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Public Misuse of Carbolic Acid.

‘The Cleveland Pharmaceutical Assuuiat
tion has issued a circular bearing the
above title.  ‘The circular says . “ Car
Lotic acid, U.8.¥, is in crystals; and not
being convenient in this form for the
houschold or medical use, it is made
liquid by the addition of from 3 to § per
cent. of water; when thus prepared, it
does not strictly conform to the legal
(U.S.P.) standad], yet by common usage
it has become recognized by the publie
and by many physicians, erroncously, as
true carbelic acid, and has been so Ia-
belled.”

Since this conveniently hquefied adid
apparently miaes with water, oils, and
other liguids, yet solution docs not usaally
take place.  The strong, milky, or cloudy
acid that remains undissolved acts as a
powerful caustic instead of a healing
agent.

“ 1f directed to be mixed at home with
oil, vaseline, lard, or other fats, the lique-
fied acid will not dissolve on account of
the 5 to 8 per cent, of water it contains,
theteby resulting in caustic instead of
healing actions.”

< If swallowed by accident, it is almost
universally tatal  before assistance can
arrive 3 yet it is not desired or needed in
so dangerous a liquid form.”

“The Cleveland Pharmaceutical \sso
ciation, having had its attention called
thereto, and believing that it ow *s a duty
-to the public 1o prevent ivjury as far as
possible withow depriving the people of
the proper use of a valuahle drug, have
devised and adopted a formula and label
for carbolic acid for general -dispensing
purposes, which they hope will do away
with much of the injury duge to careless
use, and respectfully request the co-opera-
tion of all pharmacists and physicians to
that end.

FORMULA.

Take of cacbolic acid erystals.. 16 troy 025,

Glyceriftovveeeie o voee so 30 %

Melt the acid and stir in the glycerin,

OR FOR PRAGTICAL PURPOSES.
‘Carbolicacid. ..o eeaveeeess 1 mensure.
Glycerin. v veivvene caneenee 2MeASUrES.
“I'his formula furnishies a 33 per cent.

carbolic waid flwrd.  The label eaplains
the rest. Itisto be populanzed as No.
33 carbohe acid, which indirectly instructs
the physician as to the strength of the
acid and indirectly enables him to tell
what strength it is by its directions for
making a practically 1 per cent. soiution ;
thus also, by multiplying the amount di-
rected, he can order a 1, 3, 4, Or § per
cent. solution as desired.

% “I'his No. 33 acid mives readily with
water or alcohol in all proportions, and
not being as caustic cannot result in as
much. mischiel~or fatality if taken acci-
dentally or-purposely.

“The Cleveland Pharmaceutical Asso-
ciation have unanimously decided to rec-
ommend :

“(1) ‘To all druggists, and especinily
to their membeis, not to dispense a
stronger carbolic acid than No. 33, except
on-physicians’ prescriptions. y

“(2) To all physicians, when desinng
to nux carbolic acid with faty bodies,
wstead  of  entrustiig such daogerous
work to the iaty (simce such work re-
quires professional shifl to suit each case),
1t wilt be the best entrusted to the proper
professional expert——the pharmacist.

*(3) To ali physicians requiring the
liqueiied carbolic awd as hitherto  dis
pensed, to please speafly this attidde in
thewr prescopuons to avowd error and re
iteve the druggist of the responsthility for
dispensing at, or of einbirasstment for re-
fusing to sell without prescaption,

“(q) All druggists desinng clectrotypes
of the labe! may obtain them by applying
10 the commuttee.”

Lhe label winch accompamies the ur
cular designates the solution as ** Strong
Carbolic Acud, Find No. 33" The anta
dotes are given, and also the direcuons
for makmg a 1 per cent. solution by nun
ing one tablespoonful of the solution with
one pint of water.

Paraflin as a Secondary Ingredient in
Pomades.

M. E. Cranzel, w the Bulletin de
Pharmacic de Bordeana, strongly recom-
mends parafiin as a secondary ngredent
10 give consistency i pomades, such as
the vartous cerates, cold cream, chivro-
form omiment, camphor omunent, ctc.,
in place of the dearer white way, or sper-
maceti. 1t 1s not only cheaper, but bet-
ter. M. Cranzel says:

It will aad in keepimg such prepara-
tons, which, owing to the 1cady omdation
of the fats composing them, are prone to
rancibficaton.  ‘The  three products—
whate was, spermacets, and paraflin—have
a close analogy w their physical proper-
tics, density pomnt of fusion, solubility
certain liquids, ctc.

In point of stalnhity, and other princi-
pal propertics, pomades with paraffin as
a base are in no whit infenor to those
prepared with white wax or spermaceti,
Take Galen’s cerate, for example, pre-
pared with paraffin in the proportion that
white wan 1s generally used, andat will he
found even whiter than the old product,
and less unctuous. “The same apphics to
cold cream.  T'he great and real value of
paraflin, however, lies in its inalierability,
and that quality in cerates, cte,, made
withit.

In the opuon of M. Cranzel, paraffin
is destined to replace way, both white
and yellow, and spermaceti in all pre-
parations in which the latter now enter,
cven as lard has been supplanted by vase-
lin in current use-=for other reasons, it is
true, but for analogous considerations, —
National Drugyist.

On the Determination oi‘ Morphine in
Opium.

By Lymax F. Krowe, M.S., Pu.C,

As is very well known, the morphine
obtained by the official process contains
an appreciable quantty  of impurity.
This impurity is supposed to consist

principally  of calcum meconate, In
order 1o prove or disprove this supposi

twn, a guantity  of thie crude morphine
wac carelully incinerated i a platinum
otucthiy, and the ash caammmed uantia

tively. It was found that more than one

fourth of the residue consisted of salts of
potassium and sudium,  On this analysis
the per cent. of puee morphine was based.
The per cent. of pure morphine was also
established by titndtion with « voluctric
acud solution, the lime water method, and
the absulute aleohiu! method, The rela-
tive efliciency of the methuds 1s as given
in the above order.

Series of eaperiments  were at once
undertaken to determine whether the per
cent. of mipunty contained v the crude
wurphine was u exeess of the per went,
of the morphine lost in the assay.  Qne
hundied grams of oprium were entracted
as o the assay method, aad nine assays
made.  The tme allowed the morphine
for precipitation vaned from 3 ro 36
hours. In the portion of aqueous ex-
tract remaining, the amount of substance
preapitated by aleohol alone was est
mated.

The per cent. of pure morphine was
estimated i each case by the ash method,
titration with a volumetnc actd solation,
and the hme water ntethod.  As a final
pet cent. of pure morpliing, the averages
of all the pureentages obtained, Laeepting
the three hour, was taken as representing
the per cent. of pure morphive contained
in the crude morphine.

The mother liquors and the aqucons
washings were collected n a bottle fiom
cight assays, and the amount of prewpd
tate estimated after allowing the manture
to stand two wonths.  An aliuot past
ol the above misture was neat treated
according to Dicterich’s prucess. It was
foundd that the per cemt. of pure mor-
phine ultimately obtamned corresponded
very closely to the amount of crude mor-
phine precipitated  in twenty  hours,
From the results obtained, it was con
cluded that the amount of morphine last
in the assay corresponded ¢losely 1o the
per cent. of impurity comtained in the
crude morphine. Ir the U.S.D, direc
tions are adhered to  doscly, the per
cent, ohtained very closely represents the
per cent. of morphine oviginally contained
in the opiam —Z2ritish and  Colonial
Druggist.

Substitute for a Funnel.

Prof. A. M. Edwards (Chemiical Nezos)
dispenses with the use of a funnel in
cases of difficult filtration through paper,
replacmg - by a pece of cellulod, in
wluch nuimerous  holes  have  been
punched.  This s bent into the shape of
a funnel, and supported ' a retort stand
ring.  When not in use the celluloid can
be washed and pat away fiat hke a prece
of paper.

———— e el

Only those who pay their bills have a
right to help the poor.



