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LEANINGS FROM MACAULAY.

After the repulse of the Anglo-Dutch before Li-
aerick, military operalions on a large scale were sus-
pended. The position of the hostile parties is thus
Jescribed by Macaulay :—

« From October 1690 till May 1691, no military
gperation on a large scale wasattempted in that king-
dom. Thearea of the island was, during the winter
a0d spring, not unequally divided 'between the con-
tending races. ‘The whole of Ulster, the greater

art of Leinster and about one-third of Munster had
submitted to the English. The whole of Connaught,
the greater part of Munster, and two or three coun-
ties of Leinster were held by the Irish. The tortu-
ous boundary formed by William’s garrisons raq in a
oorth eastern direction from the bay of Castlehaven
“te Mallow, and then, inclining still {urther eastivard,
proceeded to Cashel. From Cashel the line went to
Mullingar, from Mullingar to Longford, and from
Longford to Cavan, skirted Lough Erne on the west,

and met the ocean again at Ballyshannoo.

“The Irish who remained within the English pale

were, one and all, bostile to the English domination.
They were therefore subjected to a rigorous system
of police, the natural though lamentable effect of ex-
treme danger and extreme provocation. A Papist
was not permitted to have a sword or a gun. He
was not permitted to go more than three miles out of
his parish except to the market town on the market
day. Lest he should give information or assistance
4o his brethren who occupied the western half of the
isfand, he was forbidden to live within ten miles of
the frontier. Lest he should turn bis house into a
place of resort for maleconteats, he was forbidden to
sell liquor by retail. Ouce proclamation announced
that, if the property of any Protestant should be in-
jured by marauders, his loss should be made good at
the expense of his Popish neighbors. Another gave
cotice that, i any Papist who had not been at least
three wonths domiciled in Dublin shoutd be found
there, he should be treated as a spy. Not more than
five Papists ‘were to assemble in the capital or its
neighborhood on any pretext.  Without a protestion
from the government no member of the Church of
Pome was safe ; and the government would not grant
.2 protection to any member of the Church of Rome
who had a son in the Irish army.”

Meantime, as afterwards in Spain, the brave de-
fenders of their native land carried on a harassing
guerrilla warfare with the invaders. To these bands
the name of ¢ Rapparee® was applied, though it is
one of which no Irishman need be ashamed :—

¢ An incessant predatory war raged along the line
‘which separated the domain of William from (hat of
James. Every day companies of freebooters, some-
times wrapped in twisted straw which served the pur-
pose of armoar, stole inta the English territory, burn-
ed, sacked, pillaged, and hastened back to their own
ground. Toguard against these incursions was not
-asy: for the peasantry of the plundered country had
a strong fellow feeling with the plunderers. To

empty the granary, to set fire to the delling, to drive’
away the cows, of a heretic was regarded by every-

2qualid inbabitant of a mud cabin asa good work.—
A troop engaged in such a work might confidently
-expect to fall in, notwithstanding all the proclama-
‘tions of the Lords Jusfices, with some friend who
would indicate the richest booty, the shortest road,
and the safest hiding place. The English complained
that it was no easy matter to catch a Rapparee.—
Sometimes, when he saw danger approaching, he lay
down in the long grass of the bog; and then it was
as difficult to find him 4s'to find a hare sitting. Some-
times he sprang into a stream, and lay there, like an
-otter, with only his mouth and nostrils above the wa-
ter.” Nay, a" whole gang of banditti would, in the
twinkling of an eye, transform itsell into a crowd of
harmless laborers. Every man took his gun to pieces;
hid the lock in his clothes,. stuck a cork in the muz-
zle, stopped the touch hole with a quill, and threw
the weapon into the next pond. Nothing was to be
seen but a train of poor rustics who had not so much
as a cudgel among them, and whose humble look and
crouching walk seemed to show . that their spirit was
thoroughly, broken to slavery. When the peril was
-over, when the signal was given, every ‘man flew to

¢he-place where le had hid his arms; and soon the:

robbers were-in full march towards some Protestant
‘mansion. 'One band penetrated to Clonmel, another

to the vicinity of Maryborough: a third made its.

den. io a woody islet of firm ground, surrounded by:
the vast.bog of "Allen, harried:the county of Wick-
fow, -and alarmed even the suburbs of Dublin. Such

expeditions indeed wete not always successful. Some-’

times: -the plunderers fell in with parties of militia or
‘with detachmenits from the English garrisons, in situa-
tions in which disguise, flight and resistance were alike
‘mpossible. When this happened. every kerne who

was taken was hanged, without any ceremony, on the
nearest tree.”

With the spring hostilities recommenced ; but it
was not before August that the Anglo-Dutch troops,
under Ginkell, were able to resume the attack upon
Limerick.

HSECOND SIEGE OF LIMERICK.

“On the day on which Tyrconnel died, the ad-
vanced guard of the English army came within sight
of Limerick. Ginkell encamped on the same ground
which William bad occupied twvelve months -before.
The batteries, on which were planted guns and bombs,
very different from those which William had been
forced to-use, played day and night; and soon roofs
were blazing and walls crashing in every corner of
the city. Whole streets were reduced to ashes.—
Meanwhile several English sbips of war came up the
Shannon and anchored about a mile below the city.

¢ Still the place held out ; the garrison was, in nu-
merical strength, little inferior to the besieging army ;.
and it seemed not impossible that the defence might
be prolonged till the equinoctial rains should a
second time compe! the English to retire. Ginkell
determined on striking a bold stroke. No point in
the whole circle of the fortifications was more impor-
tant, and no point seemed to be more secure, than
the Thomond Bridge, which joined the city 1o the
camnp of the Irish horse on the Clare bank of the
Shannon. The Dutch General’s plan was to sepa-
rate the infantry within the ramparts from the cavalry
without ; and this plan he executed with great skill,
vigor, and success. He laid a bridge of tin boats
on the river, crossed it with a strong body of troops,
drove before him in confusion fifteen hundred. dra-
goons who made a faint show of resistance, and
marched towards the quarters of the Irish horse.—
The Irish horse sustained but ill on this day the re-
putation which they had gained at the Boyne. In-
deed, that reputation had been purchased by the al-
most entire destruction of the best regiments. Re-
cruits had been without much difficulty found- But
the foss of fifteen hundred excellent soldiers was not
to berepaired. The camp was abandoned without a
blow. Some of the cavalry fled into the city. The
rest, driving before them as many cattle as could be
collected in that moment of panic, retired to the
hills, Much beef, brandy and harness was found in
thie magazines ; and the marshy plain of the Shaonon
was covered with firelocks and grenades which the
fugitives had throwa away.

% The ‘conquerors returped in triumph to their
camp. But Ginkell was not content with the adran-
tage which he had gained. He was bent on cutting
off all communication between Limerick and the
county of Clare. In a few days, therefore, he again
crossed the river at the head of several regiments,
and attacked the fort which protected the Thomond
Bridge. In a short time the jort was stormed. The
soldiers who had garrisoued it fled in confusion to the
city. The Town Major, a French officer, who com-
manded at the Thomond Gate, afraid that the pur-
suers would enter with Lhe fugitives, ordered that
part of the bridge which was. nearest to the city to
be drawn up. Many of the Irish went headlong into
the stream and perished there. Others cried for
quarter, and held up handkerchiefs in token of sub-
mission. But the conquerors were mad with rage:
their cruelty could not be immediately restrained ;
and no prisoners were made till the heaps of corpses
rose above the parapets. The garrison of the fort
had consisted of about eight hundred men. Of these
only a hundred .and twenty.escaped.into Limerick.

“ This disaster seewed likely to produce a general
mutiny in thé besiéged city. The Irish ¢clamoured for
the blood of the Town Major who bad ordered the
bridge ‘to be drawn up in'the face of their flying
countrymen. His superiors were forced to promise
that he should be brought before a court martial.—
Happily for him, he bad received a-mortal wound, in
the act of closing the Thomond Gate, and was saved
by a soldier’s death from the fury of the multitude.
The cry for capitulation became so loud and impor-
tunate that the generals could not resist it. - D’Us-
sop informed his government that the fight at "the
bridge had so effectually cowed the spirit of the gar-
rison that it was impossible to continue the struggle.
Some exception may perhiaps be. taken to the evi-
dence of D’Usson: for undoubtedly ke, like every
Frenchman who had held any command ‘in the Irish
army, was weary of his baniskment, and impatient to
see Paris again. But it is certain that even Sars-
field bad lost heart. Up to this time his voice had
been for: stubborn resistance. - He was now not only

the bay of Galway had acknowledged the authority
of William. The men of Kerry, reputed the fiercest
and most ungovernable part of the aboriginal popu-
lation, bad held out long, but had at length been
routed, and chased to their woods and mountains.—
A French fleet, if a French fleet were now to ar-
rive on the coast of Dlunster, would find the mouth
of the Shannon guarded by Epglish men of war.
The stock of provisions within Limerick was already
running low. If the siege were prolonged, the town
would, in all human probability, be reduced either by
force or by blockade. And, if Ginkell should enter
through the breach, or should be implored by a mul-
titude perishing with hunger to dictate his own terms,
what could be expected but a tyranny more inexora-
bly severe than that of Cromwell? Would it not
then be wise to try whal conditions could be obtained
while the victors had still something to fear from the
rage and despair of the vanquished ; while the last
Irish army could stiil make some show of resistance
behind the walls of the last Trish fortress?

“On the evening of the day which followed the
fight at the Thomond Gate, the drums of Limerick
beat a parley ; and Wauchop, from one of the tow-
ers, hailed the besiegers, and requested Ruvigay to
grant Sarsfield an interview. The brave Frenchman
who wasan esile on account of his attachment to one
religion, and the brave Irishman who was about to
become an exile on account of his attachment 'to an-
cther, met and conferred, doubtless with mutual sym-
pathy and respect. Ginkell, to whom Rurigny re-
ported what bad passed, willingly consented to an
armistice. For, constant as his success had been, it
had not made him secure. The chances were greatly
on his side.  Yet it.was possible that an attempt to
storm the city might fail, as a similar attempt had
failed twelve months before. If the siege should be
turned into a blockade, it was probable that the pes-
tilence which had been fatal to the army of Schom-
berg, which had compelled William to retreat, aud
which had all but prevailed even against the genius
and energy of Marlborough, might soor avenge the
carnage of Aghrim, The rains had lately been heavy.
The whole plain might shortly be an immense pool
of stagnant water. It might be necessary to move
the troops to a healthier situation than the bank of
the Shannoa, and to provide for them a warmer shel-
ter than that of tents. The enemy would be safe till
the spring. In the spring a French army might land
in Ireland: the natives might again rise in arms from
Dounegal to Kerry; and the war, which was now all
but extinguished, might blaze forth fiercer than ever.

# A negotiation was therefore opened with a sia-
cere desire on both sides to put an end to the contest.
The chiefs of the Irish army held several consulta-
tions at which some Roman Catholic Prelates and
some eminent lawyers were invited to assist. A pre-
liminary question, which perplexed tender consciences,
was submitted to the Bishops. The late Lord Lieu-
tenant had persuaded the officers of the garrison to
swear that they would not surrender Limerick till
they should receive an answer to the letter in which
their situation had been explained to James. The
Bishops thought that the oath was no longer binding.
It had been taken at a-time when the communications
with France were open, and in the full belief that
the answer of James would arrive within three weeks.
More than twice that time had elapsed. Every ave-
nue leading to the city was strictly guarded by the
enemy. His Majesty’s faithful subjects, by holding
out till it bad become impossible for him to signify
bis pleasure to them, had acted up to the spirit of
their promise. - _ : .

“ The next question was what terms should be de-
manded. ~ A paper, containing propositions which
statesmen of our age will think reasonable, but which
to the most humane and liberal English Protestaats
of the seventeenth century appeared extravagant, was
sent to the camp of the besiegers, What wasasked
was that all offences should be covered with oblivion,
that perfect freedom of warship should be allowed to
the native population, that every parish should have
its priest, and that Irish Roman Catholics should be
capable of holding all offices, civil and military, and
of enjoying all municipal privileges.” '

These - terms . were-refused, but others’ were pro-
posed by the Dutchman Ginkell more- in accordance
with the principles of civil and religious liberty, as
understood. by Protestants, and ultimately accepted
by the:now-greatly reduced garrison, who had given
up all hopes of .succor from France:— '

“On the first of October, Coningsby and Porter
arrived at the English headquarters. ~On the second

willing, but impatient to treat. It seemed to him%the articles of capitulation were discussed at great

-that the city was doomed. There was no hope of

succor, domestic or- foreign. - In every part of Ire-
land the Saxons had set their feet on' the necks of the
natives. Sligo bad fallen. Erven those wild islands
which intercept the huge waves of ‘the Atlantic from

length and definitively settled. On’the third they
were signed. They were divided.into two parts, a
military ‘treaty and a civil treaty. "The former wvas
subscribed only by the generals on both sides. The

Lords Justices set their names to the !atter.f_ T

_ % By the military treaty it was agreed that svck
Irish officers and_soldiers as should declare that they
wished to go to Fraoce should be conveyed thither,
and should, in the meantime, remain under the com-
mand of their own generals. Ginkell undertook to
furnish a considerable number of transports. French
vessels were also to be permitted to pass and repass
freely between Britanay and Munster. Part of Li-
merick was to be immediately delivered up to the
English. But the island on which the Cathedral and
the Castle stand was to remain, for the present, ia the
keeping of the Irish.

“The terms of the civil treaty were very different
from those which Ginkell hadsternly refused to grant.
It wasnot stipulated (hat the Roman Catholics of
Ireland should be competent to hold any political or
military office, or that they should be admitted iato
any corporation. But they obtained a promise that
they should enjoy such privileges in the exercise of
their religion as were consistent with the law, or as
they had enjoyed in the reign of Charles the Second.
“To all inbabitants of Limerick, and to all of-
ficers and soldiers in the Jacobite army, who should
submit to the government and notily their submission.
by taking the oath of allegiance, an eutire amnesty
was promised. They were to retain their property ;
they were to be allowed to exercise any profession
which they had exercised before the troubles: they
were not to be punished for any treason, felosy, or
misdemeanor committed since the accession of the
late King: nay, they were not to be sued for da-
mages on account of any act of spoliation or outrage
which they might bave committed during the three
years of confusion. This was more than the Lords
Justices were constitutionally competent to grant.—
[t was therefore added that the government would
use its utmost endeavors to obtain a Parliamentary
ratification of the treaty.”

It is needless to add that every one of these arti-
cles was shamefully violated by the British. [adeed
their conduct to Irish Catholics would seem tos indi-
cate that, according to Protestant ethics, “no faith
is to be held with Papists.” . ‘

Of the survivors of the garrison of Limerick,
amounting to about 15,000 men, about 1,000 ac-
cepted service under the Anglo-Dutch; 2,000 re-
turned home ; aud the remainder, about 11,000, fc-
companied the gallant Sarsfield to the Contigent,
where on many a hard fought battle field they nobly

avenged their country’s wrongs. Even Macaulay

caa not record unmoved, the departure of these gal-
lant exiles :— *

# After the soldiers had embarked, roora was found
for the families of many. DBut still there remained
on the water side a great muititude clamouring pite-
ously to be taken on board. As the fast boats put
off there was a rush into the surf. Some women
caught bold of the ropes, were dragged out of their
depth, clung till their fingers were cut through, and
perished in the waves. The ships began to move.—
A wild and terrible wail rose {rom the shore, and ex-
cited unwonted compassion in hearts steeled by ha-
tred of the Irish race and of the Romish faith. ‘Even
the stern Cromwellian, now at [ength, after a despe-
rate struggle of three years, left the undisputed lord
of the bloodstained and devastated island, could not
hear unmoved that bitter ery, in which was poured
forth all the. rage and all the sarrow of 2 conquered
nation. o o

¢ The sails disappeared. The emaciated and bro- -
ken-hearted crowd of those whom a stroke more
cruel. than that of death had made widows and or-
phans- dispersed, to beg their way home through a
wasted land, or to lie down and die by the roadside
of grief and hunger.” L

Having made a solitude, the English called it
% peace.”” «Tn Irefand,” says Macaulay, ¢ there
was peace’’—that is, the Catholics were at the mercy
of the enemies of their race and their religion.—
There was “peace,” such as Poland long enjoyed
under the iron rod of Russia:— .

“In Ireland there was peace. The domination
of the colonists was absolute. The-native population
was tranquil with the ghastly tranquillity of exhaus-
tion and of despair. There were indeed outrages, .
robberies, fireraisings, assassinations. But more than
a century passed away without one general insurrec-

.| tion. . During that century,two rebellions ivere: raised

in Great Britain by the adherents of the House:-of
Stuart.: But neither when the elder Pretender-was
crowned-at Scone; nor when the younger :held - his
court’ at ‘Holyrood, was the stindard of ‘that:House
set'up in Connaught or Munster, In 1745, indeed,
.when the Highlanders were marching towards Lon--,
.don, the Roman Catholics of Ireland were so - quiet

1 that the Lord Lientenant could, without the smallest
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