, business 

support services, commercial R&D 

activities, mining, tourism and aquaculture. 

The Canada-Quebec Subsidiary 

Agreement on Regional Development, 

administered by the Department of In-

dustry, provides for programs in the re-

source regions of northern Quebec and 

in the central regions. These programs 

assist manufacturing and processing 

companies in improving their competi-

tiveness, domestically and internation-

ally. Financial assistance is available 

for studies and capital investment 

(plant and equipment in the resource 

regions; new equipment only in the 

central regions). There are two addi-

tional programs targeted at the Mon-

treal area (east and southwest) and at 

innovation projects throughout the 

province. 

A broad range of investment incen-

tives is also offered by provincial, re-

gional, and local governments. When it 

comes to incentives, Canadian jurisdic-

tions are competitive with others in 

North America. 


