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— Original Poetry.
For the Church.
A A STRANGER’S TOMB.
[In Grantchester churchyard, near Cambridge, is a tomb with
- th‘:'e.ﬁption i—“Sacred to the memory of William Jauncey,
city of New York, in the United States of America, and

% W-Commoner of St. John's College, Cambridge. He died
O¥: 19, 1830, aged 19 years.”]

I‘:lf:," school stern lore for earliest pupil hath,—
.1 S Strange abyss oft yawns across his path
Its © earth yet smiles o’er earth of cloudless sky,
i Y° Promise, hope its canopy.
No!ip outh! thou didst pass the agony alone,—
Thy f, to fhe"n no ear to catch each moan ;
Thy ever'd cheek by friendship’s care unfann’d,
Y t_ll.l‘obblng brow unpress'd by kindred hand.
'll!llons throng’d the night of thy clos’d eye;
¢ eloquent scenery of thy home went by—
Glassi Was thy bright broad Hudson flowing still
ith ng h: ,l:lets gre;ri ; each tremulous llllill =
g's young foli uivering ;—there one nool
et wore its own, itg ca.l!:g;o?nestic look —

O saw’st thy mother with her known fond smile
thought-a

0 trested eye—perchance the while

b€ quick vague yearning tl:'eer her absent son

(&d’l’g like summer-cloud her soul apon—

Dia 'e"l:“speﬂngs oft breathe angels in their flight

Laity o:t Tead the tale they tell, aright)

Wins v et better far Truth's one stern pang,

F ltr:t:]‘:rml” and Fear’s long-lingering fang—

Above thee 1 d beneath the death-grasp all unblest,
Shivg® I‘OWn.d the turret’s battled erest,

Tening ho“"{;arth d mullions breath’d the evening air

—The strif . the skies thou loved’st were.

nm‘nnghnd’o €T=-oft as spring’s flowers return

And here Whe: P"“:“'We blows around thine urn,

ts quict m akes the Sabbath’s gentle hour

usic from Yon modest tower;

And here fy]) oft yout
P . th's geily-glancing eye
3 é‘:‘-‘bﬂ{; llpproach d, wendy fmﬂ; '@%n’.l by,
Big cgend of a stranger’s tomb -
. the tear *neath study’s tassel-plame.
e spot ! be mine such resting place as this!
er‘m-monnd thus let pensile willow kiss !
B tabelov'd! thou wreath’st the school-man’s brow,
e Wisdom’s wealth for this would T forego,
A ¢ Quickening draught of Siloa’s sacred wave,
heart Tegenerate, and such a grave,

e Dzo-Duce.

THE Bisuop OF EXETER'S CHARGE—THE

GOVERNMENT AND THE CHURCH IN THE
COLONIES *

W, : .
to th: ‘émy the following from “The Charge delivered

Rey lergy of the Diocese of Exeter by the Right
'itat'i enry, Lord Bishop of Exeter, at his Triennial Vi-
o0 in the months of August, September, and Octo-

» 1839, Jjust published :—
n:;rend Brethren,—In meeting you again, after an
et of three years, in an age of more than common
‘%chidto every faithful minister of Christ and every
dllty o Hlle'mber of the ?lmrch, I have the gratifying
ek calling on You to join me in humble and thank-
ing ¢, OWIedgm.ent'of God’s mercy, in hitherto preser-
sup n‘lﬂfthose Institutions which have been the best
tion op :h.our national greatness, and the surest founda-
i ich to rear any structure of real improvement,
Our peculiar duties will

Whethen +
iy :" n Church or State.
for, Ur active exertions to the concerns of the Church;

Bri; :ge cease not to claim the common rights of
%ﬁnui: Jeets, we shall best prove ourselves wort}?_v of
‘.evie,,,gt t:, enjoy them, by exercising them with a
‘ngd =ad's honour, and to the advanften.lcnt of
O among men.  Political events will interest
8ood o i{]' :s they tend to produce results, whether of
T Jogy;, > the cause of true religion.
Seng 8, with this object solely in view, to the pre-

¢t of political contention, there are two parti-
which

¢ especially challenge our observation—one,

TeSpects the interests of religion in our colonies—

er,

.

Which

at oy which txardly less concerns the same interests
'illﬁ.h“. Both involve the same principle, and tend to
lang circemltB: both, in my judgment, demand the vigi-
ﬂ”ﬂgh di‘;::};:cti(;n, and the zealous and en(;:-getic,
Diste, and temperate, exertions of us, the mi-
of 5 Ch‘:"‘f‘)d'S Holy Word, in appealing to the fidelity
"ﬁong i:tlan People, for an effectual resistance to inno-
hnetio our national policy, which would level the dis-
™ in ;::_Ve;n trufh and falsehood, even in those
“Iin"’lved ich the highest spiritual interests of men
in 'hb'sin Wwith wh

w?lu‘;? Onies,
'thtelg, the last foy years a course of policy has been
Gregs Bri and Pursued, in respect to the colonies of
Oup tain, which i wholly unexampled, not only in
"‘ny Otbz:ogl’; but also, if I mistake not, in the history
h“"“m (for God““lal} nation. Not only has equal pro-
- “qug] - 'forbld that we should ever repine at
Biven y “Ction ), bt equal encouragement has been
&u}.’ .andgo"el‘nment to every description of religious
"apme of:):ery den?mination of professing Christians,
. Crows, € most important dependencies of the Bri-

at immediately concerns our brethren

N Austra); g
Ptoﬁdenntmha~a region which seems destined by

anq ¢, c: to open a wider field to British enterprise,
to 23 e future scene of grander results, whether
Vlgnld e our or our shame, than the last generation

Mm ha: contemplated as possible,—in Australia, a
“!xnto 38 been for some time pursued, which would
thoge md}cate an utter indlfference, on the part of
o mlehoogmpense the national treasure, whether truth
“’otthe sh?.lu characterize the religious creeds of
of Colonists, The production of a certain sum

hh; Y, and the signatures of a certain number of

‘ a:eai‘:in' that is requisite for obtaining from go-
‘Qﬂﬁp’ o 10 the construction of places of religious
W In Order thm the' payment of religious teachers.
N ; at this matter may be fully understood, it
?'enth : O state, that, until within the last few years,
Mf“' i"t of the waste lands in this colony was re-
bgao-,it asfi endowment of the Church. In 1829 and
"¢.-°ld1'0r s trected that a portion of these lands should
2 € Sl a:;la;ed under quit-rents; but the produce
'Pﬂ.ﬁ o 0;: :hqug-:eglt.S, hreser:red, w}::rei) still to be
h‘h@ € Listablishment to which they be-
t'lto ﬂlelgolssl’ and not before, it was comm\‘:/nica-

R a hVel'nm- of Van Dieman’s Land, by the go-

ghnd. & a;‘;‘;»_ tllllat it was not intended to appropri-
m kot tl: e Cl.lurch and schools, but to main-
Nhon‘ b, he' ordmary' revenue. These new in-
gy f‘"'lnerly 1;1 a‘;)wever, did not cancel the appoint-
%“‘l‘eta' : e, but.stﬂl left to the Church the
s .. '8 Property in the waste lands—in parti-

i
s the
Wn:ﬁm"eml--which, though far short of what
.hﬂm%y ‘ontemplated by government, was still by

St. Jamey’s Chronicle of Nov. 14,

no means inconsiderable)—these instructions were, un-
happily, the cause, or the occasion, of a very speedy de-
sertion of the Church by the Crown. The charge of
supporting the Church, being now cast on the ordinary
revenue (though that ordinary revenue received the be-
nefit of the produce of the Church lands), soon afforded
a pretext for maintaining, that, as all the colonists of all
religious persuasions contributed in equal proportion to
the public revenue, it was but just that the establishment
of the religion of all should be equally provided for by
the public. The Governor of New South Wales, Sir
R. Bourke, in a despatch of the 30th of September,
1833, pressed this consideration strongly on the atten-
tion of the English governmenl. It would be * impossi-
ble,”” he said, “to establish a dominant and endowed
Church without much hostility, and great improbability
of its becoming permanent; as the inclination of the
colonists, which keeps pace with the spirit of the age, is
decidedly adverse to such an institution.” He further
gave it as his opinion, that “in laying the foundation of
the Christian religion” (such are the words of Sir Ri-
chard Bourke) “in this young and rising colony, by equal
encouragement held out to its professors in their several
churches, peace, loyalty, and good morals would be alike
promoted.”

That this reasoning did not convince the minister to
whom it was addressed, Mr. Stanley, will not be surpri-
sing. It seems to have equally failed with all subsequent
governments, until 30th of November, 1835, when a
dispatch to Sir R. Bourke from Lord Glenelg announced,
that “in the general principle upon which his plan was
founded, as applicable to New South Wales, her Ma-
Jjesty’s government entirely concurred.” —p. 14.

Meanwhile, a similar correspondence had been passing
between Col. Arthur, Lieut. Governor of the kindred
and aeighbouring colony of Vaa Dieman's Land, and the

& an T

spirit. Col. Arthur, though certainly very liberal, fell
in this respect far short of Sir R. Bourke. He avowed
himself to “incline strongly in favourof the Established
Church, notwithttanding its imperfections in some parti-
culars, into which I need not (he says) now enter’’—and
he gave a proof of his preference by * bringing up his
own family in connection‘with that csmmunion.”—p. 71.
This, I submit, is not the langunage of a bigoted Church-
man. Still he professed, as we see, a strong inclination
in favour of the Church; and, so far, he probably was
thought less worthy of attention than Sir R. Bourke, who,
in all his numerous and voluminong dispatches, so far as
I can discover, does not appear in g single instance to in-
dicate the slightest preference of any Church or any
creed whatever ; the only fetling on this subject ex-
pressed by this representative of the Sovereign, in New
South Wales, being that of hostility to an Iistablished
Church.

Colonel Arthur was very earnest in pressing on the
government the absolute necessity, for the welfare of the
colony, that the number of clergymen of the Church of
England should be enlarged. 1Ina dispatch of 14th of
October'1833 (nearly the same date as of that which I
have cited of Sir R. Bourke), he reminds his Majesty's
government that he “has before frequently urged the
necessity’” of that measure; and he intreats that he may
be “permitted again to urge the paramount importance
of this point. Sir,”" said he, “I pointed out,.several
years ago, as forcibly as I had the power to put it, that
penitentiaries, treadwheels, flogging, chain-gangs, and
penal settlements, would all prove ineffectual, either to
prevent or to punish crime, without religious and moral
instruction. There must be a mind to work upon, or all
punishment will be utterly unavailing.’—p. 61.

In the following year, 15th October, 1834 (p. 63), he
renews his representations, i‘n terms so honourable to
himself, and so very appropriate to the circumstances of
the colony, that I am not ®fraid of wearying you by reci-
ting them :—

“Tn several dispatches I have endeavoured to bring
before you, in the strongest possible manner, the neces-
sity which exists, notwithstanding the present expense of
the ecclesiastical establishment, for an extension of the
number of chaplains; a subject which perhaps I cannot
too often advert to; essential as the ministrations of re-
lion are everywhere, but more especially where, in addi-
tion to the natural proneness of the human heart to evil,
there is also to be combined that moral pollution, which
is the necessary result of the unbridled wickedness in
which so large a proportion of the population must have
rioted habitually, before their expatriation, and which it
is our duty to counteract, by the only means I am aware
of that have ever yet proved eff:ctual

To select all the passages in which Lieutenant Gover-
nor Arthur urges the duty of an increase of the Church
Establishment on the government at home, would be to
exhibit portions of almost every despatch from him, of
which we are in possession..  But the question presents
itself—What success had these honest, these repeated,
these warm remonstrances, on the governmentto whom
they were addressed 7—It was long before any answer
seems to have been given; and, indeed, the frequent
changes in the Colonial Office, which occurred in the in-
terval, will account for much of the delay. At length,
on the 31st of January, 1836, a permanent Colonial Se-
cretary, Lord Glenelg, informs the Lieutenant Governor
“that he has had under consideration his several dis-
patches on the subject of the extension of the means of
religious instruction in Van Diemen’s Land” (of which,
however, he takes no special notice whatever) ; but he
adds “that he had given much attention to the same sub-
ject as respects New Souyth Wales, where he had precise
information of the relative numbers of the different de-
nominations of Christians from Sir R. Bourke” (namely,
that “the members of the Church of England are the
most numerous—the Roman Catholics are one-fifth of
the whole population—and the members of the Church
of Scotland form a smaller proportion).”—p_ 3. «As-
suming, however,” says he, ¢ the general similarity, in
this respect, of the two colonies, the documents which I
now transmit to you will place you in possession of the
principle, which her Majesty’s government are prepared
to sanction in any future law which may be passed by
the Legislative council in the colony for the appropria-
tion of so much of the colonial revenue as may be appli-
cable to this general object’’ (. e. for the support of reli-
gion).—p. 85. 3

Now, what was the principle, on which alone the go-
vernment were prepared to sanction any law passed by
the legislature of Van Diemen's Land ? The principle
which Sir R. Bourke had recommended, that of having no

* Established Church—and, in adopting which, Lord Gle-

nelg had expressly said that he did so in deference to the
judgment “of the Governor and the Legislative Council,

to whom he committed the task of suggesting and enact-

s-but condueted in a very different |

ing such laws, for the distribution and appropriation of
the funds applicable to the genoral purposes of religion
and education.”’—p. 14,

But how does this apply to Van Diemen’s Land? . I
have stated both the judgment and the feclings of the
Governor—I will now state those of the legislature.

In the dispatch of Col. Arthur of 14th October, 1 833,
he writes that “ the Legislative Council had advised the
appointment of six new chaplains”—and on the 16th of
May, he states (p. 62), that the same body had “ unani-
mously voted the necessary adyances” for the contem-
plated building of six churches—and that there had been
expressed the earnest desire “of the Legislative Coun-
cil, and of the community gencrally, for an extension of
the Church Establishment, so that the ordinances of re-
ligion might be placed within the reach of the more re-
mote settlers, and also be brought home to the convicts
labouring on the roads and in the chain-gangs.”' —p. 61.

Thus, it appears that the British government was wil-
ling to attend to the judgment and the fee]ings of a colo-
nial legislature and people, if represented to be adverse
to a Church Establishment— ¢ d@ecidedly opposed to
them, however strongly €Xpressed, yhen in favour of the
extension of the Church. i

Even thisisnot all: Lieut, Goveinor Arthur reminded
the government at home, that thep was no longer the
same financial objection to thig gmlrt measure which had
heretofore prevented its adoption  “I the more ear-
nestly,” says he, “press upon your attention this most
interesting subject, as it does not pear that the obsta-
cles, which formerly prevented her Jlajesty’s government
from acquieseing in an extensionpf the Church Esta-
blishment, need now be taken inio consideration, the re-
venue having within the last five - @is so exceedingly in-
creased.”—p. 63. g _

Such were the urgene appattasions of Lreutenant Go-
vernor Arthur on - this subject. Bufore he could obtain
an answer to any of them, he had sanctioned votes of the
Legislative Council, for and to other bodies of Christians
in erecting places of Divine Worship, and recorded his
reasons for so doing on the books of the Council in the
following terms :— .

¢ I should wish to record my delierate opinion, that,
until much more extensive assistane is afforded to the
Established Church, such advancesas these, in aid of
other religious communions, must nicessarily be made,
or a large class of the community wil be without any ve-
ligious or moral instruction whatever, A state of things
exists in this colony, unknown -in sther communities;
and, if every effort be not made to reform, by religious
instruction, the lowest orders; and gpecially the convict
population, all other measures to re(laim them will be, if
not wholly inoperative, at least of viry transitory advan-
tage.'—p. 73.

Again, in reference to this matti, in his despatch of
Jan 26, 1836, he says, “It is the lest expedient that I
can think of to supply, at a triflingcharge, the lamenta-
ble want of a more extensive Chpch Establishment.”
At the same time he proposes to tharge “ the amount
on the Land Revenue—which hag been credited with
the proceeds of the sale of the lanls originally reserved
to the Church.” But he adds wlat is well worthy of
deep attention: “To avoid all pasible misconception,
however, as it may not immediatel} occar to your lord-
ship, it is proper I shonld state, tliy the lands were re-
served exclusively for the support oithe Church of Eng-
land.”’—p. 69.

That, under so pressing & Want|f the means of any
religious instruction for the colonyywhich he governed,
and having been himself compelledip have recourse to
expedients so questionable, he shoud have, at length,
received with acquiescence, and evel with pleasure, the
announcement of any mode sanctiond by government of
supplying that want—even though itrooted up the very
foundations of a Church Establishmen—may grieve, but
can hardly surprise us.

- 4

Such is a brief outline of the cours which has been
pursued in Australia, in establishing ths most novel and
most unrighteous principle. To look hinutely into all
its details would not suit the present ¢casion. Be it
sufficient to say, that by it not only tvery variety of
Protestant Dissent is fostered and patmnised, but the
Romish Church itself is installed with equal honour, and
recognised as of equal purity with our own. It is noto-
rious that a Roman Catholic bislop is not only permit-
ted to exercise episcopal authority in the colony, but also
receives a stipend of £500 per atnum from government
for his services. 'The history of this affair is so illustra-
tive of the prevailing policy, that I will briefly narrate it
to you. 3

In February, 1835, Lord Absrdeen appointed four
additional Roman Catholic Chaplains for New South
Wales, with an annual stipend of £150 to each. One
of these was Dr. Polding, who, Jike the others, “ was in-
tended oaly toofficiate as chapiain ;° but, as i was subse-
quently considered advisalle by the church to which he
belonged, that he shouldbe permitted to exercise epis-
copal authority, the sanctisn of the government was given
to the arrangement.”’—p. 27, T,ord Aberdeen, how-
ever, was so fully satisfied of {he unfitness of his being
paid by the British govemmept in the character of bi-
shop, that, in the dispatch which announced the appoint-
ment to Sir R. Bourke, he distinctly said, that, although
his powers would be superior ¢ those of the Rev. Mr.
Ullathorne, who, as vicar general, received. £200 per
annum, he * was not prepared to ganction the augmenta-
tion of Dr. Polding’s stipend " eyen to that sum, unless
Mr. Ullathorne were transferreq to Van Diemen’s Land.
This being arranged, Dr. Polding was to receive £200
per annum ; but with a distinet jntimation that no higher
stipend would be sanctioneq by the English minister.
However, before Dr. Polding’s “arrival in the colony, a
change of government had take, place in England—and
immediately Sir R. Bourke scrupled not, in despite of
the dispatch from Lord Aberdeen, to “ take the advice
of the Council upon the amoup¢ of stipend which they
would be willing to assign to Dy, Polding, if her Majes-
ty’s government consented tq enlarge it.”—p. 28. The
Council recommended £500 per appum, which was pro-
posed to the government at home, and forthwith assented
to, although it was in direct congradiction to the princi-
ple established five months before, and acted upon in all
cases of the Church of Englang that * the amount of
private contribution should he the condition and mea-
sure of public aid.”—p. 15. I this case, there was no
private contribution whatever,

This was not all. Lorq Aberdeen, I have said, had
refused to sanction any greater allowance than £150
per annum to Dr. Polding, if the vicar general remained
in New South Wales, having 5 stipend of £200 per an-
num. It was arranged, therefore, that he should be
transferred to Van Diemen’s [anq : instead, however, of

going, either he or a successor of his is still there as vicar
general with a stipend of £250 per annum—and this,
too, without any private contribution.

The case is not yet complete. Dr. Polding, in his
passage to New South Wales, landed in Van Diemen's
Land ; and upon his urgent representation, while he
was there the sum of £1500 was voted by the eouncil
towards the erection of a Roman Catholic chapel. No
private contribution was made, and the vote was trans-
mitted to England for confirmation or rejection, with
this addition, that the couneil was ready to increase the
grant. Lord Glenelg found the case rather hard of di-
gestion ; but he managed it: he “saw no reason for de-
parting in the case of any other religious denominations
from the rule which had been laid down with respect to
the members of the Church of Eugland. From the
amount of the grant, he apprehended that it had been
made without stipulating for any corresponding contri-
bution; a proceeding which he should much regret, as
open to serious objection”” He tacitly, however, al-
lowed the grant, expressing only this proviso :—* Should
a further sum be required for this purpose, you will not
propose any additional grant, unless a moiety of the
whole estimated expense, including the original grant of
£1500 be provided by the voluntary contribution of the
parties applying for assistance.—bp. 67.

To give full effect to this c;;?:ne thing alone seems
wanting, that aid to a Church of England application
should be withheld because of insufficient contribution
—and that deficiency is supplied. We are presented
with some extracts from the minutes 6f the council of
14th October, 1835,"at whizh the grant for £1500 was
remarked upon as having bi.*e,n made “for Roman Ca-

tholic purposes, on more favgurable terms than in cases
of Protestant applic 4ea™ A€ Th- ryrql dean,” (the |

Feicisyinau of Miche tr\;.;gii‘iu't!je o ‘ . 3
ving that, “as th‘e%r‘;xan Catholics woui& now ’Be%

than ever disposed to proselytise, he wished that assist-
ance should be given to suchcommunities as were less op-
posed to the Church of England than the Roman Catho-
lics were”’—proceeded to say, that “in reference to the
erection of churches generally, and more especially in
Trinity parish, where the inhabitants were poor, he
thought it desirable government should not limit itself to
cases where one-half was subscribed.”—p. 72. In a
subsequent minute, transmitted to the government in
England, Lieat. Governor Arthur says, * It is with ex-
treme regret I inform you, that the sums voted in aid of
the Church, so much required in Trinity parish, have not
yet been appropriated (although an aid of £500 has
been received from England), in consequence of the re-
quisite funds, by private subscription, not having been
raised.””—p. 77.

Is anything more wanted ?

The whole iz wound up with the following very edify-
ing communication from Lieutenant Governor Arthur to
the Colonial Secretary, dated the 25th of January,
1835 :—

 With regard to the proposed chapel at Hobart Town
(to which the £1500 was granted,) there'is, I may ob-
serve, a very unfortunate schism between the priest and
his congregation ; so that I apprehend there is little
probability of their contributing towards a new place of
worship,” 7. e., they will give nothing to meet this large
grant. “The Roman Catholics have hitherto been a
very inconsiderable body in this community, possessing
one very rude chapel in Hobart Town, and a school in
connection with it. The arrival of Dr. Polding, how-
ever, has excited a degree of energy, which has given
them a more influential appearance, and has the effect
of recalling some persons who had been in the ha-
bit of attending the Established Church.'* —p. 70.

Thus the British people have the satisfaction of
learning, from the highest official authority, that the
energies of governwent, and the treasures of the state,
are employed in the goodly work of giving fresh life and
activity to Popery, even in thoge regions where it was
on the point of expiring by reason of its own weakness.

But Australia, the great seedplot of future nations,
English by name (God grant that they may be truly
English too in principle and feith 1) is not the only re-
gion inwhich we have to deplore this seeming abandon-
ment of those ancient principles of national policy,
which hallowed our political institutions by combining
them with the establishment of true religon.

In the Canadas, provision was made by the'liberality
of King George I1L. for the future support of the Church,
of which he was, not in words and by office only, but
in heart and affection, anursing father. Tle endowed
with Crown lands, the increasing value of which, it was
intended by him, should bear a due proportion to the
increase of the wealth and population of the colony,
“a Prostestant clergy.”

What may be the strict meaning of that phrase in le-
gal construction, as highlegal authorities have differed,
or seemed to differ, it would ill become me in this
place, or on this occasion, to affect to pronounce a judg-
ment, It is enough for my present purpose to state,
that on the supposed vagueness of this phrase has been
built a claim not only for all sorts of teachers of all va-
yrieties of religion calling jtsdf Protestant, but also for
the clergy of the Church of Reme itself. The government
at home (Ilament to say it) has most unhappily sanc-
tioned and encouraged this most mischievous and un-
principled agitation. With unfairness, which, unless
on the plainest evidence, ought to be incredible, it has
directed Sir G. Arthur ¥ to arge the provincial legisla-
—_—— T e

* The Papists are not slow toact on the vantage-ground thus
given to them. “An Asgoeiation for Propagating the Faith”
has been recently established, the first anniversary of which was
heldon the.18th September of the present year, with great mag-
nificence, *in the metropolitan church of the eonception,” Dub-
lin, at which “his Grace the Mot Reverend Dr. Marray officiated
as high priest, attended by upwards of 100 clergy, in their sur-
plices and soutans.”  The pregcher, * the Rev. Dr. Kenny, S. J.
(President of the Jesuit College at Clongowes) delivered an ad-
mirable discourse in the holq and striking manner, for which he
is so remarkable.”  One sentence T subjoin : “ 1t must be allowed
that a fair opportunity is given ye at present by the ruling powers ;
that the government, insteqq of being, as formerly, marked by
the strongest animosity agaip ot us, is now ready to show us jus-
tice and favour, and 30 aid oyy prelates in sending missionaries to
foreign countries. I feel grateful for the benefit, and I offer
prayers to God to continue thig fayour tous. As far as they have
shown kindness to us, we fee] grateful, and I trust the time will
shortly come when they wi) be induced to grant us & due propor-
tion of the favours which they lavish on other denominations of
Christians."—The Weekly Fpeeman’s Journal of the 21st of
Sept., 1839. 5

t See dispatches on creation of rectories in Upper Canada, P

445; Lord Glenelg to Sir G, Arthur, 26th Dec., 1837. See

-

ture to realise these wild views: thus diverting the en-
dowments of true religion te the maintenance of every
species and form of error, in contravention of the ex-’
press provisions of the constitutional a * ¢. 179 1, even
as declared in the opinion of the law officers of 1819,
w.ho exchuded the claims of all other ministers of reli-
| gion except the clergy of the churches of England and
Scotland. The government did this, even though they
expressly made their confidence in®  correctness of
that opinion the ground of their refus.: . comply with
the prayer of the bishop and clergy of Upper Canada,
that the question of the appropriation of the clergy-
reserves to any other clergy than the. selves, should be
referred for judicial decision either to e Jjudges of Eng-
Ialnd, or- to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil.*
One of the legislative bodies
willing compliance with the

by government, actually passed a bill, by which a Po-
pish bishop was to be endowed with an annual stipend
out of the produce of those lands, which were granted
by King George IIL, and confirmed by a solemn act of
the British parliament, for the maintenance of a Pro-
testant clergy ! And, though the other branch of the
colonial legislature was less accommodating, and refused
its consent to that measure ; yet a bill has passed both
those houses, and will be laid before our own parlia
ment, previous to its recciving the Royal assent, by
which all the clergy-reseve lands are to be sold, and the
proceeds invested in the Crown, and applied to purposes.
of religion, generally, under the direction of the jm-’
perial parliament. :

This last particular of
hope : for before.suchig; "
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designed to give effect to the pious
Majesty's Royal grandfather; and as lttle cen we doubt.
that, if it be found that the phrase in that statute
means, as we trust it means, clergy of the Church of
England, no false liberality, no readiness to sacrifice
principles to supposed expediency, will prevent the Bri-
tish legislature from doing what religion and Jjustice shalf
be equally found to demand.

Meaunwhile, it is painful to contemplate the effects
produced by the protracted conflict on this mest mo-
mentous subject, and the difficulties which in conse-
quence have obstructed the operations of the Church
in spreading the knowledge of Divine Truth throughs
the colony. By areturn made to government, and laid
before parliament, of the result of a census now in
progress (so far as these results were known,) it appears
that of between 200,000 and 300,000 persons, includ-
ed in that return, almost a ninth were of no profession
of religion whatsoever,—and this, although sufficient
latitude was taken: for, under the title of religious’
bodies, there is a column not only for each of several un-
couth denominations, such as Tunkers, Mennonites,
and others, and also one for Deists, and another for
Frecthinkers ; yet the number of those who are of no-
religious body, or profession, is nearly equal to the
number of Roman Catholics. Thank God in spite of
all discouragement, the Church nearly doubles the num~
ber of any other denomination.f

There is another official return, viz., of “ Annual
Payments to Religious Bodies, to which the faith of her
Majesty's Government is pledged.”” In it we find that
the annual payment to “the Roman Catholic bishop
and priests”” is about the same as to the ¢ Presbyterian
Clergy of the Church of Scotland,” and more than'
equal to what is pledged to the other two specified de~
nominations, the “ Presbyterians of the united Synod'
of Upper Canada,” and the “ British Wesleyan Metho-
dists;” though the number of these two exceeds that
of the Roman Catholics by more than half!

In reading an official return of an “ Annual Payment
to the Roman Catholic bishop, to which the faith of
hier Majesty’s government is pledged”, it is not easy to
forbear asking ourselves, what would have been, i
other times, the feelings of the British peoplz on such
an outrage, if, indeed, in other times, such an outrage

he act which was
munificence of her

also Lord Glenelg to Sir F. B. Head, 7th Sept., 1837, (Dispat-
ches to and from Sir F. Head, p. 93.)

* Copy of dispatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir G. Arthur, K..C.
H. of the 15th Nov. 1838 :—% As her Majesty’s government see
no reason to doubt the correctness of the opinion delivered on this
subject in 1819 by the law officers of the Crown,

they do uot
consider it necessary to originate any pr
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before the judges of' England or the Privy Council.”

t Inreference to this important particular, Imay be permitted
to notice the statements, and opinions, contained in two dotus
ments of rather an authoritative character ;—

1. The Report of Commiitee of the House of Commons,
ordered to be printed 22d July, 1837, says—“ With regard to
the other religious sects, the committee have found much diffical
ty in ascertaining tke exact numerical porportions which they bear’
one to the other; but the evidence has led them to believe, that
neither the adherents of the Church of England, nor those of
the Church of Secotland, from the most numerous religious body
within the Province of Upper Canada.”

2. The Report of the Earl of Durham, &ec., has the following:
passage, p. 63. “The Church of England in Upper Canada, by
numbering in its ranks all thoge who belong to no other sect.”—
Istop here toremark, that, in the census just taken, the Church
(which is not a sect) does not number these nondescripts “in its
ranks :” for not enly is there a distinct head for persons of “ no re~
ligious body,” as has been stated above; but there is also a return:
of a large number, of whom vothing is known, whether they are
of any, or no, or of what religious body. It follows, therefore, that
the number of professing members of the Church of England is
nearly double that of any other body. The report proceeds ;—
“The Church of England, &c., represents itself as being more nuw
merous than any single denomination of Christians in the coun~
try. Even admitting, however, &, it ismot therefore to be ex-
pected, that the other sects, three at least of whom, the Methodist®
the Presbyterians, and the (Roman) Catholies, claim to be indi-
vidually more numerous than the Chureh of England, should ac-,
quiesce quietly in the supremacy thus given to it.”

I will subjoin an extract from the Toronto Abnanac and Royal
Calendar for 1839—compiled by Mr. Fothergill, the editor of a
Liberal journal, called the Palludium—who is understood to he
not a member of the Church, nor very friendly.to it :—“The pre-
sent applications for clergymen” (of the. Church of England)
“from various parts of the province, amount to more than 100,—
There is, indeed, scarcely a gettled township in the Province, in
which a pious and active clergyman would not find ample employ-
ment amongst our people, who are everywhere to be found in great
number; except, perhaps, in Glengarry, which is divided almoss
equally between the Roman Catholics and Presbyterians,”




