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effectively tanght, and their meaning soffloient-
ly grasped by the sobolars as a whole.

These thon are bi oadly -the linos on whioh a
Sunday school may be effectively worked, IL
only imains te consider how far the Sunday-
school sytelm bas fulfilled the intention of its
founder. IL ia admitted by ail who have Lad
an opportnnity of judging of its work that it
has conferred benefits on the country whioh
could have beon conferred by no other orgaiza.
tien. It has brough t religions teaubing within
the reach of every child in Englhud, it has sup-
plemented the ministorial work of the pariah
priest by instructing iunder bis superintendence
the little ûnen of bis flock, it bas repaired the
negligence of parents who bave been too acLen
ind ffei ont with regard te the religious rain-
ing of their children, and if we admit, as we
ai e compelled to de, ibat, aven after a century
of work, much romains for it still to do, it is
only a recognition of the fact that the Sunday-
school is, after ai;, but a human organization,
and lacking in the completenose and purtectin
which charaeterizes a divine irstitution. Bat
year by year it is mtiking good its deficiencies,
and adapting itself more and more to the needs
of the children committed te its tare.

The coures of lessone pubisbed by the
ahurch of England Sunday-soboul Institute and
other Church societies are all that aun be de-
sired te asesist the teacherh in their reeponuible
work; in many parithes normal classes arc
held to teach them how to teach; proparation
classes are part of tho machinery o' evory woll
organized pariah; aud a vigorous effort is now
being made to provide for a syatem atio visita.
tion ad inspection of Sanday sbehools. Ali
alrng the line thora in energy, activity, and re-
ality. Spurred on by the senlarizing iendency
of modern educational legibiatiun, the Churoh
ei Englana is endeavouring by promuting the
efficiency of her Sunday-school to supply the
'want of that definite dogmatiC religionu teich
ing wuhicb i Lao longer permitted to be given ib
many of ihe day-schools of this country. The
blpex8 in thiù work mnay not in ail cases be
highly-trained teaceïr, but their commen
motivo for undcerutki g the work is the con-
etraining love of Ch) iht, and what id wanting in
techuical knowledge is made up for in enthu
kium, bo that we cannot ctoubt that this great
bunday.uchuol jsytemi intngurated in such a
hLx biu >pirit by Robert Raikes a century ago,
is dettincd to do an even groater work in the
fntul C tLtL it bas Kccomplished in the paet,
snd bu au inist rment in iod'e bands for pre.
serving uri dear motherhad from the indiffer-
onlisa, Lhe agnoticism, the scepticism, and
ktbiLm wbich hbas atained the national life sud
murred the proFpcrity of soame other nations.

FAMILY DEPARTMENT,

THE BLE8SED BROOD.

Guther them close te your loving lieart,
Cradile them oiose to your breast;

Tbey wili poon enough leave your brooding
care,

Soon enough aïcond youth's topmost stair-
Little ones in te nest.

Fret Lot thtt the tbildren's hearts are gay,
That their restleE feet will rmn;

Thera my coma a tize in tho by and by
When yuu'li it lin your lonely room and sigh

For a sound of childish fan;
When yon'll long for a repetition sweet,

That sounded thruugh each room,
Qi ' Mother I mother 1" the dear love-calls
That will eche long tircugh the seilnt halla,

Aud add Lu their stattely gloom.
Thero may come a time when you'll long te

hear
The eager, boyiFh tread,

The luolets whistle. the clear, ehrill ehout,
The busy bustlq in and out,

And pattering overhead.

When the boys and girls are ail grown up, cend help te est my Ohristmsjoint, whioh
And scattered far and wide, la exocodingly plumant. The noigiber next

Or gone to the nadisoovered shore, door ba. premised te lend me a chair; we're
Wheore youth and age come neyer more, ail se friendly with eue anether,"

Yon will mise tbem from your side. sThen if yen bave a visiter. yen muet bring
Thon gather them te your loving heart; ber with yen te tes." said Rate, sud an-

Cradlo them on your bresst; ohuîdren yen bave. Havon't ye got sny Eone
They will oon enough leave your brooding ordangiters? Yon'denjey yeurself more with

c ucare, tboni ttre."
Soon enough aseond youth's topmost stair- "Blees yeur kind heart, ail the me,

Little ones in the nest. anewered Mss. Doffy, ber cheorful face everost
-- Good Housekeeping. fer a moment; II nover bad more than ere

beno>- boy, sud ho 'usut off te Auetraly nigi
MISERABLE CH RI T MASyear ge. M Johnyhe u,

18 ER ÀB LE CH R18 M Spmotmes I tbing as s hahl neyer sets hlm
AND A again. I 'us Linking o! hlm 'hen yeur knock

HAPPY NEW YEAR. came te the deer. Ho 'us geing on for tweuty;
sud I 'use a etrong wemsn ef fort>- thon. I

[Continued.] deult 'hother Jon>- 'ud knew hie peor eld
IL was a very little kitchen, but quite large "ow long i mice bo fmhn

enough for thIe farniture it contained. There qr R t
was au old box untder the window, and one nver e i l lr
shelf against the Wall, holding ail Mrs. Daif>-'. Duify , iD malter ef ceurse toue; "ho couldu't
china and plate. The only chair, and a tiny write, sd I ceu]du't write. But ho went te
table standing on three thick legs, were drawn Anetra>, sud ho ie lu Austral> nov, if li
up te the fireplace, in which a few eoals were haau't tnmbled off. I can't belp thmulrig at
burning. Two l tin candlestimut'a tumbld off, thong h ies

bumnng.Twecli nucsndeetakssuda fat-nover de tumble off tho ooîlîng. I'vo wstchcd
iron adorned the chimnoey pieuce, and Kate saw, 'cm for heurs sud heure together, thukiug of
wilh a slight prick of her conscience, for ah. my Johney, sud no fi>- nover tumblod off pet,
bad not cared to decorate the bouse at home, The> bave te vair wiîh thoirhes desnwards
that a bit of bol]y bad been stuock inte oach in Australeh, 11k. hem fies; but M> Join>
candlestick, as well as into overy other pane of hmat times."
the little window. Mrs. Duify herself 'us "Oh, no, ho cenldn't tumble off," said Rate,
seated in tre chair, apparently amusing herself langhixig a Ie; "but are yen sure yen weutd
with a pant omino of taking tea, for there was a know him ycureelf, Mr. Duf>-, aftor thirty
biack tedpot aun a cracked cup and saucer on 3Osm8 ?"

tic ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~4 tbeutoe'senfodpnisu "Can a mether ferget her o'uu bey V' sekedthe table, but there was no food opon it, and t l oa,"AaIeol nwm
when she held the teapot almostperpendicularly e wJohun>- smeng a îheusand, or tons ef theusauda.
only a few drops fel from the spout. She put l'il b. glad te bring my friand with me to-rnr-
it down, and Iooked placidly into the embers, rew, sud man> thanka ta yen for seking lier.
sbaking ber head a little from time te time, but I've gel te go Ont ie tht ceuniry te *mng a
gently, as if more in remembrance of the piet carril or two s a fa a , 'uhere theyre
tban in roproach of the present. She was a ulwsys ver> gocd te me; but thst'l be store
clean, froah looking old woman, with no teeth, dinner; snd wo'l b. punotusi te peur houe.
and ber cheeks formod a litle hall, liki a ai Ave e'clck, me sud ry friand; soda merry
withered rosy apple, betwcn her hollow cyes Christmas sud s bappy New Year ter one
and sunken mouth. et sd yeu abeya ail, ry dear."

" The Lord love yeu, my dear," said Mrs. "A miserable Christmas, sud su unhappy
Duffy, when Kate went in and delivered her New Year it will b. fer me," thuglt Rate;
message, l and the good dootor too. It isn't but e did not se> it. Mme. Bail>' tnsisted
everybody as has snob friends as me-on a upen lighting ler dewu the court with ber
Christmas Eve, too, when a body feels so loue- oly candie, wbich guttored and waeted terri-
some wi'out friends. I don't mind se much on bI>-inuthe night wind; and tb. lait glane. eh.
working days, my dear, but one wants friend& had ef the kid>, withored eld face ue lit op
on a holiday like Christmas. One can work by ite fikoring fiare at lhe entrance e! tic
wi'out friends; but one can't live wi'out dark passage.
fiaonds." Yery sar>- in 1h. memning long bofore the

i No, indood 1" esid Rate, 'ti a profound Cristma un us rosay th show itef, lie.
sig. Boruhas roed ip te the act that if cha w te

"ÂAnd l'y. geL sncb geed friende 1" aontinued sing a "arnil" a mile anod haf a in tic
ira. Duif>-, trinmpbarnlj; Il"there'e eue se ceunt>, if yus have te isot out.-mve ber

gave me sixpeuce, sud soother tbreepeuee, snd bard nesp hf rage wid atyost, eith the thin,
anethor twcpenee, oui>- Ibis merning. That tle byoke h. avd ben hiveri g nd r a
came rip Le elevexiponce; se I've bengot my nigdt, ers more atrative to he am oeventy
Christmas joint, juet 11k. othor foîkt, bhouldn't peers o! age b lb long, loual wulk, threagh
yenrmy dean?" fanes deep .own betwen hig hedgerwe, wth

dI should, Ver>- rnxxeh," answered Rate. car rate fillad with rntigled rud sd usl. But
Tire Christms joint s evidntl s ver>- soi mas es brave and gratlful heert, sed hem

precieus possession, fer il had boon laid came- a short prayar for beot sud everybody, utter-
lt>- boL-oeu s plate and a basin, sud those ag befor quiting Lie feobl wamth of her bo,

vane 'cli tied oin 10a rsggcd olethed, md put te lliod eut bo thd oril.H frostinos o! the
eut of thc wa>- et an> naraudiug est. Ro'a omdng dawn. Up nd deoan lie f treet he
cyea ove vent rip a gced demi, snd lier *yolid beard wthe hri]l voice chidren chanting
niamied s hittle s if viti ceming teans, 'hon semo hritmss dbtty; sud ahe thihegdt o!
heh ssv IL. IL vas s mnertiel e! caurso b..!, own>' whs ho 'se s boy, hit hie yhlow

'uhici se rogarded, vii uncenoalod aatiefao- hir, sud round, mcd face, tunning ont ail eager-
tien sud deligit. 005. snd hope on a Chriermas memnng, sud

"lThat comt soveupene," ie sad, "suand 1 siigiiig in" a voie 'uhich culd nm t fait td rouse
bongbt tweponDyerth o! greeus sud a two- th mst determined leper.
pennywert<i les! te est 'tt ii-me ied a ".He came home ue with thoe shillings
friend cf mine, as ia cemiug te dine wkbh me. snd twpence-halfpenuy, il n ha'pence,"
IL'e a ver>- peor lame girl as lives devu tic tienght Mme. if, wipiog ae- a tr from
court; ver>- poor iudeed, y I anked ber te tde nunken cerner e! ber oye.


