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BarBADOS

“The Government of Barbados states that it reserves the right not to apply in
full, the guarantee of free legal assistance in accordance with paragraph 3 (d) of
article 14 of the Covenant, since, while accepting the principles contained in the
same paragraph, the problems of implementation are such that full application
cannot be guaranteed at present.”

BELGIUM
Reservations

*1. With respect to articles 2, 3 and 25, the Belgian Government makes a
reservation, in that under the Belgian Constitution the royal powers may be
exercised only by males. With respect to the exercise of the functions of the
regency, the said articles shall not preclude the apphcauon of the constitutional
rules as interpreted by the Belgian State.

“2. The Belgian Government considers that the provision of article 10,
paragraph 2(a), under which accused persons shall, save in exceptional
circumstances, be segregated from convicted persons is to be interpreted in
conformity with the principle, already embodied in the standard minimum rules
for the treatment of prisoners [resolution (73)S of the Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe of 19 January 1973], that untried prisoners shall notbe put
in contact with convicted prisoners against their will {rules 7(b) and 85(1)]. If they
so request, accused persons may be allowed to take part with convicted persons
in certain communal activities.

“3. The Belgian Government considers that the provisions of article 10,
paragraph 3, under which juvenile offenders shall be segregated from adults and
be accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal status refers exclusively
to the judicial measures provided for under the regime for the protection of
minors established by the Belgian Act relating to the protection of young
persons. As regards olhcrjuvemlc ordinary-law offenders, the Belgian Govern-
ment intends to reserve the option to adopt measures that may be more flexible
and be designed precisely in the interest of the persons concerned.

“4. With respect to article 14, the Belgian Government considers that the
last part of paragraph 1 of the article appears to give States the option of
providing or not providing for certain derogations from the principle that
judgements shall be made public. Accordingly, the Belgian constitutional
principle that there shall be no exceptions to the public pronouncements of
judgements is in conformity with that provision. Paragraph § of the article shall
not apply to persons who, under Belgian law, are convicted and sentenced at
second instance following an appeal against their acquittal of first instance or
who, under Belgian law, are brought directly before a higher tribunal such as the
Court of Cassation, the Appeals Court or the Assize Court.

“S. Articles 19,21 and 22 shall be applied by the Belgian Government in the
context of the provisions and restrictions set forth or authorized in articles 10and
11 of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms of 4 November 1950, by the said Convention.”

Declarations

“6. The Belgian Government declares that it does not consider itself
obligated to enactlegislation in the field covered by article 20, paragraph 1, and
that article 20 as a whole shall be applied taking into account the rights to
freedom of thought and religion, freedom of opinion and freedom of assembly
and association proclaimed in articles 18, 19 and 20 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and reaffirmed in articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the Covenant.

“7. The Belgian Government declares thatit interprets article 23, paragraph




