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Editorial
There is little doubt that the most significant event 
to take place in Canada in recent months was the 
federal election followed almost immediately by 
the convening of parliament to pass the necessary 
legislation to implement the Free Trade Agreement 
negotiated with the United States. The significance 
of this agreement is covered in more detail on 
pages 3 and 4, but one point is worth making here.

The new agreement is, I believe, an indication 
that Canada is prepared to take the risks necessary 
to realise its full potential. It was Vincent Massey, 
one of my predecessors as Canadian High 
Commissioner, who said of Canadians, 'We have 
never suffered from being too sure of ourselves.' If 
anything, we have suffered, at times, in the other 
direction.

However, I do believe that the Free Trade 
Agreement is a clear indication that Canada is 
throwing off that lack of certainty and is prepared 
to see just what the country is capable of achieving. 
I also believe that many people - both in Canada 
and abroad - will be very surprised to see just how 
much we can accomplish.

Changing perceptions
In this issue, we cover topics ranging from 
Canada's architectural styles, to its latest 
developments in aerospace technology. This,too, 
raises an important point.

All too often, it seems, Canada is viewed from 
abroad in simplistic terms as a country of moose, 
mountains and mounted policemen. These images 
may be rooted in reality, but of course they fall 
somewhat short of being complete.

In reality, Canada is a sophisticated urban 
country with a strong culture and an advanced

technology. Hopefully, the articles in this issue will 
help to give just a flavour of some of those other 
aspects of the Canadian reality.

Certainly, Canada has some things to say to the 
rest of the world in cultural terms, and it has some 
things to sell to the rest of the world in 
technological terms. It is that message that I will be 
trying to convey during my term as High 
Commissioner.
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