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af Iccn delîuîcation of character. bright
and %viîîy dialogue. and the skili wth which
shc çan iitctreit us in Indian ice. The stary,
is original and af vivid interest. and ail the
critirs înd in ht sorte 0( this wnter s best
work.

An eveni in Canadian bookdioni ai no
common interest attaches ta the announce.
ment of %V. .1. Gage & Ca.. Limited. that
tbey have ready for immediate publication
a Canadian cdition af **Ilouses af Glaiss"
by -Wallace Lloyd,- the pseudonym, as is
now well known. ai Dr. James Algie. ai
Alton. Ont., a practising physician whose
leasurc hours bave been devaîed, with
remarkable success. ta the production ai a
novti. The book was pubished in the
ttnted S-tates only. and there met tviîh
decidcd fav or. hi was recognized ai once
as a story ai exceptional strengib. fi
attracted some attention from a number of
Carîadian :eaders whîo iollow the new fiction
with care, and was reviewed by several
Canadian editors in a laudatory sîrain.
Ieng hailed as thc work af a nciw writer.
who happened. iortunately. also ta be a
Canadian. the book 'vould. undoubîedly.
bave secuicd a lar-e: sale hitre but for the
fact that ih appeared only in the expensive
clotb U'nited States edîtion ai $ i. 5o. The
possibtîh:y af a large sale for il in ibis mar-
ket iras retarded. until now W. J. Cage &
Ca.. Limited. promise an aitrauLtve editton
in claîh and in paper nt a reasonable pnice
(si and 5oc.> The appearance af - Houses
of (;lass" -wili bc grcîed witb nîuch
curiasity.

Th 'e liarrys." b>' Shan F. Bullock
(cloth si. and paper -5c.). bas an atmas.
phere ai freshness aîid hurnanity about il
which betaken Irish orîgin. Frank Barry
5s a type fioni real fle. The son ai bis
father. bis weakncsses arc a tendency ta
drink ztnd lave for a pretiy face. llraught
up in London ta earn bis living in litcrary
work. bc jourficys ta lreland ta sec the
horne of bis forebears. Although cngaged
ta Marin D)ent. lie promptly procceds ta
make lave la lovely Nan Butler. Weho is
alizady bespoken but who. innocent ai
fliriation. is d.awn toward Frank befare she
is aware of i. Frank gocs back ta London
after a fîiie -philandeuîng'- - there is
humor of an engaging kind in ihis paît of
the b>ook - and marres d1%arîan. The
lcrs. eviaed (rani tbeir borne. migrait ta

London. The mother hinds Frank. wha
weaklv carceals lits marniage. \fter a iew
mccttni:s with Nan he is found oui, bis î'ufe
c.sîs hisn cil. and rial ail hi. explanations
can buîng: her b.u.k. He then pro..ceds.
wcakly a. bc dae> su many things. ta go ta
thc dtvitIili the fuu: lep$ ai tu> lathet. buot

a kind hand rescues hlm and husband and
wife are reconciled.

i is also announced by Messrs. G;age
ihai ihcy will place a new book by Frank
R. Siocicton on tbis market the latter part
ai the nit. lis tille is 1, The Vier af
the Two llforned Alexander -- a work ai
fiction in the humarous vein for which tbis
writer is noted.

THE. C0111. The Great Company - just
Ci-Astk Co 'S appeared as Our last issue iras
11Ol.S. going ta press, so that litie

mare could be donc than ta note the very
creditable form ai this handsomc volume,
which was thcn bound in two styles, anc
îvith an artistic cloili caver emblazoncd with
the arms af the compati). !elling for $3.
and the other in splendid red half.morocco
binding at $5. Since then, a full morocca
edition bas been adcled ai the sanie price as
the latter, having the ams ai the company
on the caver as in the clotb editiori. The
publishers sem to have no doubi thai there
will bc considerable dcmand for bath ai
these editians de luxe. as the presenit
financial condition ai the country makes il
possible for the man ai anistic and literary
tastes ta indulge in bandsomc bindings.

-"*The t;rent Company" is without doubt
the mosi important Canadiaîî bistoncal work
that bas appeared for years. and il is partic-
tilaily gratiying ta those Who are inclincd
ta deplore the fiction-loving tendency of tht
age ga find that Mr. WVillsan bas so handled
bis subjeci that, ithout omiîiing anythîng
of historic value, the very interest ai the
narra tive would satisiy the niost dissipated
taste.

It is impossible lin a bni rcview ta give
any adequate idea ai the vasiness ai tht
task which the l{udson's Bay Comipany
acconîplishcd in shaping the destîny ai hall
a continent for over tira centuries. And
the fact that sa inspiring a theme bas
rcmaincd so long untouchcd in the field ai
literature is only cxplaincd by the unwilling.
ness ai the comriny's afficers Ia give access
ta its archives, whence atone the bulk ai
the materiai for such a work cauld be
abtained. Through the courtesy ai the
preseni governor ai the campany, Lard
Sittcona. this difficulty bas been remnoved.
and every iacility granîcd the author ta
tender the narrative completc.

Tht result is one of the most fascinating
hi>iories eer ivritten. Tht rcader is
charmed ai the vcry auiset by the tomnantic
carter of those two intiepid fur-traders,
Radisson and Groseilliers. wha, having
traveled far and wide thraugh tht great
Noribwet. first 'ealized somcething ai the
enarmaus >aealth ta be abtained from the
iurry derniiens ai ibis vast tegion. anîd ilien,

being unable ta arousc an aggressive spirit
in their cauntrymen ai Quebec, conceived
tht idea ai circurnventîng French autlîority
by using the Hudson Bay rouie, and ai
turning ta tht Englislî for support. M~
failing ta find patrons i Neiv England, tht
dauntless pair set out for Pais. but ta rncet
wlith no better success. White Ibere, hair-
ever, they wert jained by a certain Colonel
Cari', who in Boston bac! strongly advised
them ta go ta the English King. and now
iurnished Groseilliers wiîh a letter to Prince
Rupert. This adventuroiis spirit, ai whom
'%r. Willson paints a mast attractive picture,
entered heartily inta tht enterprise. and
Tht Honorable Campany of Merchants-
Adventurers Trading into Hudson Bay
came iat bcing, an institution which sur-
vived nearly ail conditions and ait regimes,
and for twa full centuries existed unshorn ai
ils greatness, and endures suit, -as Mr'.
Willsan says, the anc enduring pillar in tht
New World mansion.

It is naîiceablc.that. froni the very outset,
the abject ai the campany iras ta make its
trade permanent. And, in arder ta acconi-
plish ibis. tht company froni tht beginning
rejected tht plan ai seelcing ta exchange
"-glass beads and gilded kick'shaws" for
furs, and cndeavored ta provide tbe 1 ndians
-with weapons for killing or ensnaring tht
gaine, as ivell as with k'n'ves, hatchets and
ketiles. which were indispensable for dress-
ing it and for prepatin'g pemmincan. And
ta such -tn extent iras this policy successiul
that within a few years the natives bail hast
the use ai the boîv. and arraw. and irben
ball a century inter Fort Nelson was captured
by a French military party flot equipped
witb trading supplies, hundreds ai the abor-

igines died front starvatian iithin tweny
leagues ai the fort.

Perhaps no part af NIr. Willson's book is
more intcnscly interestlng than bis accounts
ai tht expeditions af \rerandîye, litane,
and %îlakecnzie, thase intrepid explarers.
vho with tite or na encouragement froua
others. in the face ai terrible difficulties and
dangers ai every turfi. and in spite ai tht
faint.bcartedness and treachery ai iheir
lolloirers. carried ail before themn by their
indomnitable caurage. and. finaily. eacb in a
différent direction. reacbed the uîmasi
lîmits ai ibis î'ast country. In decsibing
their jaurficys Mr. WVillson bas caught/jl'e
truc stîrit ai the explorer and caimes tht
reailer wiîh bum. noir despaiimg. noir hope-
fui. until tbeir abject is afcomplished. ln
fact tht auihor's style îbroughaut is rapid.
easy and flowing. -and he bandits bis sub'
jtect in a masterly manner. Mr. Heming's
drawings arc tht flnishirg tcuch. for r.o
ather living artii is Sa 'î'cll able ta depici
the Northwrest. sis scenes and ils people,
as ibis young Canadian.


