
14 BOOKS AND NOTiONS.

covered books froin our Amncrican com-
petitors which would otherwise be purchased
from Canadian wholesale and retail dealers.

Therefore, we respectfully pray for a re-
duction of the postal rate on periodicals and
paper covered books ta one cent pet lb., the
saine as in the United States. so that we iay
be placed on an equal footing with our
American competitors.

THE ASSOCIATION AND THF
DUTY.

Thefollowing petition wasforwarded to the
Minister of Fiance froin the Booksellers'
and Newsdealers' Association of Ontano
To Tu Hios. GEo. FosTEkt,

Minister of Finance, Ottawa.
StR,-At a meeting of the ilooksellers'and

News Dealers' Associaticn of Ontario, held
at this offire, to-day, the following resolution
was carred unanmously :

it was noved by MIr Bain, and seconded
by Mr. Wallace, "That this meeting of
Booksellers' and News Dealers, representng
the Booksellers' Association of Ontario,
hereby enter an earnest and emphatic pro-
test against the petition presented to the
Minister or Finance and Customs for an in-
crease in the dut) on Ainerican reprints of
British and foreign books, periodicals, pa.n
phlets, etc., and ta point out that the increase
asked for means a total duty of from 5o to
teo per cent.. and or. a class of books, peri-
odicals, etc., that it will not pay to pnnt and
publish in Canada,even couldit be doncwith-
out recerence to copyright, which, of course,
cannot. That the tradewould lose alargeand
profitable portion of their business, and our
people deprived of the chtap editions of such
works, besides resulting in a large loss of
revenue to the Government, as t.. :ncrease
in duty asked for would most certainly great
ly limit, il net entirely piohibit theirimporta-
tion. In this class are included the works of
such authors as Dickens, Scot:, Carlyle,
Lever, Shakespeare, %lacaulay and al] the
old standard works of British and foreign
authors,and thateven were the importation of
such books, periodîcals, etc., entirely pio.
hibited. the ptittioners would not, because
they could not without loss, print and publsh
themn in Canada, and furither that the said
increase in duty would be most unfair in its
operations, because it would bear alnost en-
tirelv on the p>or classes, while on the more
expensîve editions it would hardly be felt.

And it has turther resolved to ask the
Goverment that tht petition of the Employ
ing Printers of Toronto be not granted, and
that no change in the present d'ty on books
and periodicals be made.

In accordance with this resolution we feel
assured that we have only to bring these facts
to Vour notice, to convince you of ithe unfair
and unreasonable demand of the Employing
Printers of Toronto. and to respectifuliv ask
that their petition be not granted, and that
there bc no change made whatever in the
present duty on books, periodicals, etc.

We have the honor to remain, sir, your
moit obedient servants,

J. Il. MtclFAN, Sec.-Treas-, Ont.,
B1ookselle.< Association, Toronto.

,Srgned , A. S. IRviSî. Chairman.
Executive Committee,

Ontario Ilooksellers' Association.

The following is the petition, of the same
tecor, (orwarded bv Monreal Book and

cwisdealers:-
To the Honorable (E;tE E. FOSTFi,

Minister of Finance. Ottawa.
St -We, the undersigned Booksellers

and NeewsdeaIers of Montreai, having learn.
cd with great concern of the recent petitions

made to the Guvernient to increase the
tarifT on Bocks, Periodicals and lamphlets,
beg most respectfully to enter an emphatic
protest aganst any addition being made to
the present rates of duty collected.

We are fully convinced that shou. the
duty on American reprints of British and
foreign authors be advanced te the figures
proposed by the lrinters' Association of
roronto, it would cause not only a loss of
revenue to the Government through the
actual prohibition of importation, but would
prove disastrous also to the bookselling in-
terests of the country at large, and deprive
the poorer classes of the advantages they
now enjoy in the way of chtap and good
literature, whilte its efect wou'd be Iightly
felt by the purchasers of the more expensive
editions. Periodicals which are now heing
admitted free of duty could not possibly,
from their vanety and the nature of their
contents, be reprnted in Canada, and any
imposition of duty would be keenly felt by
Newsdeaters andpr:vatesubscnbersthrough-
out the Dominion.

Hence we have resolved te submat our
unted request that the petition of the
Employng n>rinters' Association of Toronto
be not entertaned and that nc action be
taken by the uovernment toward any change
in the dutes levied on perodicals and
books.

BOOK-PLATES.

The taste for elegant and choice books
if undoubtedly spreading, and just now there
is quite a craze among book.lovers for the
collection of those lttle labels which are
placed in books as marks of possession, and
are usually known as book.plates. New ones
are every day beng designed, and much
artistic excellence is exhibited in the designs.
Most possessors of books like to write their
names within the covers, and some, going a
little further, have their names pnnted on -i
ticket to place inside their boaks. Here we
have the book.plate in its simplest form.
Every one must have come across in some
old volumes the following doggerel. which
appears in all kinds of illiterate writings:-

[John Robinson' is myna:nc.
And England la my nation.

London is m3y dwetlling.laco,
And Christ is my sa vation.

It is amusng to note the difference be-
tween the large and the small collector in
the expression of his right of possessior..
The great book lovers Maioli and Grolier in
the fiftecnth century stamped upon their
beautiful volumes the Iberal information
that the books were for themselves and for
thpir friends, and several other collectors
used the same expression. while ont went so
faT as te state on his book.plate that his
volumes were not for himself but for others.
H ow far these liberal sentiments were car.
red out we cannot tell.

Let us nnw Iook at the other side. One
man :as so niggardly in the use of his books
that he had inscribed an each. " This book is
stolen from the sibrary of-." A very
pointed inscription, though not so bad as tht
last. was the verse : " The ungodly borroweth
and payeth not agan''

The notion thut a borrowed book seldom
finds ils way back to its original home is a

deep-rooted one, and is variously expressed
un book-plates. The following lines are 4!
cormmon occurrence.

if thou art borrowed by a triondt.
lt4ht welcone shatl he b.

Tr read. to Ntudy. not to tend.
liut to return to zno.

Not that itnmparted kiowledtce dot1h
Ihmîinitsh ler:itng' store,

But books, I ld, if oftei lint
Itettrà tu ino ai inor.

Sometimes the inscriptions refer more to
the treatntent of bocks when lent than to
their return, as this one :-

Fear not, nor boit not:
Read alt, but spoi iot.

The next might with advantage be borne im
mind by those who are careless im the treat
ment of books:-

If a one should borrow ino
Pr eilpme cteau,

o ain net like the linon oloth
Tiat can be wash'd ageln.

There are many more verses nculcating a lile
sentiment, but the above are sufficient as sai
ples.

Book plates appear to have taken thens
rase in Gerniany, or at all events the earliest
exampIes known to us are connected wrth
that country, and with the great master,
Albert Durer. Wilibald Pirkheimer wa3 a
great friend of Luther and Melancthon, and
he possessed a god library filled with the
works oftheearly reformers Inthese bookb.
many of thein large folios, he placed hi>
famous book-plates; one ofthese was a wood
cut designed by Durer, which contaned
Pirkheimer's arms and those of his wife with
much emblematica! surroundings-the other
was a copper-plate portrait at Pirkheimer
also bv Durer, which must have been a speak-
inj. likeness of the burly juris of Nuremberg
The books which are adorned with these vah.
able book-plates were bought by the Earl of
Arundel, the famous connoisseur and col-
lector, from whom they descended to Henrv
Howard, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, whn
presented them to the newly formed Royal,
Society, on the suggestionofJohn Evelyn,the
Dîanst. Durer madesevera book.plates for
his fnends, which aredescrrbed nThausing a
valuable lite of the artist. One for Lazaru3
Spengler wasdesignedin 5 1 5,andinthe Brit-
ish Museumthere isadrawingofthe same date
wh:ch bears the inscription, "Albert Durer
did this for Melchior Pfinzing's book." The
plate for Hieronymus Ebner, of Nuremburg,
ale designed by Durer, is dated i5i'.
Becore taking leave of German book-plates
we must mention a very curious one of John
Faber, Bishnp of Vienna, who was called by
his admirers the "hammerer of hereics" on
account of the cunous statement which it
contains. The Bishop in 1540, the ye.r
.Jefore he died, bequeathed bis books te tht
College of St. Nicholas in Vienna, and he
had a book-plate designed for the purpose,
with this inscription fin Latin) upon it --
•This book was bought by us, Dr. John
Faber, Bishop of Vienna.. .. and since, in-
deed, that money (which purchased this
volume' did not arise from the revenues and
properties of our diocese, but from our own
most honest labours in other directions : and
therefore it as free to us to give or bequeath
the book to whomsoever we please: We ac-A-
cordungly present it to our College of St.
Nicholas: .and we ordain this volume shall
remain for ever for the use of the students.:

The collecting of book-plates is so far an
cvil that thtir lables are often taken out of
books where they are of more interest than
when collected with others in a scrap.book.
But it is useless complaining, for the mania
bas laid hold of a large number of collectors,
and a strong illustrtson of the way in which
the taste bas spread is to be found in the
faci that during the last few weeks a special
society of book plate collectors has been
formed.-Lpndon Daily Chronicle.


