208 . .Omthe Hifigry of the Tartars,
.and hiflories, -their journals, poems,-and mifcellanies, : their dipolmas, . re.
cords of flate, and juftice, the laws of Cuewnciz, their. publick regf[&};
-and their compofitions of every [pecies:” if this be true, the cople of Khd.
t¢ muft have been a polithed and even alettered nation; antf it may be trye
without affe@ing the general pofition, that the Tartars were illiterate ;. biut
ABNu ArassHa’y was a profefled rhetorician, and it is impoffible. to read -
-the original  paflage, without full convition that his objet in writing it
“wes to difplay his powerof words in a flowing and modulated period.-. He’
fays further, that in Faghatdi the people of Oighir, as he cells them
£ havea {yftem of fourteen letters only, denominated from-themfelves 0: -
duirs ;) and.thofe are the cheratters, which the Mongals -are fuppofed b;
amoft authors to have borrowed: "Asu/L’enaz1’ tells us only, that Cyex.
-c1z.employed:the natives of Eighur asexcellent penmenj; but the C},imffe
aflert, that he was forced to employ them, becaufe he had no writers- at all
.among his natural:born fubjefts; end we are aflured by many, that. Keg. -
LalgHA'N ordered latters to be invented for his nation by a Tidetian, whom
he rewarded with the dignity of chief Lama, The {mall number.of Eigh
art letfers might,induce us to believe, that they were Zend or Pahlavi,
which muft have been current in that country, when it-was governed by
the fons of FEripu’N; and, if thealphabet afcribed tothe Eigurians by M,
DesHauTeEsrAYES be correlt, we;may fafcly decide, that in any of itg
letters it réfembles both the Zend and the Syriack, with a remarkzble dif-
fercnce'in theé mode of coneling them ; but, as we can frarce hope 16 feea
genuiriefpecimenof them; our doubtthuft remain in regard to thieir form
and ' origin! ‘the page,” €xhibited by Hyne as Khatdyan writing, is
evidentlya fortof.broken Cifick; dnd'the fine.-manufcript ‘at Uxford, {rom
which it was taken, 'is mbre probably a Mendean work on fomereligious
{ubjettthan, as he imagined, a code of ‘Tartarian laws, That very learn-
ed mari appearsto have made a worfe miftake in giving us for Mangal, cha.
retters a page 'of writing, which has the appeirance of Faganefe, or mutilat-
“If the Tartarsin gencral, as we have every réafon to belicve, had no
written’ mémorials, it cannigt be thought wondeyful, that their fanguages,
Jik¢ thole ‘of America, Thould have been in‘perpetual fluftuation, and that
more than fifty dialeéts, as Hype had been. credibly informed, fhould be
dpoken Between' Moftow and Chind, by many kindred tribes or their feve:
val Branches, which aré"énumerated by Asu?rcua’z1’.” What thofe did-
Jeéts are,"and Whether they really {prang from a common ftock, wefballpro-
bably learn'from Mr. PArLas and other indefatigablé men‘employed by the
Ruffian court; and it isfrom the Riyfans, that we muft ‘ex €&t the moft
accurate'information concerning their “Afiatick fubje&ts: I'perfuade myfelf,
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that,’ if their inguitics be _jUdiciouﬂ_;{‘_iqédé?’;;inﬁ"féithfully reported, the re
Tultof them’ will prove, thatall the languagés properly. Tartdrian zrole from
ong .common {ource’; éxcepting ‘always the ‘jargons of fuch wanderers or
mountaincers,” as, having long been divided from the main body of the na:
tion, muftin a couife of ages have framed feperatelidioms for | themlelves,
The only Tarsarian linghage, of which'I have aniy knowledge, is the Tur=
kvﬁj]z of Conftantinople,- which is however (o ‘copious, that; whoever fhall
know it perfeétly, will eafily underftand, as' we, are affured by intelligent
authors, the diale€ts of Tdtdrifian ; and we may colledt from AsU’Lona’s hl’;’
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