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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
om the Poat oMce, whether direcled to his own name or
another's, or whether he has subsoribed or not, 18 respon-
sible for payment.

2. If & person orders his paper discortinued
he anstpay all arrears, or the publisher may continune to
send it until payment ig made, and then collect the whole
amount, whether (he naper {8 taken from the office or not

3. In suits for sabscriptions, the suit may be
lastitnted in the place where the paper ls published al
though the aubsoriber may reside hundreds of miles away

4. The courts have decided that refusing to

take newspapers or perlodicals from the Postoffice, or
removing and leaving them uncalled for, 18 prima faoic
evidenoo of intentional fraud.

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER,

Dro.

7th—2o0d Sunday in Advent.
i4th—3rd SBunday in Advent. [Notice of
Ember Days. Ember Coll. daily ]

17th—
19th—
20th—
21st—4th Sunday in Advent. Si. Thomss,
A. & M. [DNotics of Chrisimas, St.
Stephen and St. John. ]
25th—CharisT™MAs Dav, Athan. Creed.
26th—8t. Stephen, First Martyr,
27th- -8t John, Ap. & Evangelist.
29th—1Ist Sunday after Christinas,
tice of Circumcision.
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THE HISTORIC EPISCOPATE,

Right Rev. William Crosswell Doane, D.D.,
LL D., Bishop of Albany.

I propose to treat in this paper two questions,
—first, ** What we find about the Historic Epis-
copate” ; and secondly, * Why we should nas.
turally expeot to find it.” It is the case of an
old friend, or to some people an old foe, with &
new face. The long controversy has chunged
in many ways, prominently and particularly in
terminology., The ¢ Apostolic succession,’
which used to be ridiouled as & matter of magio
snd mummery, has got to be a question of his-
tory and faot; and theevidence of this is partly
in the very change of lerms, I may as well say
that I firmly believe that CmareT ordained the
Historic Episcopate when He ordained the
Apostolate; that the one included and involved
the other ; so that it does not seem to me to
make an ioia of difference whern the Apostles
get apart men for the carrying on of the work
whioh Christ had assigned to them to do. The
only question is, whether they did it; for it is
inoredible to me that they should have dared
to invent, and intrude into the polity of the
Ohuroh (that is to say, the government of the
Kingdom of God on earth), anything of their
own organization, And it being once granted
that Bishops are found in the Apostolio age, by
Apostolio uppointment, and with Apostolic au~
thority,—or, to put it more mildly, without

indignant Apostolic protest.—it seamns to me to
follow inevitably that Bishops were of Christ's
own appointment. It is certainly a geological
faot that in the earliest stratum of the most
ancient earth the oldest fossil relic in the trilc-
bite, which is a three lobed or threefold thing.
[ believe it can be as thoroughly proven that
in the most ancient stratnm of thg Holy Land
—the oldest part and age, that is to say, of the
Christian Church—the trilobite exists, in the
threefold ministry of Bishops, Priests, and
Deacons,—the first living organism of the
Church.

Thie is the first point to be proved. or at any
rate, that there existed an Order (Bathmos, St.
Paul calis it, which we translate *degree,’ but
by which ths Eastern Church has always de
scribed the Orders of the ministry),~—~an Order
of men, set apart for the two great acts ol
governing and perpetuating the ministry,

The statement which for a good many years
has stood at the head of the Bnglish Ordinal is
certainly a challenge, Aitherto not successfully
contested, of this trnth. ¢ It is evident unto all
men diligently reading Holy Soriptare and
ancient anthors that from the Apostles’ time
there have been these Orders of ministers in
Cbrist’s Church : Bishops, Priests, and Deacons’
Tt looks = little bit as if the English Church
weant by this to say that if people have not
found these three Orders it is bhecanse they
have either not read Holy Soripture and anci-
ent authors together, or else they have potread
them diligently. I am glad to say that Bishop
Ligbtfoot has attained such an honorable repu-
tation for thoroughness of research, and for
impsrtiality of judgment, that one can safely
appeal to him as an aunthority respected even
by those who are not willing to accept or to
sct upon his conclusions. His vindication of
the authenticity and authority of the Ignatian
Epistles i one of the great masterpieces of
honest and olear-headed oriticism in the 19th
century ; and in his Commentaries to the Epis-
tle to the Philippiana he says: ‘The result of
my investigation into the origin of the Chris-
tian ministry has been & confirmatlon of the
statement in the Eoglish Ordinal,” Over and
over again he emphanizes this, For example:
‘ The threefold ministry can be traced to Apos
tolic direction ;’ and sgain: ¢ Unless we have
recourse to & aweeping condemnation of receiv-
ed doonmentz, it seems vain to deny that early
in the szcond century the Episcopal office was
firmly and widely established. Thus daring the
last three decades of the first century, and con-
sequently during the lifetime of the last sur-
viviving Apostle, this change must have been
brought about,” (that is to say, from a Presby-
terate governed by Apostles to & Diocesan
Episcopacy). And still again: ‘The evidence
for the early and wide oxtension of Episcopacy
through proconsular Asia may be considered
irrefragable’ When you add to this the fact
that proconsular Asia was the sceme of dt.
John's life and labors to the end, there comes a
very marked emphasis to the matter of our
Lord’s intention; for oertainly the Apostle
whom Jesue loved conld not have suffered the
oxistenco and extension of an institution in the
Church, which was not aceording to ‘the mind
of Christ,’ We do not wonder that Lightfoot
should add: ‘ The prevalence of Episcopacy
cannot be disassooiated from the inflaence and
sapotion of the Apostles; and short of an ex-
press statement, We oan possess no better ae-
gurance of & Divine appointment, or at least of
a Divine sanotion,’

T desire to add, in connestion with this same
rogion of the world, what always ceemed to me
a very strong bit of historical evidence in the
same direction. In the Acts of the Fourth
General Council held at Chalgedon A p. 451, in
the oourse of a debate respecting the filiing up
of the Ephesian Bishoprio which had been de-
olared vacant, Lieonitus, Bishop of Mugunesia,
made the statement: ‘ That from Timothy to
the time then present, there had bheen twenty-

seven Bishops of that See, all of whom had
been ordained in Ephesus itself.'*

I am qaite well aware that this qhestion of
the Dincesan Episcopate, as illustrated by S,
Timothy’s appointment to Ephesus, is a some-
what mooted point, and that Bishop Lightfoot,
from whom any one would hesitate to differ,
oonsiders his office ‘rather & movable than 5
localized Episcopate, so far as the Gentile
Churches were concerned.’ Bat the localized
or Dioccesan Episcopate among the Hebrew
Christians seems to0 me hardly to admit of a
doubt, for St James, who presided in the
Council of Jerusalem, was either ome of the
twelve (which I do not believe),—&ad if he
was, then we have ocertainly the case of an
Apostle set apart as & Diocesan Bishop and
presiding over & single See,—or else he was
not an Apostle atall; in which oase we have
an instance of & Diocesan Bishop, in the time
of the Apostles, presiding over them, their
equal in order because he was & Bishop, and.
their superior in looal dignity. because he was
the Bishop of the See oity in whioch the Council
met.

Of course it is perfectly possible that Kpisco-
paoy grew ‘by way of development, as the
needs of the extending charch demanded it.’
S0 did the Diaconate. Bat it does not follow
from that, that it was not aocording to the
polioy of our Liord, Indeed, we must always
use that word *development,’ not in thesense of
discovery and promulgation of something,
without, if not against, the original and Divine
plan., A thing must be eaveloped first, in
order that it may be developed afterward. And
there are positive and important steps, record-
od in the book of the Acts as taken by the
Apostles not in a slow, dombtful, heritating
way, bat positively and promptly, 88 men act
who have been thoroughly trained and pre.
pared for emergencies which arise. One of
shese I propose to speak of in detail, a8 answer-
ing the second question of the two which head
this article ; namely, why we should expeot
to find the Historioc HEpiscopate. I mean the
ordinance, certainly Sacramental in ite charac-
ter, which is called ‘the laying on of hands.’
The otaers will naturally suggest themselves,
—the change from the seventh to the first day
of the week ; from the evening Pasaover to the
morning Eacharist; the institution of the Dia-
conta ; and the resort to a Counoil representing
the whole Church as the method of settling
any question of dootrine or order,

And now as to the Holy ordinance known
in Holy Soriptare a8 ‘the laying on of hands,’
which has received, in the whole Weatern
Church for nearly twelve oconturies, the namo
of Confirmation ; the Eastorn Church calling it
the Seal of the Lord, or the Unction, Oar cwn
name, venerable both for antignity and for
guch suthority as that of S. Ambrose and 8,
Gregory, is ohiefly admirable because it is
specific,—laying on of hands being of course
used, not merely for confirmicg the grace and
vow of the baptized, but for conveying Holy
Orders, and indeed for any solemn aot of bene-
diction. My conviction and corteation about
this matter is, that if we can find it in Holy
Soripture and ancient authors required, and
coufined, so far ag its administration goes, to
cne order of the ministry, it muost mean that
we shall also find the Order of tho ministry
aathorized to administer it.

Lot me begin by saying that the argument
for the institation of the laying on of hands by
Christ Himself, runs, as do 850 many arguments
of & similar sort, in parallel lines of whatin one
way were parallel lives, The action of 8.
Peter [S John being associated with him] in
Samaria, immediately after the day or Pente-
cost, a8 illustrating the dootrine of S. Pater in
the sermon preached on the day of Pente-
cost, is to be studied side . by side with the
action of 8. Paul in the city of Ephesus, as
illustrating the dootrine which I believe S.
Paul taught to the Hebrew Christians, in the




