
Most mines use cut and (ill and shriftkage mining methoda, The
tew open pits have been operated *xciusively by the large

comanis.The majority of medium-sized mines are becominq more
effiien. Jubosand al'imaks are gradually replacing jacklegs and

stopers and some mines use raise borers. The majority of mines
stilluses rail equipment with 1 to 5 ton locomotives, but
trackless equipinent is becoming more popular. Backf iii is usually
wfi#te rock, although hydraulic backf ili is used in sme mines.
Blasting is done using 9elatine dy'namite with conventional fuses
and datonators. Progressive mines are switching to more
sophisticated explosives and electrical detonation.

Many qualified analysts suggest that after the US-owned Cerro
Corporation was expropriated in the early 1970's, the cl.ock stopped
in terms of technological development. There are some privats
mines, hovever, which are at the forefront of technology and

inoation using continuous mining systeme, iri-the-mine computers
andê sophiuticated engineering. The. ingenuity, quality and
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