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Biteratme Potes,

MAGAZINE LITERATURE.

A paper on the Communisms of the Old World which ap-
pears in the Penn Monthly for January is worthy of no littlo
attention,  The writer, {n so far as the narrow limita of a
magazino article permit him, classifies and analysvs the varlous
grades of communism and then proceeds to enumerato, with a
few brief romarks on éach, the various typas of positive social-
ism in tho earlicr ages. These typus begin with the paternal
despotism of China and passjonwards to the Platonist Republic,
the Intermediate steps being tho village system of India, Bud-
dhistic monasticism—~which undoubtedly is but the antitype of
the Jewish, Mohammedan, Catholic, and Protestant monasti-
cism—the Egyptian casto system, the Mosaic legislstion: in
Iand matters, the Nazarite order, the Essenos of Palestine and
the Therapeutis of Egypt, tho communistic usagus of Crete

and Sparts, and finally the great Pythigorean Society of the

Gieek cities of Southern [faly. The sabject i8 of course beyond
the scope of a single acticle, and will, we are pleased to see,
to continued in a futore number, It is treated in an unusually
intelligent manner, which is the more remarkable as it is by
no means o question that too frequently obtains an unpreju-
diced and impartial conslderation. Another article of impor-
tance in this issuo is a statistical paper by Dr. Stockton
Hough on the RBelative Influence of City aud Country Life,
from which we gather out of a mass of statistical {uformation
the following fucts: That the very noticeable decline in health,
fecundity, and longevity of the human race, and of the Ame-
rican people in particular is in great measure due to the too
great crowding luto cities, insupport of which the writer quotes
Dr. Parry's belief that % it may yet bocome a- serious question
whether the Aunglo Saxon race is adapted for life in this country
with its variablo climate ; and it may yet become a very serious
question whether the American will become a permanent na-
tion, if immigration is cut off, for it is beyond doubt that
though our people are not physically weak, the number of
children boru to native parents is small and is decreasing every
year. ‘This is true not only of thoss families who have lived
in this country for three or four generations, but it is more or
less true of the immediate descendants of our Irish and Ger-
maun immigmnts.” That there {8 no actual proof of increased
longevity in cities, rather on the contrary; that residence in
cities developes a nervous temperament, that the mortality of
cities is far greater than in the rural districts, and that, lastly,
the longevity of femnles is greater in cities than in the couatry,
while the opposite is the case with males,

Qur space does not allow of onr dwelling on a literal
translation, with comments, of some of the principal verses of
the Niebelungen Li:d. One of the author's remarks in the
exordium i8 however too good to remain unquoted.

s Llternlness 18 surely the ehlef virtne of a translation, all other
spotnts are sabordinate. What does the reader care for the
s postical gifts of the second-haud ? It 18 the originui he wantsin
#all 18 ossence, pecullarities of expresslon, turn of thought, halt
“of rhythm, all ns nexr the spirit and lotter as the sence allows.”

And such accordiogly does he givo it.

The feature of the Canadian Monthly is, as every one knows
its » Current Events,” bul as these have already appeared at
leugih in various newspapers, wo ruserve our remarks for s
future number. The present Issue opens with a compilation
from {the last Census Report, by John Costley, Sscretary of
Statistics, Halifax, who gives us some varied information of the
progress of the Jast ten yearis.  Mr. George Beers has a chalty
plensant article on Wild Duck, at the close of which he delivers
the following wholesome homily to the cynical moralists who
look at everything in its worst light and denounce true sport
as “ hare cruelty ! barbarian cruelty! protected by act of Parlia-
ment!” .

o How many, sir, are born for crities and geutlemuon, aud nreu’t
sneeded? You put n hard bit in you horse’s mouth, and never
s travel without a whip, you bring up an tunocent calf {athe
s way It should go, and kuock it on the head with an axe when
+ it bacomes a cow. The uproar of a hog on the eve of slaughter,
sawnkensg no sympathy {n your heart. You ill-treat your dog
iountil he tnkes French Jeave, aud your very cat must shilver {a
¢ {he garden all night, You even bully your own children until
“they aro afruld of your approach, You take pretty canartes
sfrom the fresdom of the wods, keep them cooped up to chirp
“away thelr lives In n foew feet of caged wire, under the Jdelu-
s“rion that they tearn to enjoy it because they sing——as if Bunyan
“relshed imprizonment because in Jall he wroto the ¢ Pligrim’s
* Progress.” Open the cage door al your window, aud see whore
s« your bird prefers to be, Do you lmaglae a duck, if consulted,
o would't rather dle in the full flush and fervour of health in a
“ competitive race to escape your stot—-just ns surely as would
s soldigr rather perish on the fAeld of battle with bis face to the
‘“foe, thun glve his Iast gasp {n camp? Wouldn’t you rather
“meel your.emd, pulse beating it {ts best—though that’s no
vogreat shakes—heart and lungs unphystced and full strung ?
“ IUs an artiele of tho sportsman’s creed that duck, like deer and
s foxes, enjoy “belug hunted. I bLelleve:-they'll meet you half
Yway. Did you ever kuow an Irfsiimnn who dida't from the
“ botlom of his haart enjoy an honourable ¢ discussion wid sticks 2
«If lmmortal Celts are. to be found who prefor to risk belng
“shilielahed into eternity, what great streteh of imagination
i Joes it need to believo that s duck prefers to beshot ? Won't that
seorotiary hold water? Shall [ kil my duck as the Inquisitors
«killed thelr vietims, by a moek prayer for them as 1 fire? 1
v faney -you don’t give your fowl chloroform before you wring
st thelr necks; nor even suy grace over the flles you slup tnto
s flatness n Juse, or the fish you piny with at the end of your
sradd and tae, - - : .

“WWore 1 to keop: wild duck, fatten them on oats and pea-
“ment for fature sacriflce, ns you calmly do with tame duck,

ssand then let them tly to sky, ouly to be brought down with an
¢ Eloy cartridge, or 10 osoupa with a broken log—that {8 a

ssportaian’s iden of cruelty. Even tho very moral charactor of
‘owild ducks you deterlorate, . You domesaticate them, and ‘the
“drake who when wiltd was faithful 1o one spouse, becomes
S polygrumous, und a veritable Brigham Young." Co

4o father o tame duck ay you do, nnd -then cut its throat at
s Christings, 1s the craeilest and ‘unkindest eut ' of all,”

Under the title # A Great Railrond and. Its Vanquisher,"
Stephon Powers gives in the Lakeside Monthly, an admirable
acoount of the incuption,-auccess and fali of the Central Pacific
Railrond. The work on this gignntic line was commenced in
1863, and was for soww time hold in very bad odour, cspecially

in San Frahdlaéo, w)'mroy it waé kﬁoﬁx mv;mthé' l‘)utch‘ Flat
-Bwindle, - Gradually, however, it crept on. waxing more and
‘mor6 powerful, and - swallow:ng down all the rival and inde-

-'pendent lines, until It" becamo the immense power it was be-

fore Newton Booth rose up to bresk its back and to set a limit
to fts ambition.  Tts line covered 1,222 miles of road, the com-
pany owned 56 vessels on all the navigable waters in Cali-
fornia, Nevada and much of Utah, Ten thousand men earned
their bread at its hands, and wers bound to support its ticket,
and tho numbers of its supporters ~wers swelled by Ave
thousand more merchants, munufacturers, shippers, and hotel-
kecpers alung the line ; three subsidized newspapers; a com-
plete line of telegraph across the Plains, with vast ramifica-
tious on this sid , half the stock of the only Express company
on tho Pacific coast; a Senator and two Representatives at
Washington, and a clear working majority in the California
Legislature, these, Mr, Powers tells us, wero soms of its pos:

-segsions and the uphnlders of its might. Speaking of Newton

Booth whom he characteriz-8 as a student of politics rather than
a politician, the writer defines two arts, only oae of which is un-
derstood “in this blatant country of onrs! viz.: “the great
art of How to Gut into Office—politivs,” and “that other neg-
lected artof How to (iat out of Ofice—statesmmunahip.” Apropos
of statesmanship wo are carricd off to another paper in the
Lakeside— a chippy account of a ¢ Wandering in Saxony and
Silesia,” by N. 8. Dodge, in which a Halle Professor's opinion
of Bismarck is quoted. As it will bo new to mauy of our readers
we quote in turn :—

“Jaspite of his brilliancy of talents,” said a Halle Professor
% to.me the other day, ¢'no on¢ hay the romotlest confidence in
« him"

“ ¢ But he must have personal good qualitles,’ I noawered, ¢ to
# make him such fast {riends ns he has,’

i Every rogue of astatesman,” he repiled bitterly, ¢in all ages
“ has always been devotedly loved by (rlends. Pitt was; Fox
¢ was; Wyndham was; Calhioun was; Clay and Webster and
» Andrew Juckson were. All these, though they yleld to Priace
* Blsmarck in roguery as much us they do {n ability, had each
«“ hig blind aad bigotted followers and friends., In my judgment
w1t woald be better for the lnterest of Germany, and fortuunate
« for Bismarck himaelf, i his breaking constitution should remove
¢ him {rom political life for evar. It wasgsald of Wyndham that
o he would be gullty cf uny vile action but a lle. Iam sorry to
«aay that the remark, withnut tho saving clause, 18 truoe of Bis-
smarck, and that everybody belloves it

In the current number of this magazine J. Gilliland Davis
commences a series of papers catitled # Profesror Josiah Hide-
bound and his Friends,” in which we fiud many choice bitsand
clever hits. The character of thess papers resembles that of
the ¥ Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” or more clogely still,
the style of Charles Dudley Warner's ¥ Back Log Studies”
The friends with whom the Professor discourses, are six in
number ; Miss Foolemsum, ex-head of the village academy ;a
young Banker, a round, jolly bachelor of thirty; a small girl
called Betsey ; Professor Theorem, a long gaunt man with three
or four first class planets-—full of wisdom in his face ; Miss Lucy,
Professor Hidebound's eldest daughter, sixieen years old, and
“ ag pretty a girl a3 the town contaius;” and, lastly, Dr. Dyna-
nix, a judicial minded person, with a fine capacity for catching
the sense of the meeting. 'The discussion turning on honesty,
Miss Foolemsum delivers the following startling opinion :—

¢ \What {8 tha use of pretending to ba honest, when you can't
stbe If you wanted to ever so much ? [ used to get my girls into
‘ gornors and make them (1o ; and all the time they Knew that
] knew that they were lylng. [ bLellevo it 13 the great first
« paramount duty of every mnin and every womin to get on {n
v the world, Those that don't get on will have L unswer for
o wasting their talents. I don't belleve the Lord likes these
¢ gquenmish saints that are always fatling in life because they
s 1rg too proud Lo 8b and cheat just astheir netghbours do.”

And in support of her theory, this energetic lady requests us
to “look at Moses and Jacob and David—tAey were not above
deceiving and cheating—and see  how the Lord prospered
them.” A remarkable woman is this Miss Foolemsum. Pro.
fessor Theorom starts & subscription for the victims of a strike
and requests her to contribute.After satisfying herself that the
names of subscribers will be published, she replies:

s« Then put me down for tive dollars. . It is worth that as an
« advertisenient of my oame. What an admirable provision of
s Providence it 14 that uvno ean by giving wisely, get vialue re.
s ceived for his free gifts.  Thatls what I call having a double
« blessing in charlty, [ nevar see a notice that gome parson ias
#given s large sum to a goold cause, but withholds his name,
s« without feeling that the particulur giver ts a bad kind of Chiris-
o tian. He» cheats himself out of the reward paid by Provideance
o for liberallly, snd eheats the Lord out of the exnmple. If als
« gelghbours only koew that it was he that gave some of them
t#woukl be moved to glve also.”

But it would be unfair to give any more extracts from thia
oxcellent paper. 'Those who wish to know further respecting
the Professor and his frieads had better subsbribe to the Lake-
side. A bettor magazine money cauunot buy. * The articles all
bear the trace of varnest thought and honest labour; and there
is an entire absonce of the pudding that too often distigures mag-
azine litorature, Besides the papersalready mentioned th:re are
in this number six short stories,  two sorials (one of these a
translation of Julius: Grosse's story ¢ A Revolutionist'') two
very good poems, an account of the Battle of Franklin, and an
elomentary paper on Protection . vs. Free Trade. The latter

-should be carcfully read at‘thc present political juncture in this

country.

NEW BOOKS.

A new book from the pen-of Mr, Wilkle Collins is always
an event of importance to the chronicler of doings in' the lit-
erary world.  ‘Phe last work by this well-known author i3 a
novelette with' the ‘somewhat startling title '*'The Dead
Alivelt It is based on the facts of &~ trial, the author tells
us, ¥ which actually took place, carly in the present century,
in the Uaited States.. The published uarrative of this strange
cage ig entitled ¢ The 'Irial, Confvssions, and Couviction of
Jesse and Stephen Boorn, for the. murder of Russell. Colvin,
and the Return of the Man supposed to have been Mardered.””

- Mr, Collins udds, for the bencfit of incredulous readers, that

all the #improbable events” in the story aro matters of fact,

: taken from.the printed narrative. Anything which ¢ looks
like truth” ig, in nine cases out of ten, the invention of the.

author, ‘The plot of the story is brictly as follows  Philip
Lefruuk, barcster, of the Temple, Londou, having been order-

* Tho Dond Alive; a Story. B Wilkie Collins. Cloth 8vo. pp. 107,
vntreal : Dawason Broa,

Toronto : llunter, Rose & Co.

od by his medical man to take a rest from his professional la.
bours, visits some relations who had settled .in. the United -
Btates. Heo finds the family to consist of old Mr. Meadow-
croft, farmer ; his two sons, Ambrose and Silas ; an clderly and
particularly - disagreeable daughter ; - Naomi Colebrook, a
charming ¢ American cousin,” in every way the reverse of
Miss Meadowcroft ; and one John Jago, over-looker and gene-
ral superintendent, between whom aud ¢ the boys’ a very bitter
feeling exists, which is shared by pretty Naomi, probably oat
of sympathy with Ambrose, to whom she ig engayged., A few
days after the visitor's arrival ther: is a scene, and John Jago
disappears. The neighbours institute a search which results
in the discovery in a neighbouring lime-kiln of some bones,
said to be human, the remnaat of John Jago's stick, bis kaife,
and two buttoas off his coat. Evidently John Jago has been-
murdered. Awmbrose and 8ilag aro acrested, and tinally con-
feas, Silas the first, and his brother later on after conviction
and sentence. Throughout the period that elapsed between
the arrest and the conviction Naomi bears up like a litile he-
roine, and is so aided and cheered by the English visitor that
on one occarion she is forced to express her obligation<, as
follows : * Oh, my ! whata good fellow you are! When your
time comes to be married, eir, I guess the woman won't re-
pent saying ¢ Yes’ to you!l” Thiv in reference to a former say-
ing of hera: “When a man asks anything of a woman, the
woman, I find, mostly repents it if she says ¢ Yes'” Mr. Le-
frank's time to be married duly arrives, and Naomi is the wo-
man who says yes to bim. John Jago has turned up uphurt
and all i8 well again . Why he went away, and why he re-
turned the reader will learn by consulting the book., The
story is cleverly put together aud told in vigourous style, the
interest fully sustained throughout, and the recital is scattered
with gems of quaintness and feminine prettyness,

THE ENGLAND OF TO-DAY.

On Friday last Mr. E Iward Jenkins, the author of # Ginx's
Baby " delivered to a Montreal audience hiacelebraied lecture
on the England of To-day—a lecture,a Halifax papzr zays,
full of such interesting and importaat facts, and delivered
with such stirring eloquence, that the reporter forgot his notes,
80 absorbed wag he in the lecturer's statem=uts. Evidently
the impression made by Mr. Jzukins in Halifax was mach
greater than that produced in Moatreal, for during the courae
of the evening he was but feebly applauded and was even met
by evident signs ot disapproval, Nut that hiz statemeats weres
in the main incorrect, but the way in which he made them wasg
very far from pleasant. Speaking of the Church of England,
which, he Informed his hearers, was allied with the Licensed
Victuallers, he was actually offensive. No was he less 8o, but
inanother way, in his allusions to the British House of Com-
mons, Such atlusions he premised with in my time.” We
are aware that Mr. Jenkins undeavoured to obtain a seat for an
English constituency, but we were under the impression that
he had been defeated. Before commencing the lecture he

stated that it was such a3 he had delivered it in the United
States. It was remarked that the following pissage, taken

from a prioted account of the lectitre as delivered on the other
side of the line, was omitted :

“The action of Parliamentin passingacriminal law amend-
ment act, which provided penalties for cfences supprsed to
be peculiar to trades unions was another piece of class legis-
Iation. 55 also wasthe discouragement of the vudeavoucs made
since the passing of the Reform Act to get working class
representatives into Parliament, From this and other causes
bag arisen the Republican movemeant. Tha: movemen! is irm-
portant, bu! not al present dangerous, [t may become 20 al any cri-
tical yuncturs, [n one or twes towns the Repiblicans coatrol the
elections. There are about one hundred Repblican clubs in the
couniry”

The first halt of the lecture was, it must be said, disappoint-
ing, but the peroration, in which he traced the progress of
Reform in England, was a masterly effort and evoked & burst
of well deserved applause. The lecture was delivered under
the auspices of the University Literary Society.

CORRESPONDENCE.

# I'LL CROSS IT, THOUGH IT BLAST ME.”
To the Editor of the CaxapiaN IuLvaTraTenp News ;

Sir,—To what “* law of the Protestant succession ” does your
correspondent, Thomas D. King, allude, when he cites the
marriage of James I. to Anne of Denwmark, a3 a pro:f that the
latter could not have been a Roman Catholie country whzn
the play of ‘‘Hamlet” was written? By parity of reasouy,
neither Spain pmor Fraunce can have been Roman Catholic
vountries in the days of James, since that King negotiated a
marriage between his son Charles and a Spauish [nfanta, and
actually concluded a marriage between the same Priace and
the French Princess Henrietta Maria, Your correspondent
mixes up things strangely.

X.
Montreal.

Rochefort Is writing an autoblographical novel fn the Rappel.

George Sand {8 writing a new novelette in the T'emps, L' Orgus
de Titan.

Victor Hugo's new novel, 93" will be publlshed in the
columns of the London Graphie, begiuntuyg early in Febrnary, {t

s generally understcod that Victor Hugo has written u great

many wvovels, although few will be prepared to belteve thut he
has written ninety-three. :

Frangols Hugo, the second and only surviving son of Vietor
Hugo, who lately dled in Parls, was born Quotober 22, 1523, at
Parly, studied ot the Chartemagie Lvceumy, amd won unmversity
honours.” When his father was driven from Franee, fn 1331, he
and his brother Charles shared the great poet's extie, and daring
the succeeding seventeen years Frungols never revisited his nae
tive lamd, although at liberty to Jdo so.  Daring  thls period ho -
reslded principatly tn Jersey and Germnuy, devating his t{ime to
Hterary pursuits, Me published In 1857 a history of the Isiand

“of Jersey, and & French translation ol Snakespeare's snnnets, the

fiest made n that langunge.  In the futerval from 1380 1o 156 ¢
he completed the arduous task-of transinting tnto Freneh ull
Shakspeara's works, which he reciussitted awd anvotiated, ~In
1862 he alded {n fonnding the Rappel, thie ulten-Radieat organ
of M, Rochefort, and ‘was fu nctive sympathiy w:ith the Repub-
llean movement which at that time so much cmbarrmssed

Nar.ole’on 1L - . "




