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their progrcss in, and conviction of the necessity and beauty ut; say repre-

sentation of niiniorities, free trade, Imperial federation, the building of tic

Paciflu Railway by sections out of revenue, and their longing to foliow Mr.

Blake as icader. If any do not attend these meetings regularly or cease to

nork vigorously in the cause, lie shall be adrmonished first, Il borne wvîtli for a

seasoni," and tieu 1)0 remnoved front bis lace, and ail trade or custom froin bis

fellow reformers witlbdrasvn from hini. These rcforni classes and thecir leaders

arc agaiti dividcd into districts, and a superintendent pla.tcedoxer tbemi, wvho

shall puirsue -the saine tactics with these leaders as they wvith their classes, and

see to it that tlsey also are deprived of ail patronage ini trade or profession from

the party when they show signs of lukewarmness in the common cause. This

Ilsuperinten dent " to be one selected front these "lleaýders," and raised into a still

higher class of trained speakers, who hîave gone through a careful aisd searching

exalinination as to their ability to, defend, sustain, and convince of the main

postulates of the party. Ail these trained speakers again subject to the orders

of a confeérence comm-ittee selected from ansong theni, who shah bhave absolute

right to appoint their place ausd time of svork - so tbat, knosving, the whoie field,

tbey can set the, stongest mani to tbe weakest point, and place tbe weakest

man at the 3trongest point. At the head of tis conference place

the Hon. Ed. Blake as president - and who shall say that hoe bias not

a 7cel o.'<ani.5;ed party? Even Conservatisn itself nîiglit stand agliast with

envy, more 'especiaily If M1\r. Blake could ('untrive to add to the con-

ditions of nienbership a clause prohibitive of inarriage xvith any One

not of sound Refortui views, subjecting ail contenîipiated ntatrinîiony aniiid

bis adherents to the ordeai of consultation wvitli the leaders of the party, îvho

in sorte cases nsight 1bc perrnitted to relax their mLies -of Course n1ly in cases

of special lîardship--so far as to permit the marriage of a member wtth a lier-

soni who, aithoUgIb iot svholiy hand and giove wih tise larty, stili possessed

decided Ilrcforrn" ieatiings. The only defect in the system would be-wouldn't

it ?-that it wvas too inuch organized and somewvbat too rigid. As reforni

polities are nothing, if itot ieft free, the tendcncy migbt bc eventuaiiy to clintii-

nate f -roui the party ail possibility of progress, if Uhe terms subscribed to by

ail], aiid thus rigidly enforced by this perfect systein, were distinctly set forth as

ornpleted in the four articles first named, viz., representation of minorities,

Free lTrade, Imiperial Federation, and the building of the Pacific Railvay oui

of revenue.

Vet tbis is an exact counterpart of the Il system " of Il Methodisni " if, foi
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pivatc!y doctrines NNIiîeh ile tiiiyto (,i; «articles of reiigicn an i doctinial standard-, let

id c, m prucess (of discipline ani tril) hc observed as in cases of g', Oss ieim)oratit;'.

IWe judge pisuit of pîiv.stc crnoliirnent is incompatible with our iniisteriai dutics.

N o ininistei or puobatioccu ,duo will not i clinquish bis trade of buying and seiiing, though it

v-eue only pils, irups, or balsani:, slbail lic considered a minister or probationer u'ny longer.

,5 dio, cucr ouil boos is aun *

A careful, or os en a very superlicial study of these and other features of

the system ouglit surely to bc sufficient to convince us, that wlîatever the actual

result nîiay be, its /umJd'îcy is tu eliminate front its ranks ail progress or

reforin. Reform wouid uaturaily place itself outside of it, so as to attain the

plane of least resistante and most progress. Such a rigid system would in time

ho likeiy to cease to Die a vital organism, and become a remarkably peifect

skeieton. If haply the system continuied to have any life in it, that life and

progress svould be aptiy represented by a man on a treadnsili going through ail

the motions of walking, without the slightest resuit in change of scenery-or

surroundings-uniess lie stepped off.

That the Methodist Cliurcli in Canada, and eisewhere, does not wholly

justify titis logicai inférence is not tbroughi any fault of its system, but solely

because tiiere are' nany good nien xvitbin it, in svhom the life of charity, the

love of freedom and usefuiness, are so strong, tisat tise system, the discipline, is

heid only as a dead lutter. But it is flot so considered by ail; and the evil

of it is tiîat whvi any of these men get beyond the boutndi of the advancing

life of tise nsajority of their bretlsern, theis thiese brethern are apt to faîl back

upon tlîeir cast-iroui rules to crush ont tbe growing life in him.

Cast iron rules are dangerous; dangerous more to the society formed upon

tîsei, than to Ilthe worid ' iii this progressive age. Secular governmCi5ts are

more' Svse tisan the Modes and Persians, and don't make lasvs that cannot be

altered. 'l'lie chjîdren of this world ar-e frequently wiser than tise (so cailed)

clsildren of iight. I'ity 'tis tlîat these saine chiidren of light arc so slowv to

learln frointhenm. 
Sbero.

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN SCOTLAND.

1,-ltUNIEDt PRESBYTERIAN CîsURCt.

tThe U3. P. Church ivas the first publicly to enter into conflict with the

liberai spirit. But tue form given to the progressive movement by ils advo-

r cates svas conîparativel y insignificant and barren of resuits of any consequence.

A brief notice of il, therefore, sviil suffice.
nie four articles or Blake, ue s '~ -- rie i-te-VeL

To this is to be added, ere the fu1 foc ofisbn1g~ow atb ut A unesided and literaI interpretation of e tain doctrie iiiteW

ealized, a few extracts from the questions put by, anîd the instruction,, given îîtiîister Confession of Faith, givimîg prominence to the more repuisive aspçcts

o, cadli catndidate for the ininistry, by the board of examiners. These mninis- of the Caivinistic systen, issucd in a demand for the revision of the church's

ers, it wiil be rcîuemibered, occupy in the Methodist Churcîs the post corres- creed. [ni reaiity, hosvcver, it wvas a dlaim for ant amourît of freedom already

ondent to tisat of the 'l traiîsed speakers l is our ideal B3lake party. recognised by the ciîurci as practicaily existing. The end soughit ivas partial

I-leru are sonte of tbese selections :-only. No fuîsdamental doctrine ivas attacked. T'ie principie underiying the

The iiein are icqluircd to exaineit intu the case of us cry isiniistetru siolas iaciried wvlole systern of Protestant theology-thc infallibie authority of the Bible as a

Iuinig thec yar, %vhctlici tue rub lias becn obeyed, wviiclî says t ''l'e 1c' stel), towards rul of faiths-as preserved inviolate. No plea svas urged, for the abolition of

uIarriage witisout first c"nsîiltiiig your biethi il.' "creeds 
as snicb. 'Flic leaders of' tise inovement asserted that the church's crccd

"I'fliec liaiimaii shahi also exanmine cvciy piobatioxici for Uic mciuistly icspciig lus wvas aîstiquated. Tlîey denianded, therefore, that it should bc miade an expres-

u,1uaiistaîiCe wjti tlie biocks iccouinseiidcd to Ilim. For titis i'nlo cvery sueh probatiotier siors of thse clsurcii's living faith. So far thîey were the representatives of

s, icqcîired to deliver to the cliairmoal of lus distict a list or the iok vlîîcl lic lias icad modern liberalisniii theology. Il Living faiths," however, tiîey applied oniy to

:,se e lc rce ding aliuiiiîcetiiig.' the special doctrines under discussion-the nature of the atonemecnt; whether

Add to thiese tite usuai questions, to which a definite and confident answer it ivas availabit' for ail msets ; aîsd the nature and duration of the punishment

.s required of tise sicked-dIoctrines, wvlici in viesv of the vaster and more profoitnd

Hlave )-ou nuom ja~ii i Cîl anîd aie )-u guiitg on [o pcifcctioiî ? problenms agitating tIse iinids of tiiouglitfüi mien, sink itîto comparative isig-

hlase you attended reguiaîly to pîivate 1 rayer, andi to tIse devoionucl ucadcuug uf the ificatîce. And by thus narrowing tise more universai movement in svhicli

Ser-iptures and books of a spirituial aîsd cxjerimental kind ?" &c.tiesiaeteydse edotseevlfmeeocrnrs. 'teeies

1 ave yoîi visited the peuple at tiscir liousis, inquiring hîsto tlieir religions state ?he "hrd thyds&e.totelvlo necdcrnie. ,lcrvs

lanl liasve you u'atcchiiscl [lic rliildreiso ut [l schools, and [hiose ut yorur fi ietds and iii the U3. 1P. Cliturchi i'ontended for a iogicaily concatenated systeni of tlseoiogy

li,îr "&c. 
whicli should eîîîbody ail tue doctrinies seid. b)y their cinîrcli ; a demand as

1 ave yu had fruit ut your iinistry duîiîug [lic ycar &C. in)racticable, if isut in l)reseitt circtînstaticcs, as imspossible of attainimeit, as

\Vhat is justifications? \Vhat is jiîstifying faith ? " drc., &c. it rais counter to the w'iole liberal spirit by whici they professed to have been

'Do yoîî taise sîsuff, tobacco, or drams? " [A distincet azns\vcî inuîh iieîcg.tive 's animated.

,ejniied as a conditioin ut colitiîiuing uni pruobation.] 'l'ie dematsd, livCcofor a rc'visiotî of the Conîfession, intensifted by tlic

\VI cileto ilrucînsn ? atn oh y 1 eetadcanpeWîti u g i prosecutiots of a [)rotsiisetst inernber of the church for lieresy in connection

''A 1)rohuatioiser whlo marieis svhile oit trial sica/i be droppcu/ ii silnc. iviti tise coîstraverted doctrines, ivas so far yieided to that a Synodicai Commit-

Do you desire îsothing but God? tee wvas appointed to coîssider tihe whoie question and report. The outome of

1l lave yuu aý I//st conceptionu ut salvatiots by faits ?" tise Comnsittee's labours svas a Declaratory Statement, passed iîsto an Act by

Add to these tise foliowing extracts from the "Il ues of coisduct for a tise Synod of 1 87 8, svhich professed to set forth the sense in which the doctrines

mninister or probationer for the ministry :-in dispute sverc to ho lieid as understood by the U. P. Church. This Deciara-

'''rake no0 tep towaîds miarriage Nvithout first consuiting your bîcibren. tory Act seensed to grant concessions to the liberai spirit, by allotving frccdoîîs

"As a son in tise Gospel it is your duty to empioy your timne in t1)0 manner whicii -w, from tise literai interpretatioti of the account of tihe creation given iii the Book

direct. 
of Geisesis, ansd on otiser unimportatît details, Ilnot entering into tise substance

IWe (nsinistertl sîsould trequentiy iisk eacis other ' At what hosur do you tise ? Do of the faitis." Buît tise concsSioni xvas in name oîsiy. Ail the mains doctries

yocs spend [ho day in the mausuer w'hich tIse Conference advises ?' &'e. of the Confessiotn were emphaticaliy reaffirmed. Indeed, at thiî distance of

'' If vie au-e uînitedl, Nvisat eau stand before us ? If vre divide o e sbaîl cleztrcy ;c''o,[ie, the w'iole affair seenîs a burlesque. The labour of tise mouistain issued

tic NOII ofl u God, -asd tise souks of OurY peCole.otyita sose l'ri asxpesyeftoiemarty ftseSnd o

"A futeuî as possible ukse nt four ; from four [o fise in tise morniug and five t0 ,ix iu) tie deflsen sa mu t sv as eîssracd wthi ti e t "tiste susaticet of the faith, aîs

eveusing nieditate, pray andiuead tihe Scriptsmes, and tise closely practical parts ut wvîat 4

ji'ý,:jev ias Fublisiîed. 
tisus, is reaiity, thiiigs svere bUft very much in tise sanie position as Meore.

"When a minister or prQbationQI7 for [ho ministry icolds anc.l .iýýemniîti publiciy or This was usado plain etsotigli at the $ynod ineeting of tl)ç follQwin-- year. i ie
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