
èret the chief. 'The entrance to the Catacombs is in a deserted
.vineyard, and is overgrown by linge alocs: rooted in stones
and sharp rocks, they lift their thorny leaves above the o-

pening, and conîceal it effectualy. A solitary fig-troc that grows
near renders the spot easily recognisable by those ahleady ac-

quainted with the secret. The Catacombs themselves were

wide winding caves, the burial place of the dead of past ages.
Piles of human bones, white and blcached by time .verc piled
along the rocky sides of these caverns. In one of these walks,
whilst they were friends, Giorgio had shown the place to Ma-
rietta. In.those days lie feared. not to entrust his mysierous
way oflife to ber, althourgh in all commoun concers she was
wild and untractable, yet in ail that touched the intecest of tliose

few whom sle loved Marieta vas silenît and reserved as Epichî-

aris herself, The menaces Giorgio lot hll in his visit an tho

preceding forenoon hd excited lier higliest -alarm and sle de-
termined at any risk, to learn the extent oi the danger that

hung over the stranger. A fler waiting'in vain flor dalc's le-
turn till the close of evcening, sle hîad lastened to Capo di Mon-
te, enLctred the cafaconbs alone, and, conceuled beliîd a pile of
boncs, liad awaited the arrival of Ie conflederates. They as.

zonbled at midnight.

Tlieir first obiect ofconversation was the stæc nger. Giorgio
acquainted theim ith his history, which lie told ieml lad been
cornmunicated ta him that very mornüing by a Russian lady of

higl consequence, who had likewise charged him wil the bu-
siness he had te unfold to ticn. lie described Ladislas as a
fugitive, uinprotected by any government ; li bore about his
person certain papers which had been found in the palace of
Warsaw, and ve.e the confldcalial communications of the Rus.
zian Autocrat to his b otlier the Vicacoy of Poland, and wero
ofsuch a nature as to rouse ail Europe in arms a2ainst their
vriter. Theso papers had been entrusted to Ladsas, ivhoso

inl(ntion w'as to proceed to Paris, and publisl thîem there. Pri-

vutu businc4s, however of tie greatest, importance liad forced him
a visit Naples before going to Paris. The Russian goverament


