
1. The Country

HLstory
In the l2th century AD., the Aztecs from northern
Mexico settled in the Valley of Mexico, where they
encountered an advanced civilization that contrasted
with their warlike and nomadic ways. Initially, the Aztecs
ubservient to cther tribes in the area, but by 1325, their
*Tenochitilan began to dominate the valley. Through wars,
ýes and marriages, the Aztecs soon extended their empire
large part of present-day Mexico.
i two years after the arrivai of the Spanish adventurer
.n Cortés and his soldiers in 1519, the Aztec empire ended.
Iy, the Aztec Emperor Moctezuma greeted Cortés as the
iing god Quetzakcoatl, whorn legend held to be fait-
ýd and bearded. The Spaniards were aided i their conquest
ne 500 000 Indian allies who strongly resented Aztec rule.
panish colonial period lasted until 18 10. Spain founded
ind developed agriculture, and profited greatly from
o's silver wealth. Spanish colonial policy also iniposed
amnts on the growth of New Spain. Manufacture of even
ost basic products was forbidden to ensure a captive
,t for Spanish goods. The agricultural sector, a!though
sisted of large land holdings, neyer became an
t-oriented plantation economy. Further, only Spaniards
n Spain could hold positions in the colonial
iment and this was greatly resented by Spaniards
n New Spain (Creoles).
Spai feil to Napoléon early i the 19th Century; the ties
pain were temporarily brôken and resentnient among
'eoles, now numberig two million, began to surface.
iMiguel Hidalgo y Costilla, civil war broke out on
uber 15, 18 10. After the execution of Hidalgo, this
cted war was consecutively led by José Maria Morelos y


