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SPEAKER SMITH'S HISTORY,
To the Editor of the Grumbler,
Lospoxn, August, 1859,

Dzae Simn,—As Iam about to return to my native
country, in which, I trust, T am not altogetber un-
kaoown, and 89 my vative country is no doubt anx-
ious to an t of the in which
her not altogether inaigmﬁcant son, and deputy oo
this occasion, was received by ber most gracious
Majesty the Queen, and the people of Eogland gen-
erally, I solicit the use of your columns in order to
lay before the public a brief history of my carecr
from the day I left Quobec up to the present mo-
ment,

I will pass over such minor incidents as the loss
of my appetite through sen-mckneaa, and the loss of
the baad-box containing my wigand gown through
malice or carclessness—together with sll meation
of the bad wines sud worse cigars which were the
plegue of my life on ship-board, and come t ooce

o the marrow of the subject. By the way, talking

of marrow, can you inform me what the expression,
« down on your marrow bomes” is derived from?

To return. In Londog, I met some jolly fellows
feom Quebec—such as Langevin, Oassault, also some’
¢haps from the Hundredth, who together with some
of our get from the House, and one or two of the
‘ministera made up 83 gloriou , *1 might pay uprori-
‘ous party, a9 evor did bonour to good cheer. We
went it strong cvery day and much stronger every
mghb—fnaking about like young kide—if I may
apply the term to myself, which I think on the
whole doubtful. There was not a place of note in
London that we did npot visit, from her Majesty's
pnhco dovwn to her Majesty's House of Correction,
in the latter of which places, half a dozen' of ue un-
expectedly tound ontbelves one morning.

1hd an interview with the Duke of Newcastle
soon ofter I arrived. On the whole, his Dukesbip
s vulgar ‘noble. When we were ushered in—tbat
is some Quebec fellows and I, he mistook me for one
of his lackeye, and requested me to put some wore
coal on the fire, I thought it o mark of truo great-
ness to comply ; but, in doing 20, I uofortanately
dropped my new wig—whxch cost me, or rathor the
.oountry, ton guineas—into the fire, in addition to
which 1 destroyed my gloves and damaged my toes
by ollowing a large piece of coal to fall upon them.
‘When his lordship became aware of who I was, be

was profaeo in his apologies; upon which to relisve
him from all embarrassment, T changed tho conver-
sution by oaquiring whether auy of his lordship’s
ancestors wero in the coal trado, or how it was that

| hia Jordship came to be called sfter Newcastle conl.

The enquiry, I was sorry to.esy, seemed to annoy
rather than gootbo bis lordship—so that I was not
sorry when the interview termmuted.

Soon after this interview ‘T was snmmoned to
court,
twelve bours to practice before the glags. The cer-
emony of preseatation wag, on the whole, dread(ul,
and cost me ten pounds of flesh, besides I am sure
@ hundred pounds of money, in broken mirrors and
discomfited ties and slippers. [ need not tell you I
would not have gooe lo all this trouble, but that I
had been assured that I should have beeo knighted,
When we arrived at the palace, I wae shown into a
large room, where wero agsembled many ladies and
gentlemon. Hero r crual joke was passed upon me.
I being iatroduced to some lady in waiting, who
personated the Queen ; and it was not wntil I had
knelt and bowed, and kissed hands, and bedn slap-
ped on the back by the poker that I discovered
that I was being hoaxed.

Atlast I was fntroduced to Her Majesty ; I need
not describe the ceremony. . It makes my back
ache to think of it. Her Majesty was very cordials
and eeveral times epquired after bher prominent
Oonnadian subjects by name. She was particalarly
anxions to bear about ber dear friend Bob Moodie.

« He's o firgt-rate little fellow 1" says Hor Majesty.

 He's a regular brick, ma’am,” says L.

“ DIl knight him,” says she, ‘“for the gAIlAn"
stand he took agaivet the Corporation, in the mat-
ter of the College Avenue.”

« Your Mojesty would be only doiog an act of
common juetice, if you did,” snys [ nad here I must
confess that 1 threw out a delicate hint ns to the
advisability of knighting mysslf; but it didn’t
take.

Prince Albert looks as if he was fed on lager
beor and sauer kraut. He mistook me for ode of the
aborigines, and said that he had always heard that
the North American Indians were red men. This
cauged me to blush, whereupon His Royal Highnesa
told mo not to disturb myself—that it did not make
any matter, and that in fact I waared enougb, with-
out making myself apy redder. When I discovered
to His Highness his mistake, he laughed, and said,
incredulously, * dhat’s gheod 1”

ler Mojesty asked me who Mr. George Brown
was. [ told her be was a great big Scotchman—
upon which sho agked me if he would'nt take a
commission in the Life Guards; I eaid I thought
not. During tbe interview one of the young prin-
cesses como beshind me, and mischiovously man-
aged to pluck off my wig, which cansed great mjrth
amongst those present.

It took me sixteen hours to drces, and<]

Regardiog the object of my visit, Her Majesty
was undecided. Sho said she'd sleop over the idea
before giving me a final answor. Deforo takiog my
departure—that is before I was dismissed—Her
Majeaty asked me to drop in occasionally and take
tea with her, begging of me to observe no ceremony,
as only herself and Albert would be .present. She
also said that the Prince of Wales might come over
to Oanada, if be had finished his schooling by next
spring. The ioformation did not sdem wuch to
please his youog Highness, for I understood him to
matter, on hearing it, something to the effect that
he'd be giggered if he’d come—upou which Her
Mojesty boxed his ears forthwith. One of the
youngest of the royal babics here commoncedbo
grow fraulically uprorious, and I wae summarily
dismisged.

Yoar obedient servant,
. Henry Swrro.
Speaker, L. A.
———— .
A CURIOUS APPLE TREB.

“ Mr. Siddey cEenzie, of Mariposa, in the Conn.
ty of Victoria, writes us to say that he bos in bis
orchard an applo-tree that has blossomed: three
times' thls yoar, nomely in spring, i July, and,
what is more exu‘nordmary still, in September.—
There was gome frait on the tree after the fieat
-blossoming. He incloges us one of the blossoms
.which has the rich, freah smell of epring., Whocan
beat this 1" —Leader.

Wo should like to-know what the Editor of ik
‘Leader menvs by “Who can-beat thig ?” It msy mean
a variety of things. First of all it may wenn, what
man can blossom three times in one year, .as Mr.
McKenzie's apple-tree has done. It may mean, who
can beat the blossoms which were sent to the edi-
torial sanctum ; or it may mean, wbo can béat M.
McEenzle bimeelf. Itie o new notion to hear an
Editor asking afler some man posoessed of conrago
-enough to set bimself into competition with an np-
ple-tres in the matter of blossoming. Sucha pro-
ceeding is nolhmg less than offering a premjum for
drunkenneas,—smce it is a well known fact i
pbysiology that the only portion of ‘man's bod
giveq to blossoming ia his pose; and, it il also
& well known fact that such blossoming is- noo the
result of drinkmg cold water, alone® The ducrip-
tion of tho apple certainly concludes in & most ‘ox-
traordinary msnner ; and as.guardians of the pub-
lic morality we demnnd to know what it ipeads? °

——
Alrient.

L —A eermn word belongmg to, the Eng«-
lish language, bas been very much nbuse_d of late,
and bag received as many names ag sn honest poli-
ticlan wsually does in the course of a well speat
life, Airiont, Irent, Highrent, Irfent, {Orient,, Argo-
not, Erynot, aro all the different modes of pronounc.’

ing the following combination of letters : deronang,



