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graided by exerting her ingcnuity or lier
talents as a meaiîs of support.

Mrs. Di-gory now took lier leave, and
Conistanlc îurned to the i'indow, bo tonceal
froîn Lessiiîglini the tears that iii spîite of
lier seltt.comind %vore now stealiu dowa
ber chckls.

Lessiigliam lîastily ivent up to lier-, and
faking lier liand, lie siid witlî mach l1eeliîiig,
Il)ear Constance-Miss Allerton 1 men

-ulînt lias happened durinug my absence?
Why do I see you tlius ? But I fear I dis-
tress you by euîquiriiig. I perceive tliat
you are flot hiappy, tliat you have suiffcred
niaclà, and t1mb your circunistances have
clianged. Oan I do auytliug t0 console you,
or improvo your situation? Letmeat once
have a righit to do so ; ]et nie persuade
you to unîte your ffiîe xvith mine, and put
ain end t0 these unmerited, tîmese iuitolerable
hiumilia-tions."

No,"o iMri. Lcssinghiam," said Constance
dccply affected, IlI w'ill not take advantage
of' the geacrous impulse that lias led you
tlius ctiddenly to make an offer, wlîicli, per-
liaps, in a, calmer moment, and oit cooler
eoiisidcrabion, you maýy think of ivitît re-
gret."

Regret 1" cxclaimed Lessinglint, press-
ing lier hand betweeii botti of lus, and
surveyiîig lier wiîlî a look of tlîe fondest
adnmiration ; Il dearest Constance, how little
3'ou know your owvn value ; how little you
suppose bliat, during our long separation-"

Ilere lie wvas interrupted in lus impassion-
ed address by bue outrance of Mrs. Allerbon
and lier da.uglîters. Constance liastily iil-
drew hier baud, and preented lîim as Mr.
Lessingliam, a friead of hers front New Bcd-
ford.

Being mueli agitated, slîe iu a fe-w min-
utes, retired to compose lierseif in lier ovin
apartmnent. The girls soon after witlidrew,
and Lessiugbam, frankly iuîforming Mrs. AI-
lerton that hie wvas much and seriously inter-
ested la ber sister-in lave, begged to ltnow
sanie partieulars of bier present condition.

Mrs. Allerton, who feIt it impossible to
consider Mr. Lessingham as a strauger, gave
lii a brief outline of the circunistauces of
Constanee's residence with themn, and spoke
of her as the guardian angel of the famuly.
"She i8 flot only," said ber sister-in-law,
"one of the maost amiable and. affeetionate,

but also one of the most sensible and judici-

ons of womncn. And neyer have winl any
instance acted contraî'y to lier advice, w'ith-
out cventually fanding cause to regret that
'vo did so." Aîîd Mrs. Ailerton could, fot
forbear casting lier eyes over lier mourning
dress.

Lessiugliam, iliougl the praises of Con-
statice iras music in hîs cars, had tact enougli
to take hus leave, fearing that lus visit ivas
interferiug îvith family arrangements. Next
inoruing, tlîe vicater %vas so mild as to en-
able tlient ta sit up stairs witlî Iueir seîving,
for latterly, the state of theur fuel lîad not
permitted tiient to lceep a tire except in the
parlour and kitelien. Lessingham calledl
and cnquired for Constance. Slîe came
down and savi hiin alone. He reriew'ed, in
explicit ternis, the offer lic baid so abruptly
made bier oi tlie preceding afternoon.
Constance, whose lîeart lîad. been îvith. Les-
sin1gliani during thue ihuole of lus long ab-
sence, baid a severe struggle before slîe could
bring herself to iasist tlîat theju union should
be postponed for at loast tîvo ycars ; duriuug
wliich time she wislied, for tlîe salie of tlie
fatiîily, 10 romain witlî bleni, and gLyt the
sclîool fairly establislied ; lier nieces, mean-
wvlilp, couapleting thîcir oducation, and ne-
quiuing, under lier guidance, a proficieîîcy
ini the routine oft' eacliug.

"But surely," said lessingliant, Ilyou
uudcrstaud blini I wishi yon 10 niake over 10,
your sister-in-lavi tlîe wvlole of your aun Il-
ford's legacy. Yoti shaîl bring me notliing
but your invaluable sl.

Tlèough grabteftil for tîme gencrosity and
disiuitercsteîlness of lier lover, Conistanîce
kuevr îlîat tlîe interest of lier ten thousand
dollars iras, of course, not sufficient bo sup-
port Mrs. Allerton and her cliildre. ithiout
sanie other sour-ce of income ; and slîc ias
conviuced that thîey would nover consent ta
become peuisioners on Lessingham's bounty,
kiud and liberal as lie iras. She tîmerefore
adhîered tel lier determination of remaining
witli er sister and nieces until slie. liid seen
themt fairly alloat, and tlI shue eould leave
them. iu a prosperous condition. And Less-
ingliam was obliged 10 yield t0 ber convie-
tion that; site bail acted riglitly, and to con-.
sent Iliat bhe conipletion of bis -happiness
should accordingly be delbrred for two
years.

.He remained in Philadeiphia untiLhe Lad'
seen the Molrton family estabhished in their


