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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

A LIMITED CONSTITUENCY.

HE weekly and manthly output o!
Nernry materinl ln London and
New York s amnzing ta everyone
whe Is In 0 posltlon to really know ita
Ltk and itx varlety. The amazement
s1laen from severnd caunes ; from ths con.
sderntion of the vast number of people
chigagel ju this cnormons produrt | the
annt ctivities, intellectual, wmechnnleat,
financial nwl commercinl which are sus.
tained and stimulated by and for it
and the mystery which prevalls as to the
conrumers of nl! thin material. It Ie al-
jeged that gold mining is the most pro-
fitles- of all forms of business enter-
pilae Ju the aggregate. But ane cannot
nelp thinking that the actunl profit on
this vaxt output ol the printing press
st e very small. No one who keepa
I tonrh with many people can all to
be piruck hy the faot thnt although
there s such & gr.at outpouring ot
reacling matter there are apparently fow
readers  The newapaper o the only
printed production wileh has o constl-
tiency that I abvious to us ull; but
the grontest newspapera in the world
do not reach more than a small percent-
age o! the peuple. All the circulations
ot nll the papers wouk! satill leave a
Inrge marglu of peaple who see DO News-
paper at all.

In #n wmore remarkable manner the
snme thing s true of magazines end
#1111 more true ol books, The people who
dee not read any magazsines are as a
thousnd to the one who re (Ix ¢ven one
wagazine. The people who do not rend
Tes ks are As tea thousand to the one
wha habitually ada hooka,  And the
(a1 In that in spite of the overwhelm-
tnje onipat ol the prees, the constltuency
for 1t 1= really very hnitesd ¢ and there
ta a2l an evtended constitueney of al-
et untmnginable dmenslons walting
jor the titerature of the future, which
cnn e bpaaght cheaply ts thelr doors,
A agaple teat would shiow how small s
e conrtiluency for even the most re-
snghable boaks, We uny suppuose that
M anlay’s History Ix une of the hest
Jn .nn Lanks in the English language,
and one wmore titked about, one more
iten referred 1+ {1 othier books than any
other of the same kind, Yet we venture
1« A} hnT 1! vne were ta wlef at A
nirvet corner the 1iret ity men of mhddle
age o1 under whe passed, aml asked
th-an 1f 1bey Ll preand Mncaunlay's 1iis-
11y, Bot Wore tuan five of them would
e found te have read It In splte of
1t great farctnatlons, (s greil sUCCOsS,
ft= © mrlanl Vegue, 1te apparent popu-
Jarity . 31 it mat in faet popular at
all . nul vast multitudes of reading peo-
pL have never boked into 11 The fact
1% thnt M A Uosek were really “populnr’*
really rearhal the great public, and had
A sale nmong the pecple who read it
and luved 11, ot goud volume wwuld
smake an author's or & publisher's for-
tuue.

A ROOK BY CHILDREN.

FORETASTE of what the gener-
ation that is approaching wma-
turity will be able to yleld In

the way of essay, tale, poetry, and his-
torje narrative s afforded In a little
volume Just published. It Is entitled
« fen, Forest and Prajrie: belng Storles
a! Life and Adveature In Canada Past
aud Present, by Boys and Girls in Gan-
adn's Rchools.''  These stories were se-
lected by the Rev. Charles J. Cameron,
AM, F.U.S8, from about 5,000 stories
written for prises olfered by the Mont-
renl Witnean during three successive
yenrs., The task of awarding the priges
wir entrusted to Dr. 8. E. Dawson, Dr.
J. M Harper, Prol. Roberts, Mr. Wm.
Houston, Mr. Justloe Ally, amd the Mar-
quls o! Lorne for the tirst nml the Mar-
quis vl Dutferln and Ava for the second
and third competitions cone:nted to
awand the Dominion prises. Mr. Camer-
on hus fixed upon {Hty-five talex, having
In view a [alr representation o the dit-
ferent provinces as well as the merit of
the compouitions, Miss May S>by Hol-
den, the winner of the Dominjon prize
in the firt competition, Is a  young
lady who resldes in St. Johums, Nfid.,
in the wecomd and third year: It was
awarded to Mlsms Maude Snuaders, of
Laurcnceton, N.&. The subjects are vari-
ous. Sowe of them relate to Incldenta
ot herolsni, adventure or peril that hap-
pened under the old regime ; others per-
tain to the Louyallst cycle; the war of
1812 furnishes themes for others; the
rebelliona ol 1837 under Papineaun and
Muckenzle are not forgottien ; neither are
the fenian ralds aud the half-breed ris-
ngs. From Newoumiland to Vancouver
no reglon In Britlsh North Amerlea has

tafled 1o supply scenex o young nar-
ratars. In tlwme the range I1s 4 quarter

ol n wmillenlum, The Huron misslons,
the romance of Acadie, the wars be-
tween New Franse and New England,
the Revolutlon and lts sequel, the Loy-
allst scttlement, ploneer life, wouodderaft,
shipwreek, wscaling, the potlatel, the
blizzand, the H. B. Co.,, hounted and
other famous houwes, the tralts of In-
dian character are among theesubjects
o! the storles. Not the least Interesting
contribution In the book s from the pen
of n youug Itallan lady (Lille Loukex)
and Is an attempt to account for the
presence o1 the aborigines In the now
world on the {lrst arrival of Europeans.

The editor has deemed it best to leave
crrars of statement and date uncorrect-
¢, giving the storics just as they were
went In. It might hiave bean well to vec:
tity such mistakes In an occasional {foot-
note, as young readers may take 1f for
granted that what Is precented to themn
iu bouk form has the stamp of accuracy.
As a Montrealer, I should llke to have
sten A few pages devoted to our clty's
ntory, especlally In this anniversary wea-
son. When I smw the heading, ** The

Haunted House,” I naturally expected
to find the Interesting account of the
MeTavish manston, which was one of
the oontributions published in the Wit.
news,  The McTavish famlly played no
wunimportant part in the enterprise of
the early Britlsh perlodl, and the monu-
ment glves & living Interest ta the story.
In the Intelljgent nccount of a potlatch
festival contributed hy Merle Halllday,
ot Victorin, B.C., there la record of a
curlous lnstance of Indlan magie or sor-
cery which pugted the witneswes. When
the Britlah Assoclation met In Montreatl
a committee was appointed to laveatl-
gate the phynical characters, languages
and industrial and social conditions of
the North-western tribes of the Dowmin-
fon, and several reports on the subject
nave been published from year to year.
The potlatch and other ustges o! the
British Coiumliicn tribes, thelr sRbaman.
istlc practices, thelr secret societles,
thelr oceremomial dances, etc., are here
fully deacriled, but nothing wo perplex-
ing ax Master lalliday’s feather trick
seenis to have come under the notice of
the Investigators.

WAR IN WALL PAPER.

A storm ‘s brewlng la wall paper husi-
ness circles because of the alleged efiors
of the Natlonal Wall Paper Company o
oycott  mmunufacturers wiho are not
working in harmony with that corpora-
tion. The Nakiomal Company s sald to
control 80 per cent. of the entire outpus
of the Unlted gitatesa, andl it iz clalm-
ed that they have secured almost the en-
tire tmide of thoe country by oflering »
rebate of 10 par cent. to Ruch jobbers
and retall dealers who purchass thelr
supplies exclusively fram firme thak, are
controlled by the combine. The (mode
o! procedure !s to hnve the customer sign
” contract each year, at the end of which
he must make an affidavit to tho elfect
that he has wnot during the year pur-
chaxed any goods tfrom outside flrms. All
accounts ynust be ecttled 30 days Lefore
the relxite 13 allowxd, the object of thils
time allowance Lelng to give the com-
bine firms 2 clLance to rencw the year-
1y cont¥act. It is also claimed that the
combine contemplates increasing the
price of wall paper by shutting down a
number of mllls In order that stocks may
be reduced to & very low llmit. Tl 20
per ocent. o! fhe manufacturers not (n
the combine ure preparing to organise
in the near future for the purpoes of
tighting the National Company, and be-
lleve that they will have the suppoet
0! the reallers, wlio nonv suffer because
2 number of large johbars are allled with
the hig conocerns, and are givea such fav.
omble terms that they can undersell al}
outslde houses. The retatlers claim that
the trmde Is deanoralised and prolits re-
Jduced to the stavvation point by the em-
croschment luto thelir domaim by houses
supposed to be strictly jobbers. It S/l
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