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BRITISH METAL MARKETS.

IRON.-Welsh samples are worth more now
than a month ago by from 5s. to 7s. 6d. for
finished, and they are under the quotations
ruling at Midsummer by from 2S 6d. to 17s. 6d.
The smaller reduction has taken place in bars,
which stood at £12 12s. 6d. at Midsummer, and
the greater in rods, which were £13 12s. 6d., asthe lowest quotation at the same date. Staf-
fordshire samples have experienced an advance
during the month of from 5s. to ros.; but,
during the quarter, they have lost from z5s. on
rods and hoops, to 20s. on bars, whilst sheeti
have fallen 30s.-all upon the lowest quotations.
From Middlesborough our information is, at the

'last weekly meeting the genera quotation for
No. 3 was roos. per ton ; for No. 4 forge, gos.;
and for No. 4 foundry, 95s. net cash. For No.
3, however, some makers who are very well
supplied with orders, and whose brands are in
much request, obtained 105s. Some fair orders
for rails have been placed in the district during
the last fortnight, and the bulk of the manufac-
turers are supplied with work till the end of the
year, though at prices not very renumerative.
From £i i rôs. to £12 is quoted for ordinary
sections. Plates are in better request, and
orders can be placed at from £13 to £13 10s.
per ton. There is a pretty good demand for
bars, and nearly all the mills are now fully
occupied in order that they may finish their
foreign lots before the close of the navigation
season. Common bars may be got for £12.
The future of the iron market depends almost
exclusively upon the price of coal. The general
under supply of fuel has led to a strenghtening
of prices upon most hands, and in certain dis-
tricts, to the declaration of a decided* advance.
From Sheffield we hear of an advance of from
2S. to 48.; in the Wigan district the rise has
been rs. 8d., and in the Shropshire and North
Wales districts 2S. per ton. The Staffordshire
quotations are high, yet the leading proprietor
there is understood to be speaking of the pro.bability of an advance.

STEEL.-Steel generally is in good demand.
In Bessemer kinds the makers are especially
busy, and there is no probability of any fallingoff ir the requirements, notwithstanding the com-
paratively high prices by which the market is
regulated. Quotations generally remaim un-
altered upon the month, but during the three
months English Spring has effected an advance
upon the lowest quotations of £2.
. COPPER.-Copper has not been busy duringthe month or quarter, although the market has
not been without transactions. This metal seemris
to have arrived at a stage at which no violent
fluctuations are likely to be noted for the present.
It is worthy of remark that the existing quota-
tions are an improvement on those oflast month
by from £2 upon sheathing and bolts to £3 upon
old exchanged, and £5 upon best selected, and
tough cake and tile. Burra is better by a good
50s.

TIN.-This metal continues steadily todecline.
It is now from £20 tO £32 per ton less in value
than it was a twelvemonth ago. Than three
months back it is worth less by from £g to £Il,
and it is lower by from £2 to £4 than it was a
month ago. What changes may result from the
next ore sale which cornes off on the 7th inst,,
is not quite certain. Consumers do not purchase
actively ; the supplies are therefore nearer the
requirements of the market than was some time
ago the case. Arising out of this cause the
prospects seem to us to be in favour of the buyer.

LEAD.-W. B. is better by ros. than it waseither last month or three months ago. Sheethas equally improved upon the month, but it isless by the same amount than it was at the close
of June. Spanish is more valuable by 15s thanit was last month ; but it is now at the tigure atwhich it stood three months ago. Patent shot
is also somewhat better than last month, though


