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"~ PROSPECIUS
OF THR
« British American Presbyterian.”

fhe want of n journal devoted to the interests of
the Caneda Presbyteriun Church—in the columns
of which, at the same timo the sister Preshy terian
Churchies of tho infon could mest with s, m;

1041,

upon & P for the d o

uestions in which all haven mutual interest, and

froe 1 ¥ of it ts,~has long

been felt. To supply this deficiency the urder-

ed has becu induced br the encouragoment xo-

ved from many king friendi-lay and clerical~
to0 undertako tho work.

Preferring to be judsgad by what wo may bo able
$0 scgomplish rather thun protentions promisos of
exoellencies which nay novor be realized, our re.
1&50!‘106 to special fcatures of this paper will be

1ef,

The “HRriTtsH AMEBICAX Pr-anyTERTA” will
oontain full roports of the proceedinus of Chnreh
Courts; o complate digest of Eecleslastloal i+ rolll-
gonce—home and forelgn-stneclaﬁy furnizhed by
oorrespondoenta; statistics o denotninationnl pro-
gross; a carefully propared summary of tho 1ows
of the day; market quotations at the yrincipal trade
oentres ; and able nrticles on Churcl, «woliglous,
Literary and Social questions.

The movement for Prosbyterian Unlon, already
80 ayspiciously inaugurated, shall be war.nly and
porsistently advocated; and we shall mako use of all

¢ means likely to disarm projudices, roconcile
erences, sud roinove. obstacles to the ourly con-
summation of so desirablo s project.

h e word wo shall spare no efforts to produce n
paper which will bo noted for tho vuizety, pumx{
‘msgoﬁ)m rehensiveness of its contents; which wi i
e mmf to tho people, an aid to the Pastor. and s

wel visitor intl is of Presbyterinu homnes.

The “BRITIsH AMPRICAY PRusnYTERL  * will be
an Eight-pago Puper, published every Thurada) at
#2 00 per snnun, invariably in advance; nnd imn-
mediately after the a) pesrance of the tirst number,

& $horo canvass of the coun from Winnipel
to Hn.li?:r.g::l: will bo mado; e,n&;vmnﬁum o nele, 0

Dehalf of our ts, & CO! Y fromn Pres
byterians throughout the Domini
€. BLACKETT ROBINSOY,
Publisher and Propiietor.
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MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS.
Our Supreme Court has once and
again called attention to the desireble-
pess of having organizations for mis-
sionary purposes in all our coagrega-
tions. In not & few they have been in-

" little for the party,

400, snd schemes $760; stipond §1,200,
and sohemos $085 ; stipend $2,600,
sochemas $3,045.

Now, tho difference so marked is not
owing to poverty,as will at once appear
whon partienlar cases ara considored ;
it is owing solely and simply to the
methods employed.  The office-bearers
of the chmrches, and generally the min-
istor in pa. tiowlar, must be held respon-
sible for short-comings, or commended
for the liberality of the people. Tho
people require to be educated; but where
an unselfish spirit is inculented and ox-
emplificd, snd where the claims of Our
Lord's work nre fuirly and fully set be-
fore our people, we almost invarinbly
meet with a cordial response. Wo may
speak of the duty of giving, and waste
cloquenco on the great destitution of
or land, and the perishing heathen,
it will bo all in vain unless some effec-
tive organization remch every member
and adherent of the Church. To ae-
complish this involves labour, and re-
quires patience ; but we have in every
congregation o large amount of energy
unexpended, and of time unoceupied,
which, under a proper organization,
could ba made available for working our
Schemes. The chiof difficulty lies ‘n
reaching our mini- ters and office-bear-
ors. When such guestions come bofore
our Presbyteries and Synods, and oven
the Assembly, a large number of mem-
bers are discovered to be absent ; and of
these a very large proportion sro just
the men who show no irterest in our
Mission operations, and require to bo
stirred up, Circulars are prepared and
sent; but, without being read, they are
cast away or burned.  And where this
apathy characterizes tho minister, what
must be the state of the peopls. We
appenl enrnestlyt o all our office-boarers:
—God is setting before our Church an
open door; he is liberally giving the
means required to do His work ; He is
even, we believe, giving to our Christian
people o spirit of liberality; will the
ministers and office-bea s then take
pains to establish some organization in
each congregation, ask and encourage
our youth to give themseives, and ask
odhers to give, for the good cause, and
thus give effect to the Assembly’s earn-
earnest injunction, in order that all our
Church Schemes wmay be adequately
supported ?

&

THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND
1TS PROFESSED PRINCIPLES.

We have now in Ontario the Liberal
party in power, and sometimes the
Government i3 called Reform. As a
religious journal we care comparatively
nor do we regard

troduced with most gratifying success. | more the name; but we have a lively

The plans are various.

In a few in-|

interest in the principles the Government

stances the Descons' Court has beenput  professes, and even more in the meas-
in operation, very much after the model « ures it proposes, as embodying these

of the Free Church, abd under it the
cougregation has been reached

principles. Too often it is assumed as

Goveryment will deal with your infer-
outs on the principles of jurtice, He told
hix supporters now that he never claimed
o favour for his own ocoustituenoy, aud
did not want them to elaim favours for
theirs, unless those claims were founded
upon justico. What he desired waa
even-handed justice to every soction of
the country, regardless of the political
opinions of any section.” In like man-
ner Mr, Mackenzie, with enrnest sim-
plicity, brushes nside all the cchwebs
which precodent has raised, and inde-
pendently raises the higher qnestion
wero theso precodents right 7 If so, we
foll *w, not beenuse they ave precodents,
but because wo believe them righi; if
they ~were wrong, wo fling them fo tho
winds, because being wrong, they cannot
be binding on those who are loyal to
truth and right. ‘Chere is a higher
standavrd thau precedent, Such ntter-
ances in hugh places are truly refresh-
ing. They form a bright contrast with
the sentiments to which our country
hiag been treated for somo years past.
And if these lattor had tho cffect of cn-
cournging unrighteousness and making
men ashamed of professing right priu-
ciple, the former, we hope, will raise
tho moral tone of the community and
strongthen the good. It is matter of
gratitude ‘hat the men holding the
highest places of trust in our Province,
not only believe in right and do homage
{0 the God of righteousness, but axe not
ashamed to acknowledge it amid he
taunts and sneers of those who have no
such faith.

But we are told, “that is all very
nice ; the men however are just politi-
cinns like the rest of us, and they play
the honest card, because it is the win-
ning card; in faot they are just hood-
winking the people by professions of
high principle.” It may be so. The
portion of our people who are longing
and praying for a govermment, no mat-
ter of what party, that loves and does
righteousness, may be again doomed to
disappointment. Still we shall hope for
the best, and hopefully but closely watch
the manner of the administration of
those now in power, and how far their
measures accord with their pro.essions:

So far we have good cause to be sa-
tisfied. Whatever may Dle the motive
and we incline meanwhile not to assent
to the insinuation that mere desire to
appear consistent has led them to act
as they have done—theyhave redeemed
the promises they ,madel~Jore election,
They have proposed to amend the law
0 as to secure theporfect independence
in members of parliament; they have
renounced the power which as a govern-
ment they might have possessed, by
proposing that all money grants shouid
be specifleally submitted tothe house be-
fore being made: they have given ut-

terance to the santiment of indiguation

{ which was awakened in every liberty
‘ ] . ol | loving citizen by the murder of poor
in every | an oxiom in polities, “that men .an ' Scott; they have courted rather than

part. In other instauces, a Missionary " only be ruled in one of two ways, viz., ! obstructed, inquiring into every charge

Agsociation has been established, by ' by force or fraud,
which an opportunity is afforded every

" and as the former is |
; mot possible in a country like this, that

;brought aainst themselves, however

trumpery in its character or vile and

month to all the members and adher- , our rulers must hold their place by re- | nnderhand in its manner. So loag as

ents of
funds,

are sent round quarterly or anuually to® use of Government putrorage, and a

receive contributions for all the Mission

! judicions distribution of spoils among

1

| fess, our Government will command the

contributing to the mission , sorting to all mununer of expedients to! this line of conluct is pursued, confirm-
In still other cases, collectors securo a majerity ; hence that the wise

atory as it is of the principles they pro-

confidence of all right-minded men.

Schemes. o these agencies are some- ; those who support or will support the ; And should they by that conduct aleni-
times added tho state. collections, as ! Govermment of the day is not oaly pro-

appointed by the Assembly, for the sev-» per, but the only possible way of ruling
In very

eral Schemes of the Chv *h.

=3

"our people. In supporting measures

sympathy with their principles, asto
find themselvesin & minority and retire

many of churches, however, no organi- proposed also, the line of argument fol- ; from office, if they do so withont recre-
zation 'exxat:,, in some even the bt.}tul , lowed by politicians in general is simply ! ancy to their professed principles, still
collections are not attended to,and little and solely that of utility and expediency, | the country will have gained smmensely

or nothing is done for Missions.

z! ate such o number of those who have no
i
|
!

A and the Right or Wrong israrely referred in every respect of real importance.

glance at the Fingncial Returns will ; to. In defending measures in like man- , But such an issuo wo fondly hope will
satisfy every observer that the burden ! ner we rarely hear of anything beyond * be averted by the strong p;\blic senti-
of our Mission work is most unequally 2 what law and precedent preseribe. Any-  ment of the great major;tv of the elec-
distributed, and liex on & comparatively | thing that does not transgress law is i ’
small number of our congregations. If , permissible, and thorfore right, for a

every congregation were ‘o do its part legislature; and anything that does 501

with even average fidelity, the rcsults ' transgress eannot be permitted and is

would be most encouraging.

But so: wrong, until the law is repealed. Bo-

} tors of Ontario,

In all the Scriptures a premiumis set
on frank openness.  Deceit, treachery,
and all the practices that grow out of a

el A : . ~want of candor, are in open conflict
long as c.onsrdea,aftu'm1S are found which | also, if precedent can be quoted, either | ywith the Word of God. When Christ
pay & supend of $1,200, and expend ' British practice or tho action of former | was on the earth Ho did nothing in

over $2,000 for congregational pur- ' Governmewts in this country, in the, secret.
poses, while nothing is sent for our eyes of very many the question is settled '

Church Schemes proper, and only $6 boyond question; just as if the Govern-
for F:ench Evangelization ; or wuich ; ment of Fngland and our own Parlia- i :

. N e - It is th t i i
pay s stipend of $600, and send only. ment had aever made a mistake, or! pulatiolx(ir :x?dml:f t(}’)ggtgli;ﬁggsab 'ir:(? n:)f
$44 for ull the schemes; or a stipend of , under pressice been tempted to depart
$800, and only $58 for all the schemes; ! from sirict jusiice and rectitude.

or & stipend of $1,000, and only $40’

The prosent Gevernment, we are hap-

1 His life was open. He was in-
finitely above any trickery or fraud, and
in no case spoke or acted as a decciver.
, Some men seem to bo born o sriifice.

. every-day legerdemain, they reem to
_glory in their wizardly achievements.
i 1bis all wrong. Good ends are always
; more easily securad by straightforward-

for all the schemes (and tb~se are taken ' py to see, repudiates all such views. ! ness and honesty than by any kind of

alsiifigt ut random), what can we ex- | They speak plainly in good old fashioned
We may contrast with these, % language of right and wrong, justice and
“tr v The words of the Premicr are:

poct?

songregations with a alipend of $1,600,

aod $1,120 for the schemes ; stipend | I promise you, on the faith of a word

$700, and schacnes

a

$375; stipend §1,- | never yot broken, that . . . the naw

| tergiversation or other management,
He who lives amid coils, and nets, and
| traps will get caught in them some day,
i while he who gcorns to uso them will be
i able to traumple all those of his enemies
under his feet,— United Presbyterian,

BRITISH AMERIOAN PRESBYTERIAN.

ATION IN

HOME EVANGELIZ
GLABGO

(From the Fdinburgh Pacsbyterian.)

Dr.Buchanan givasin a speech, lately
delivered, the following items of infor-
mation: First, the Commission on Re-
ligious Instruction, which met i1 1886,
repurted that, after making the amplest
allowanco for the young, the aged, and
the infirm, the number of persons in
Glasgow attending no place of worship
could not be less than 65,000, the popu-
Intion of the cily being at that time | hie never blanched nor
To eet the destitution thus
rovenled, the Soviety founded by Williom
Collins built abont twenty new churches
When the Disruption
was seen approaching, that work slack-
ened, but afierwards it commenced
afresh, and within seven yenrs aftor
1848 twenty additionnl places of worship
were erected for outel Free Church
Of course by this little
was dona to meet the wants of people

214,000,

in seven years,

congregations,

not previously supplied with ordinaneces,

but the properly agurossive work was
resumed in 1851, in conncetion with the

Wynd Mission, which proved so succoss-
ful that, **as the fruit of its labours,
and by the stimulus it gave to individ-

ual end congregational efforts, it may

fairly bo said that twenty additional
churches have been provided for the
people of Glasgow.” On the whole,

“the collective result of all these special

offorts, and of the coni:mporaneous ef-

forts of other Churches has been fo add
not fewer than 140 places of worship to
the sixty or thereabouts which existed

in 1884."

These are very striking statements,
but the question remains, is the accom-
modation now provided sufficient for the
city? Dr. Buchanan sanswors thus:
«If overy sitting of every one of our
200 churches were occupied every Lord's

day, there would be 70,000 persons of

an age to attend worship for whom not
 solitury sitting would remain. That
one fact 1s decisive as to the formidable
ghortcoming there still is—X will not
sny between the supply and the demand,
but between the supply and need—be-
tween the supply and the actual spiritual
want."”

Tn the face of this, it cannot be denied
that new efforts are needed, and nccord-
ingly, the old Building Society of 1834,
and of 1851, has been revived. Dr.
Buclinnan's proposal is to raise £20,000
in five yenrs, and he has started with
already more than £10,000 subseribed.
But the chairman of the meeting was
even more sanguine. He named £80,-
000 as ths sum to be aimed at, and if
the most mdderate calenlation is real-
ized, that in the localities -vhere new
churches are reared, pound for pound
will be provided, here is the magnificent
progpect of £60,000 being expended
within comparatively short time in the
evangelization of the Western Metropo-
lis, Ours, however, is only one of the
churches intvsested.  The United Pres-
byterian  Church bas also its groat
Church Extension Scheme, end so too,
e believe, has the Established Church.
‘We wish them all great success, and
that of the highest kind. Nor can we
doubt that God has a blessing in store
for a place in whose well-being so many
are showing a generous interest.

DR. COOKE'S CONFLICT WITIL
ARTANISM.

( From the Watchword)

There is no finer chapter in modern
Chureh History than that which records
Dr. Cooke's splendid and trimmphant
conflict with Arianism; and Dr. Porter
has done great justice to it.  We only
regret that the limits of tho space at

our disposal will not allow us to dwell{

upon it at such length as we would de-
sire. There is nothing in all Dr.
Cooke's long, comsistent, and grand
career, more exemplary, instructive, and
cncouraging than the story of how he
set himsclf, as o young man, and al-
mast single-handed, to uproot this dead-
ly heresy from the Synod of Ulster, and
continned at tho work with amazing
perseverance, moral courage, and Chris-
tian wisdom and prudence, till the
Grent Read of the Church, whose glory
he vindicated, crowned his lebours with
the most trumphant and completo sue-
cess. 'Till the end of time, a faithful
minority, however small, may well brave
all manner of calummy, and quietly take
all invidious and insulting designations,
as * bigots,” * narrow-minded men,”
« enomies of comprehension, union,
peace,” and the whole vocabulery of
vituperation, so long as they can point
to Henry Cooke, in hiz patience, faith-
fulness, persevering ]aboriousness, tri-
umphant_victory, and abcunding re-
ward. It has become fashinnable in
these days to scorn a * minority;” and

the timid, the vacillating, the indoleat, i

and all who are anwilling to bear the

voross, are alarmed to have it said fhat

they are in the “minority.” Such a
spirit is opposed to the very genius of
personal Christinnif 7, and traitorous to
the great Protestant Reformation of the
Churches. The record of the greatest
epochs in the history of the Church is &
record of the fidelity, the labours, tho
sufferings, the ultimate trinmph of min-
orities. God Las done great things for
‘Bootland by minorities, snd His hand
and power have frequently been seen in

his preventing majoritios from ¢ over.
whelming" them. ~ Happy they who can
keep the numerical in its own place,
and assign to the mor.! and the scrip-
tural the transcendont power which are
thoir due! At o very early period
Henry Cooke learned this lesson ; and
it was tha one grand secret of the won.
derful influence e wiclded. e began

his career in o miseruble minority, with
even orthodox friends alarmed by his
energy, anl shrinking in moral coward-
ico from giving him their support: but
paused till he
hind swept the petilential hevesy of Arian-
ismn wholly mom the precinets of the
Presbyterian Churchdin Ireland.

SIGNING OF THE CONFESSI N
OF FAITIL
(From the Wat-hword, )

There luws been 2 o<t characteristic
diseussion on the above subject in the
United Presbyterien Presbytery of Glas-
gow, The subject was approprintely
introduced by D, Joseph Brown: and
the motion, which was wnanimnously
carried, was as follows :-—Thut tho
pruotics of asking a minister, after being
ordained or admitted to the Proshytery,
if ho is willing to sign the Confession of
Faith and the Formula, be discon-
tinued.”

From information I have rvecoived, it
may be the case, althongh it scems a
very startling statement, that hardly
any of the ministers of the United Pres-
Dyterian Church have signed ftho Con-
fession of Fauith. They are merely asked
at ordination if they ave wllling to sign
it when required to do o, _Andif the
views of the Glaszow United Presbyter-
ian Presbytery are to become dominant,
oven this very inadequate provision is
to be abolished. It 1s quite plain that
when the Union is completed, the terms
of subscription will be as ¢ frec and
easy” as any one could wish them to

e.

This state of matters contrasts
strangely with the condition of the
Church of Scotland cven in the dark
days of Moderai'sm. Of Principal
TRobertson, long the leader of the Mod-
erate party, and whilo still in the zenith
of his power and influence, it is stated
as one reason for his retiring from all
public business, that hewas « urged and
teazed with & scheme for abolishing
subseription to the Confession of Faith
and Formula, which ke was resolved to
resist in every form."”

The history of dissent in Scotland is
becoming every day more painful.
Ambitious men have abused, and still
are abusing it, for the most unworthy
purposes. In little more than seventy
years after the lrskines and their
brothren left the Istablished Church,
their descendants hadso completely de-
parted from their original principles thot
they changed their Formula,and deposed
the noble M'Crie and his associates for
snying they had done so; and in less
than THIRTY YEARS the very determined
opposition of the minority within her
pale, who were entrenched within the
Constitution of the Church—a Consti-
tution which has beea placed in the
Court of Session in the Cardross case by
tho hands of the very men who are now
mainiaining that she has no Constitution
—ready to satisfy production whenever
it is called for. I trust that steps will
be taken to make this fact known to the
rising generation of our Churek, that all
attempts made to char.ge hor constitu-
tion may for the time to come be
successfully resisted, <> they have been
in the times past.

That declension is more rapid in dis-
senting .han in Established Churches
is an inference which history fully con-
firms.

ADVICE TO WRITERS.

Omit the beginning of your essay.
Most of writers, not used to the press,
imagine t* at a newspaper article i3 only
on srgument and conciasion. Not at
all. The argument is all thae is wanted.
That is, state your ca-e, say your say,
and stop. Do not take time and spaco
to get into the s bject, and moro to get
out of it, but come to it in.tantly, and
stop when you are done.

Dr. Griffin used to say that he couid
put the five volumes of the Bible Com-
mentary into_one volume, and not lose
an ides worth retaining. We believe
he could have done it. And so could
we.

Bo short. The time i short, the
world is very fast now, and readers of
newspapers do not went long articles.
Pack your thoughts inte short words,
shorl sentences nnd short cssays. If
you never do a great thing, never do a
long thing.

Come to the point. If you have no
point, lay down the pen, and do some-
thing clse, rr her than write. It is not
every one who can write for edification,
and 'you may not be one who can.

Be very modest in your estimate of
your own productions, and do not fret
if others esteem them cven less than
you do.—-Netw York Obscrrer,

It cannot be too deO{‘ly impressed
upou the mind thst application is the
p:*-e to be paid for mental acquisitions,
and that it 18 as absurd o expect them
without it, as to hope for a harvest

where we have not sown the seed.



