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each stream has its distinctive race of sockeye, the progeny
returning at maturity to the parent stream, and that sockey€
fry rarely survive when they proceed to sea within the yeal
in which they are hatched. He further finds that sed”
feeding, with consequent rapid growth, produces early
maturity, an equal number of years in fresh water producing
comparatively little effect.

Dr. Joseph Stafford, M.A., Ph. D., Montreal, reports on
his investigations into the life-history of the native oysters
of British Columbia. During the summer he visited almo®
the entire coast-line of the Province, and observed the dis-
tribution of the oyster and its associates, and its spawning
in northern waters. He collected plankton, temperatur€®
and salinities and noted the physical features of the coastd
areas where oysters occur. What he writes is authoritativé
for he is America’s first oracle on the oyster.

Perhaps the newest and most interesting portion of the
report is devoted to the first systematic attempt anywheré
made to trace the life-history of the halibut. This WO~
was inaugurated by Mr. Babcock when he assigned W.
Thompson, of Stanford University, California, to the task
two years ago. All over the world Mr. Thompson’s repof
will be read with engrossing interest by scientists and 5%
ermen alike. He has opened up a virgin field and collected
specimens on a scale never before attempted.

In his report, Mr. Thompson indicates that the best
halibut banks are becoming exhausted by over-fishing, t%
supply is limited and is rapidly decreasing, and that if this
source of food supply is not to be largely lost to the publi¢
some protection must be extended to the halibut in the ﬂealf'
future. How necessary, then, to know the life-history 5
the halibut if protection is to be given in a rational mann€”
and without unduly disturbing the industry.

In this connection it may be said that both Ottawa %“d
Victoria, in conjunction with Washington, are consideri?
the advisability of making a close season for halibut .
;f:rtglin months in the year, probably from December

pril.

Some interesting facts have been disclosed by M‘;
Thompson. The female halibut is always larger than }fl;ﬂ
t

male ; the fish from Hecate Strait are very much larger ¢
those from Frederick Island and Kodiak Island; the ag® .
the oldest halibut is about 22 or 23 years, and that of thd
youngest three years, among those whose ear-bones ha‘
been collected and examined. It may be stated with €07
fidence that the halibut breeds on this coast between thef
{\n/liddle of December and the last of April or the middle ©
ay.
There are few halibut that mature during the Cighﬂ;
year of their lives, and there are fish still immature if tha
15th year of their age. The eighth is, however, the age€ of
large proportion of the fish in Hecate Strait at the time
their capture and observation. The evidence bears
the fact that a large majority of fish caught do not rea(}ﬂ
maturity. These facts are of the utmost importance h
judging of the methods to be used in conserving the ﬁkss
and also in explaining the decrease of fish in certain baf™™
Further investigation is needed along this line. ea
Mr. Thompson makes the definite statement that ¢
lions eat halibut. At various times, when he was O % .
halibut banks 15 to 20 miles off Frederick Island, in W&’
over 100 fathoms deep, he saw sea lions apparently fceqir‘l,c
on the halibut. At the same time he finds it hard to beli®
that the sea lion penetrates to a depth of 100 fathoms$ he
feed on halibut. So do we. But Mr. Thompson hi tthe
a

halibut fishermen to reassure him of the truth of W
erme?!

apparently saw. But we know those halibut fish 1y
gsarl

they are like all other fishermen, fluent but not nece
veracious story-tellers. the

However, Mr. Thompson is to be congratulated 0F "
report that he has made on the halibut. He had an 3rduoi :
task, having to share the hardships of many a fishing tf s
but he has produced an invaluable report of tremend®
economic importance to our national fisheries.

(Continued on Page 14)
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