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A REAL CONTRACT
Why Stipends Are Given for Celebrating
Mass

No Buying or Selling—Theory of Church
Support
Do Catholies buy the Mass when they
give money to the priest for saying one
in their behalf? The very essence of
buying and selling, which lies in the
exchange (in kind or in money) of one
thing for another as being its equivalent,
is lacking to the transaction. Thisisan
essential feature in every commercial
bargain. But is there no bargain or
contract at all between the layman and
the celebrant of the Mass? Certainly
there is. But here we must discrimin-
ate between different kinds of bargains
or contracts. The sale contract is ex-
pressed technically by the phrase “do
ut des”’—i.e., I give you something you
want that you may give me in exchange
an equivalent which I want. Here evi-
dently there is a comparison instituted
between the value of the two things
interchanged. In the case of Mass
offerings there is none.

A Contract

To show that this is so, let me call
attention to another theological point
concerning stipends. Catholic theology
teaches that the priest accepting the
offering is bound by contract, and as
a matter of justice, to do his part under
pain of mortal sin. Now, it will often
happen that the amount offered is not
large enough to make the neglect of the
Mass a grievous sin merely from the
point of view of the Seventh Command-
ment (Prot. 8th). Hence the gravity
of the priest’s neglect consists in his
depriving the layman of such an im-
mense spiritual boon as Holy Mass is,
and not in misappropriating the money,
though that, of course, is a sin also, and
in certain circumstances might be a
grievous one. Clearly, then, there is no
comparison instituted in the mind of
a Catholic between the value of the
money he offers and that of the spiritual
service done him.

Professional Fees

The physician has hi$ fees. But the
life which he may preserve to me i§
not bought with them. There is no
comparison between my restoration to
healthand occupation and thefew guineas
1 pay hilm. Health and power to work
may mean thousands to me. Here again
what I am paying for is the support of
the doctor, whose training may have
been costly, and whose attention to
patients closes to him for the most part
many other openings for making money
and gaining 8 livelihood. '

Similarly, the priest elaims support.
His claims are even stronger. Besides
being debarred from commerce and
many other ways of self-maintenance
by his sacred character and occupation,
he is, moreover, expressly forbidden
by ecclesiastical law to engage in strictly
mercantile transactions, even if he have
the time and opportunity.

Moreover, his duties involve great
fatigue, loss of health, too, not infre-
quently, and he is bound, at the risk
of his own life, if necessary, to minister
the rites of the Church to the dying and
to attend a bona fide sick call to &
deathbed at any hour of the day of

" night, no matter what the fatigue or

inconvenience. And he has no-carriage,
and commonly no horses nor motors,
even if he can afford and ride a bicycle.

No Buying
Then, surely, “the laborer is worthy
his hire.” 8o says Our Lord—He Who
is the type par excellence of absolutely

- disinterested zeal, labor and suffering

for the souls of men. It is His ordi-

- pance, as St. Paul tells us ! (E. ix. 14),

that they who preach-"o\he Gospel should
live by the Gospel. When, therefore, 2
Catholic gives a few shillings for baving
a Mass said, he is sane enough not to
fancy he is “buying 2 Mass.” He merely
takes this occasion—one be is by Chquh
law bound to take—for contributing
to the support of his pastor, 50 that
while the latter devotes his time, ener
gies and health to the spiritual welfare
of his flock, he may not lack the tempor
al means of life. The priest himself
shows no signs of bargaining in the
matter. He would sin if be did. The
extent of the fee itself is not left to his
discretion; it is fixed by his Bishop-
And here again, the fee varies in differ-
ent places and countries,according to the
means of the people an
or cheapness of living
As these varying conditi
the value of the Mass, we ha P Be)
further proof that the money 18 gven
as an alms or offering for the mainten-
ance of the priest, and not as an equi-
valent for the spiritual goods. received.
And what hastheen said of Mass offering
applies equally to every other kind of

priestly stipend. SRR
offerings dates back

d the dearness
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The use of Mass

highly valued- by the genuine Q@&holic}

For Women" Y
FRUIT-A-TIVES are the

finest medicine in the world

for women.

As a mild and gentle laxative—as a
positive and speedy cure for Constipation
and Biliousness—as the ouly cure for
weak and irritated kidneys and espe-
cially for ** that pain in the back’~—as a
positive cure for headaches—and as a
general tonic to build up and invigorate
the whole system — FRUIT-A-TIVES
stand supreme, i .

In cases of irritated Ovaries, Ovarian 1
Pains, Vaginal Catarrh, Excessive and
Scanty Menstruation, Ulcerations, Bear-
ing Down Pains—and all those troubles

peculiar to Women—

iy

on " FRUIT LIvER TABLETS ™

have the most remarkable effect.
Ninety-nine cases out of a hundred
of Female Troubles are due to neglect,
Bowels become constipated — kidneys
irregular — skin neglected — and the
poisons of the body, which should be
carried off by these important organs,
are taken up by the blood carried to

the female organs and poison them,
thus starting up a train of female
troub

les.
FRUIT-A-TIVES are made from
fruits and by their remarkable action on
bowels, kidneys and skin, rid the system
of boisons, purify the blood, and restore
the delicate organs of generation to new

igor and health.
w%lo woman, who suffers, should ever be

without them. s5oc. 8 box—6 for $2.50,
at your druggist’s or sent postpaid by
FRUIT-A-TIVES LIMITED OTTAWA.
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probably no further than the eighth
century, if a8 far. In the primitive
Church—when the clergy lived in com-
mon—it was the custom for the faithful
attending Mass to bring with them sup-
plies of various kingds and money for the

f the ministry and for distribu-

support 0
tion to the poorer brethren. But when

the number of the clergy had greatly
augmented, and their common life had
ceased, the practice arose among mem-
pers of the faithful of making an offer-
ing to the priest when asking him to
celebrate for their special benefit.
Simony and Absolution

The Catholic Church abhors simony
in every shape ané form,, theugh some
of our non-Catholic neighbors might
] incredulously at the statement.
The particularly dense af preiudgced
non-Catholic, on reading - it might
ghake his head knowingly and refer in
tones of pained conviction to the “well-
known” abuse of Romanism in ‘exact-
ing payment in the confessional for a.b-
solution from sin. Is it worth while
repelling such & charge, one which the
manifest scarcity of pocket money
among the vast majority of 'Catholic
priests might pe thought sufficiently to
refute? It would b® sinful waste, Mr.
Editor, to squander your paper and

priptin"g ink over an attempt to prove
the negative of this preposterous fable.
lly of a class

For s Briton, especia
whose clothes show little wear about
the knees, who has never g0 much as
set foot in & confessional, yet confi-
dently dogmatizes upon the simony
there enacted, is 1ot the sort into
whose cranium the emphatic depial of
those who do confess, and consequently
know, is likely to make much headway.

Church Legislation

But, for all that, the Catholic Church
abhors simony, a8 her legislation and
practice show. ‘She inflicts her severest
spiritual punjshment— that of separ-
ation from the sacraments and from her
fold—on those convicted of this sin in
its graver forms, especially in connection
with Masses, benefices and indulgences.
Even where a proceeding is not truly

smile

gimoniacal, b
discriminating or ill disposed minds,she
forbids the transaction. Thus, for ex-
ample, Rome, in her official capacity,
returned an unconditional negative
reply to the following question sent up
for settlement: ‘‘May & person who has
bought crosses, medals, etc., for the
purpose of distributing them after they
have been blessed and had indulgences
attached, ask without sin, for-the price
of them, or do this without incurring
the forfeiture of the indulgences?”’ Let
it be noticed that such a person might
merely be seeking t0 recover the cost
price of the material of the object
mentioned, and not dream of remunera-
tion for the spiritual improvements.
And, in fact, such a course is, intrinsi-
cally free from the stain of simony.,
But Rome will have none of it, so anx-
;ous is she to remove the very semblance
of this hideous blemish from her sacred
ministry. .
Nothing Grester than The Mass

To conclude. There is nothing that

the Church provides which is more

< -

ut might appear go to less
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than Holy Mass. 1In the dark days of
Tudor tyranny, our Catholi¢ forefathers
lost whole fortunes ag a penalty for pre-
ferring Mass in a garret to sttendance
at the mutilated rite, by law established,
in desecrated churches. Let us suppose
for a moment—though contrary to the
fact—that the offering of 2 Mass stipend
involved “buying the Mass.” Well, a8
a son of Erin once wittily retorted,
“answering the fool according to his
folly,” as the Bible has it, ‘‘Indade,
an’ it’s dirt, cheap at the ;price, it is.”’
—Rev. F. M. DeZulueta, §J., in the
Catholic Weekly, London.

PROVED IN MOUNT FOREST

Every doctor <n this town tried his
best to relieve Mrs, J. Withom of
asthma; none succeeded. ‘For years,’
she states, ‘I was s dreadful sufferer;
nothing gave relief. At times I fourid
it necessary to have all the doors and
windows open to get my breath.
When in despair I heard of Catarrh-
ozone. I used it and now am perfectly
cured. This proves beyond doubt that
any case of Asthma is cusable with
Catarrhozone. No remedy 80 pleasant,
none so absolutely certain to thoroughly
cure; try “Catarrhosone” yourself; it's
guaranteed.
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Persons and Facts /

(Continued from page 2)

The 24th of June, St. John the
Baptist's, Nativity, will be celebrated,
as their national fesst, next Sunday
by the French Canadians of Winnipeg.
There will be High Mass and & 8t. Jean
Baptiste sermon at the French Church
of the Sacred Heart. In the evening
there will be a grand banquet. - The 8t.
Boniface celebration, in_order not to
clash with the Winnipeg one, has been
fixed for Wednesday next, the 27th
inst. In the morning at 9.30, proces-
sion from the Hotel de Ville to the
Cathedral, High Mass, special sermon
and address to His Grace. In the after-
noon pic-nic and athletic sports in the
grounds of St. Boniface College. In
the evening a dramatic apd musical enter
the evening a dmmst& and musieal
entertainment by the Union Sainte-
Cecile under the. auspices of the St.
Jean Baptiste Society. On that occasion
an original play, ‘Rebert, ou VY'Hote de
la Foret,” written by a citizen of 8t..
Boniface, will be played for the first
time in the College Hall. ‘
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The Catholic schools of Belgium have
won a notable trivmph in competition
with the government secular schools.
A competitive examination was held
in which government schools and Cath-
olic schools took part, with the result
that each of the eight Catholic schools
won  twenty-five distinctions, while
each of the twenty-nine public schools
won less than ten. In Belgium the
work of the Catholic schools iz sp-
preciated, for the government pays
them an annual grant. e

Get your RUBBER STAMPS from

the “Northwest Review,” Office, oor.

" stated that

eration Alumni of Jesuit colleges will| be timed, it is thought, during the week = o

His’ 1905 Open. Letter

MR. W. J. GAGE TELLS OF THE GROWTH OF THE CON-
» SUMPTIVE HOSPITALS IN MUSKOKA

Accommodation at Free Hospital Increased by Twenty-five Bads

URGENT CALL FOR FUNDS TO MEET INCREASED
BURDEN FOR MAINTENANCE

Dear Friend :—

Contributions from rich and poor,
young and old, received by the Free
Hospital for Consumptives, tell of the
love and 'charity toward the great
work carried on in Muskoka. ,

Thousands from all parts of Canada
not only sent their “God bless the
work ” but their money also to help to
answer their prayers.

The poor widow out of her hard-
earned savings, telling how her own
heart was made lonely through the
dread scourge, as well as the rich
insurance companhies, have sent their
gifts. .

2,000 patients have been cared for
since the opening of our Homes in
Muskoka. 560 of these were treated
in the Free Hospital. 150 patients in
these two Homes to-day, show how
this life-saving work has grown.

Premier Whitney, replying to a
, deputation in the interests of
the National Sanitarium Association,
ly he thought
$100,000 would not be too much for
the Government to set apart for this
work.”

Seventy-five patients to be cared
for in the Muskoka Free Hospital for

What about ——
— that Vacation?

attractive TOURIST RATES in connection with their
Fast * Steamship Express' between V{)’inr?pegﬂ;;li

Consumptives means a large weekl
outlay. The Trustees accept tluz
obligation, believing the needed money
will be forthcoming. (

The world is full of good and
generous people ready to give. Bug
they want to be sure that their money
is wisely spent. In no other place can
your money do so much good.

The growing knowledge of the con-
mu:h characlo fter of the disease has
e Jot of the cons i
a h;;d one. pLTS pooe

e Muskoka Free Hospital is to-
;l:y thihe clmly h;élace where a sufferer
early stages of ion i
admitted fr{ae consmmptian s
. a?(C:;ll‘)y::n t_’;mthlmlp :1? save the life of
ne to whom :
ek other doors m
What greater blessing could crown
your giving, than the knowledge that
1t helps to snatch a fellow-being from
the very jaws of death?. ‘
850,0%(:1 lis wanted for the coming
year. Will you join in this
yoar, 'tie{d b1 nmthugrem't’
Faithfully yours,
o W. J. Gaan
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‘ Port Arthur. ,
LEAVES EDMONTON DAILY . Ab19.18K
ARRIVES WINNIPEG “ .. .. .. * 1190k
LEAVES “ “ oo e .. % 1600k
ARRIVES PORT ARTHUR® .. .. .. « 'gs3ok

+ Qonnection is made at Port ; a2 %nil -
Rail Lines for' Bastern Oanada am mht:rg gmerll-inos,md.m k

, H'ANIbeME NEW SLEEPING AND DINING CARS

‘THROUGH SLEEPING CAR BETWEEN
‘EDMONTONJAND PORT ARTHUR

Before making up your mind consult any- k
Oanadian Northern Agent ’
Cor write
GEO. H. SHAW
' Trafic Manager
‘ WINNIPEG
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The convention of the National Fed- | United States. The convention wills

be held, it is expected, next June, in!of the silver jubilee celebration’ LA
X 8 o . ? 5 ¢ tion Of SR

Milwuukeo. - About 100 delegates will quette College in the ;yabwe-n:g:i‘ e
memble from every section of -the|ecity. » | o Bpiiia SR
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