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etion. "lThat Song," exclaimed an enthusiastic member of the company,
,l aJwas cremeway when Ihear it.' Said jerrold (looking eagerly round),
IlCan no one whistle it ?"I

The -Maiden's Band of Hope,-a hus-band.
A ýWORD 0OF'WARNING.-Juflior Clerk : "lWould you kindly permit me to

absentmyself to-morrow to attend niy fatber's funeral? I Head of Firm (deep
in. figures): IlYou!may. go, Hawk.ins, but pray-do flot let this happen again 1 I

A PosE.-Seven Year Old: - lGrandma, TMother Shipton says the wonld
Will corne to an end in 188 1. Is that truce?"I Grandmna: IlNo, dear, for in
the Bible we are told, '0Of that day and hour knoweth no man,' Il&c. Seven
Year Old:ý "Ah, but'Mother Shipton was a woman 1"

THE TORONTO PULPIT.

Wben speaking of the Episcopalian pulpit, allusion was made to Mr.
Rainsford. As this gentleman was very prominent for a season, and as it is
understood tbat hie is returning to Toronto, it may not be out of place to say
somnething of the man and his work. In two words, Mr. Rainsford was a
revivalist and-a lady-killer. The Rev. young gentleman is an Englishman:
with a fresh English-looking face; fair bain parted carefully down the mniddle
and elaborately brushed at the. sides; a pleasant voice, quick ready manner,
and an assurance that isawful in its sublimity. lis cleriéalisni was very nîild
while amongst us; and but faintly indicated in bis garb:; an extensive shirt-
front with a sparklîng diamond in it, being bis pices de rêésistance. His reviv-
alismn was of a type distinct from the Anierican or vulgar British witb which thîe
countny bas been; made famîliar. It was a reflned and elegant affair. Mr.
Rainsford is a fluent-not to say fluid-speaker:- it is a mis-use of the word tc
call him. a preachen. His humility is sometbing sweet to bebold: hie almost
takes a pride in it. It was edifying to hear bim beg people not to worship hini
flot to exaît him. His Ildon't I was so Pertitiacious that it souinded like "ldo.'
It is needless to say that t.he, devotees of this pretty fellow were niostly ladies
gushing girls, both old and young, who flocked to the Cathedral to have theii
feelings roused to a sense of sins tbey neyer comniitted, or to exljerieiicc
a temporary exaltation of spirit in whicb tlîcy enjoycd the seventh lîcaver
of-self-complacency. Mr. Rainsford was especially great in Ild aîving-roon,
meetings": that last patent invention for enaling peopile who are sornebody tc
have a religion pure and undefiled by contact with low people who have notluinï
except a soul to be saved. This is evidently a great inîprovemrent on tbe olh
idea of rich and poor meeting together in the presence of dtli Maker of tlien
anl. However, Mr. Rainsford was a grect success: and it may be allowed di(
some good amongst the people : young men especially. Somne it may bc hope',
wene roused to higher and nobler aims in life, to consecration of beart an(
service: but many young people of the ' soften' sex were roused to little abovc
the ambition of working siippers for Mr. Rainsford's dainty fett. Indecd it i!
whispered tbat sorne younig ladies almost tbrew theinse/vei at bis feet in dt
nervous or hysterical exciternent of the time. Dreadfuil ivere the euivyings arn(
the jealousies among the fair. higli were the bopes and deep thîe despair of dt
maidens among whom, the gifted revivalist flitted or lliitedi: tcrrile ias tlî<
disappointment when, like Lord Batemian, he sailed aîvay-still single-' bacl
to his own countrec." When Mr. Rainsford returns, it will be curions te sioti
his reception.

Wbat is said in this connection must not be taken as disparaging a reviva
of religion. Nothing is more needed in this our day; God speed it ini Iiý
time ; but we need a revival of tbe religion of righteousness rather than <if sen
timent: of tnuth-telling, of comtmon honesty, of personal purity. E,'verytliiiui
is spurious that does flot lead riglit up to this, 'Tbis is the revival spirit of thi
Epistle to the Ephesians, for instance : The doctrines of faitlî and free graci
arc exalted; but then they are pressed home with vîgour against thec lyiîîg an(~
the stealing, dt brawling and the iicentiousness which stili disgraccd th,
hearers of the Gospel.

But to go back froni preaching. to preachens. The ministers oif th,
Methodist Church have always been revivalists of this class. It is to their glori
thiat 'they have endeavoured to realise the ideai of a living Christianity 1),
having the Church a/wvays in a revival condition: alert and active for tbe mnt
welfare of men. The two most prominent names in Tloronto Metbodisnm an,
those of Dr. Potts and Mn. Briggs. Tt was Mrs. Malaprop who said tdia
Il caparisons are odorous »; but circumstances bring these two worthy nmen i Ilt<
unavoidablecomnparison. Mn. Briggs ii, minister of the Metropolitan 'l'aber
nacle; 'IDr. Pôtis /as boen, -and probably wil be, its minister. Stili tlî
oompation,tbnugh -unavoidable, need flot be odious. T1here is indeed mile]
in common in the two men. Their physique is similar, both being large, p>ort]:
and dîgnified itformn anld danIie.~ ýThere is, bowever, considerable differenc,
in the character of their pulpit ministrations. Mr. Briggs is the more sclîolanly
refined and thoughtful ; Dr. ,Potts the more dcclamatory and popular. An,
thougb both are men of strong will and self-assertion, yet Dr. Potts in thi
respect lias.the lead. It was thoroughly characteristic of the nin wben, stand
mn îptgieot a long scneed. Of pulpit notices, he shouted, III distincti'
ruse to aflow: in future,> this pulpit to be made an advertising medium." 'hi

*Ït shortly after hie came to Toronto ; end it was no doubt this strong persona
quality that belped to build up bis immense popialarity. In preaciiing, Di

bptt8 is.equally direct-and dogmfatic. Nie s.peoks with autbority; and dealinj
ràtheýr with'the practical niatters of -human Ilfe tïIn with th>e abstractions anq
:r*fiâemeits of-theoltWigi systeins, bis words take'rmýhold of the popular miné
It is one of the weaknesses of the itinerant SYstern that in the very heigbt c
hi* poiarityi with the magtiificent TabernacleC1,wded to hear him, Dr. Pott
was removed to the Elm Street Cburch. It W8.S 4fQtxfairAtO himself; aIthougi
t4 ekuP o which, 4e wçnt to soon had to be enIýFged to mcmioaeto

cirumicutonon ineseof rel.4gln 'vem out simply anc

difficulties of the situation. Now that after nearly three years hie is about ta,
leave the ictive ministry for' a time, partly compelled by a throat affection, there
are many of bis people who are- flot ait ail entbusiastic in the prospect of the
return of Dr. Potts to the Tabernacle next smimer. For, no less earnest than.
his equally burly brother, Mr. Briggs bas brought a ripe judgrnent and good
poýwer to bis work, and bis thoughtfül expositions and earnest appeals will be
missed regretfuly by niany. Such men as these leaders of their Church are
transformîng Methodism, and keeping it squarely abreast with the currents of
the age.

With them, in this respect, may be classed the Rev. Mr. Hunter, of the
Vorkville Methodist Church, wbo, last year, nearly kicked over the traces of the
denomination wben his Conference insisted on removing him, front Ottawa.
He was then established in great influence, and 'vas daily strengthening the
Methodist cause in the capital; and it did seem both annoying and absurd to
disturb a man in the best period of his work, merely for the sake of change.
Mr. Hunter's appointment to Toronto, where hie was an old favourite,. was a
kind of compromise, and by it Mr. Hunter was preserved to the body. Hie is
now working in the Yorkville Church-recently much enlarged-and is doing
good service by a ministry of affectionate instruction. His status as a preacher
is a high mediocrity; and his church is well filled and stili gaining.

Any sketch of Toronto Methodist preachers would bie conspicuously incom-
plete witbotit a notice of the Rev. T. Jeffrey. Mr. Jeffrey iS an anomaly. 'fhat
a man who is confessedly holy, self-denying, and earnestly active in the service
of his Master, should act like a buiffoon or a mountebank in the pulpit, is almost
without a precedent. X et Mr. Jeffrey bias made the precedent. Whether hie
has delibeCttely adopted his preserit pulpit method, or whether it is the wild
unstudied outgrowth of bis own nature may be a question, but he strongly
exaggerates the grotesque coarseness which was the blemish of MNr. Spurgeon's
earlier ministry, but which-being then a youing man-Mr. Spurgeon learned to
outgrowv. There is not this hope for Mr. Jeffrey, who is iveli advanced in life.
But it would be well could hie learn-even now-that decoruni and dullness are
not necessary conjuncts ini thc pulpit: that it is possible to keep the wit and lose
the coarseness :and that for one attracted to the Gospel by the easy process of
raising a laugh, prol)ably a dozen ivill be repelled. The Ivriter bas a vivid
rcmenibrance of a Sabbath mornîing mis-Ipent in the Elnî Street Churcb, when
M r. 'jeffrey was officiatîng. Tihe reverend gentleman jumped up frorn bis seat
likC ,a Jaki h oani stood a moment looking round the congregation with
a coical griii ivhich irresistibly suggested the clown's Il Here we are again, I Of
ole's loý,ish tlays,,. Presuntly w'as hear<l, Il]et us, pray," and amid the suppressed
titters of the people, thc iniister began to pour forth bis soul in the oddest

coneivbleformns of expîression. Il ss our ritiers :and 0 Lord, give themi
common sense : miake tleim honest. Somne of tbcmn wc know are fools, and
some wc fear are roç,ties," &Sc., &c., for a quarter of an hour; during which the
hiaif-,stifled lauighter of people with their faces buried in their handkerchiefs was
iilainly auidible. 'llie minister then b;egai to rcad the Scripture lesson, which
ivas Conc1(ernling Ahlab ami JCzebel. in the matter of Naboth's vineyard. This

- ias read Nvith unacc(ustomcid cmrphasis and with a running accompaniment of
remiark %vholly différent froni the standard commentators 1For instance,
speaking oif Ahab's displeasure at Nalîoth's refuisai to seli the vineyard, lie
exclainlied, 'I Ilcrc's a prctty fulloîv : sulking tili hce's sick becauise lie can't get,
o lut lie w'ani, and then shcltering himseif hehind his lvife for bier to get it for
imii. If tbere's anly kiiol of mlanl Il.ate ivorse than anlother it's a si)-e-i-k."

AmIj the sentence endcd in a risiflg intiection prolong:cd into a shrick. Next lie
-coiiniciited ujl on jezebel writing letters in A/zahs nanie, an(l sealing themt with

lus seal and sen(ling thcml t<i the nobles in his city ; and declared that Il any
nian was justîiied in getting a div orce from a womian wîho wanted to rule him!I
Ily this timç the whole audience %%,as convuilsed ; and the writer, îvho had.

-entercd for quiet worship, quietly took lus biat and departed. But bie was told
Sthat the unial)a.,Ied reader contintucd in the samne style, and that the Sermon ivas

eveni more grotesque ; and that if therc wvere not " roars of laughter," stili that
2the smiîing coui be heard ail over the bouse, one poor old man being so

sa(aiClas to rise and lcavc, turning as lie dil so to shake bis stick at the
plpiit. IBut it must lic reîîeatcd tha't Mr. Jcffrcy is a good and well-intentione(l
mlanl ; who eau l)e terribly in earnest, and who lbas aroiise<l and convinced

2mauy in blis day. 'l'le pity is that sucu a mari slîoulcd think it needful to use
rsuch questionahle attractions, or that-if spotitýtanoshie should not learn to,

i' restrain himnself ani avoid intlicting many îvitlî a senlse of injuiry.
I (omînl'lg out straight from this ;ocuilarity anI excitemnent, the contrast was

2startling wheu the lîritur (rosse(l Vonge street, and turning eastward into Gould
t strect, ettrcd the l'resh)yteriani Chtirch Of the Rev. Mr. King. Nothing could

>more forcibly illustrate whlat lias beeni said regarding the distinctive genius of
the two systeis of I>resb)ytei-iailism and Nletilodi,,n, the vigor and aggressive-
n ess of the oîîe, and thîe coliservative tenacity of tbe other. Notlîing but this

'holding on, generation after generation, to ail that bas been acquired, can explain
Y the maintenance anîd growth of suich a congregation as that of Gouild Street.

SFor the pulpit iniistration.singularly lacks attractiveness in the eye of a
'stranqer. Yet on% the înorning in question the cburch was crowded with
-a quiet ard attentive-flot to say sleepy-audience. l'le preacher must

s bave known tlîis eharacteristic of bis people: for lic told themt that hie-
1had selccted bis text-" Awake, awake, O Zioii"-for its especial bearing

Y upon thcm. Ani tlien lie began to give thcmt what some one irreverently
Scalled Ilfits," for îîeglectiîîg pub)lic worship (thotîgh îvhere lie couild have put
.1more p)eople that day it 'vas liard to sec), and for disregarding-famiîy prayer,

and for general coldiness and sleepiness in spiritual thîngs. The <liscourse was
Sexcellent in its matter, and îirobably timely and apt ; but the good man brougbt
Sdown bis lasb in such slowv monotonous beats, that instead of awakening Zion,

hie set more lieads nodding. Mr. King's is scarcely a pleasant voice ; bas littie
If variety or cadence ; and as every five minutes hie concluded a bead of bis dis-
s course with the repetition of bis text, the '«Awake, awake, Oh-h-h-h Zion"
h became positiveiy soporific. But bis congregation bholds together; and bas
e outgrown its sheil anid builded a larger and handsomer. 'And it rigbtly respects

Sthe;1high and kindly personal qualities of the pastor;. and thorougbly under.
O saiis tat he ffot o hi lie i todoit goo0d. And such a respect easiîY
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