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for the abundance of bloom and the richness of color-
ing that met my eyes. Aud how pQ{)feect was the
picture that I first saw to tempt me further! Under-
peath a clump of evergreens was a little moss covered
mound not a foot high, and peeping out all over it
through the moss was Epigma, from white to every
shade of pink that it dehghts in. No wonder that
poets sing its praises over and over again.

The other afternoon a pretty largé parcel was
handed to me through the post office window. I
knew it at once and where it came from—the annual

offering of Mayflowers from an old friend with

whom I have enjoyed many a delightful botanical
ramble. And he had put them up just as nature
would have them put ap—not in bouquets clipped of
every leaf—but with theit trailing, leafy stems, buried
in moss, half concealing but adding a richness to
their bloom. -

The last week in April the leaves of the Adder’:
Tougue were just peeping above ground, and a straw-
berry blossom or two occapied a sunny spot on the
sheltered side of a bank.

Astronomical Notes.

VENUS. |

‘“ Never above the horizon for much more than three
hours after sunset,” say the text-books about Venus, md
some of them leave out the ‘‘ much.” »

Some of the pupils in one of our schools challenged this
statement about a fortnight ago. They were told to settle
the matter for themselves by making careful observations of
both sun and Venus on the first clear evening. They did so,
and reported that Venus was in sight for a little more than
four hours after the sun had disappeared. Faith in the
infallibility of text-books has suffered & sad shock in the
minds of these pupils—the younger ones especially, for the
others had little faith of this sort to shake.

The same subject of Venus’s long continuance above the
horizon at night has been engaging the attention of others
lately. Here comes a post-card asking the following ques-
tions about it:

1. What are the conditions under which Venus sets at
the latest possible hour?

2. What is that hour in this latitude?

3. How near to the maximum time does Venus approach
at its greatest eastern elongation at this time.

Venus sets latest at night when (a) she passes the meridian
at the latest possible hour in the afternoon, and when (b)
she takes the longest possible time to drop down from her
meridian altitude to the western horizon. '

Condition (a) occurs at or very near the time of her great-
cst eastern elopgation from the sun, and the hour of meridian
passage is then always close upon 3 p. m, mean time at any
place whatever on the face of the earth. “The very greatest
value of greatest elongation cannot, in the present state of
the orbits of Venus and the earth, ocour at a time consistent
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with condition (b), and the latest hour of meridian passage
that is consistent with that condition eumet v«ym bé
much later than 3.10 p. m. - -
Condition (b) occurs, in the northern hmxhpheu, wllw' :
Venus is at her greatest possible northern declination. The
greatest value of this that is consistent with condition (a) is
about 27°, and this, in latitude 45°N., allows her eight
hours and six minutes between the ﬁm of m&ﬂf
dian and the time of seiting.
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this an answer to question two. But let it be distinetly

understood that the values given above pretend to be nothing
but what an ummﬁmlduumghqpm'
To give anything like an exact answer to-the second q ’
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she is ever allowed, later than at any time since May,
and even a few mioutes later than then. Her
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Venus's phases. The hest time to
is before sunset,

Another kind of observa

' set, and is best*mdouhﬁe at 08sib
‘late that Venus has gbwoq tw &o%.

L]




