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MNERII)EN BRITANNIA C'O. LIM-NITED v. WALTERS.

Rr LEWIS.

C~tmtof Coitrt-XVwspaper Article Dealiuj u'th Matters in
Question in Pending Action Rclating Mo Municipal Affairs-
Absence of Tendency Mo Interfere with Fair Trial and Due
C'ourse of Administration of Justice-isnifssal of Motion Io
comnmit Editor of Neu'spaper.

Motioni by the plaintiff conipany for an oiýdcr direeting that
tene Leýwis, the editor of a newspaper puhlished in the citv of
Riamilton, ho eommittcd to gaol for a conteinpt of Court in coin-
menting edfitorially in his newspaper upon the matters in ques-
tion in thiis action, on the day after the action was begun.

The, action was l)rought by the plaintiff coinyî, on behaif
o)f liteel and( otheri ratepayers of the City of Hlamilton. for a
djeclai-ation, injunction, and other relief in respect of the pay-
mient of rates by the plaintiff company for a pavement con-
structedi as a local iînprovement, and said to have been made of
bail material. The defendants wcre the Mayor and et Controller
of the citY of Hamilton and also the eity corporation.

Thv motion w'as heard by Bovn, C., in the Wi'akly Cortr a

Toronto.
F. F. B. Johnston, K.C., for the plaintiff company,
c. .J. Iuiolman. K.C., and J. A. Soule, for the defendants and

the respondfll(ent Lewis.

TiUE, CUA.NcEuLOR said that thc power to, punish for contempt
of Courti was not to bc excre.iscd for the purpose, o! vindicating
the. dignity of the Court, but to prevent undue interference with
the adin(iiiistrýation of justice: Ilmore v. Smith (1886>, 35 C'h.
1). 449. 455;ý Guest v. Knowles, Rie Robertson (1908), 17 O.L.R.

416; In, m Clements (1877), 46 L.J. Ch. 375, 383.
The, article ini question described the nature of this action,

impu),gnedl the motives which caused it to be begun, and said
that it wo-uld ho utili8cd for the piirpose of discrediting the

Maothe defendant Walters.
Th1is puiblication, a day after the writ issued, had no refer-

,enve to the outoome at the trial, whieh might flot take place


