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THE BIBLE RECORD OF MAN’S ORIGIN.

Regarding the scriptural account of the origin of
man, James R. Nichots writes 1in Jlems of Interest
as follows : « Whether it be regarded as 2 legand
of very early times, a story characteristic ot the
Eust, or as a supernubtural revelution of mans
genesis, . . thereis in the narative cer-
tain internal evidence, which, independent of all
other considerations, lends to it a startling siguifi-
cancy. ‘T'he prominent incidents of the transaction
50 briefly preseawd are wondertully in accord with
possibilities ; there is evideuce of a wise adaptation
of means to e .ds.

We are told without any show of hesitancy that
man was made out of the “dust of the carth”;
that is, he came from the sune generai motier or
source as all oiganic life, 1 the stutement were
that he was formed out of the rucks or oul of the
trees of the garden, 1t would be far fess sign.ficunt
of his true chemicul constitution as made kuown
throu.h madern rescarcu. 1o tne “dust of the
earth ” we have an cxpression which may Le
interpreted to mean the soil of the earth, wnich
includes both the organic and worganic consti-
tuents found in ths physicat viganizaion of man.
In this material we nbave lune, patash, soda,
magnesia iton, pho~phorus, iude d quite all the
chemical bodies essential to man's organismm. In
the humus of th? soil We have the materiuls needed
for the formation ot living tissuss, tae caibon,
bydrogen and uitrogen. Twe suurce from which
man is stated to have been derived is seen to have
been fully capuble ot supplying every needed
element without tue interposition of a muacle to
summon tbe mole.ules from af r. A humau
nariater of such a stupendons trausaction, would
bardty have <lowed h.s excited imaginti n to go
2o turther than common dust for bis man-m erial ;
he would have selected the clear air Jbout him ;
the chiemical nature of which was to him @ my stery,
or he would have interwvoven th: rainbow or che
gorecous hues of the seit ng sun into the nobile
form of man.

After the completion of the strucrure, a still
more importaat act remain d to be accomplished—
the cndowmen’ of life. The narr tor proceeds to
sy that «God breathed” iuto the figure of man
the breath of Vife.” 'L'nis language and ~tatement
is even more remarkable than that reluting to the
forwa‘*ion of the body. From what we know of
the mind or soul of man, we cannot give it & lower
place th nis assigued in the narative; it must be
#breath,” or an em nation from the Crestor; it
must be the closest, most aistinctive representa-
tion of the Supreme int lligence of all priuciples
in the unpiverse. It is infinitely bigher than
matter; it is a part uf @ Divin® originator. If this

were only an Eastern tale, told by an ancieut
story -teller, he weuld have wziven lite to hi- figure
by ugeneies far d fleren j the statement would be
tuo tame to meet his own inclination or the wishes
of bis listeners.  Whoever wrote the tirst chapters
of the book of Genesis, it is certatn he was no
ordinary chrenicler; he was destitute of the
gorgeous imagination so coamon to the authors of
tue legends and tales of the Eist, «nd was clair-
voymt in a high d.gre.. He mist have had
whisperings from unscen sources, and baen directed

by a wisdum not coramon to the me of the times
in wuich he Yived . . . . What is called
the Mosaic accoun  of the G_onesis of man, taken ug
a whole, must be regarded ¢even by evolutionists as
remurkable.

BOOK NOTIOCES.

Mavania aND Mavarian Dispasgs, by George Stern-
b rg M.C., F R M.5, Myj and Surg. U. 8. army,
&v., ¢, New York: Willium Wood & Co. for
July, 1384. Clotb, pp. 2 9. Sold only by sub-
scription.

This, like all of Wood's series, especially this
year, is # very haud-ome voluwe. ‘This une is on
aunatbiactive aubject, Lut it is somewhat disappoint-
tug, for, a~ an exchaoge has it, « The well-known
repuitation of Steruberg as an mvestigator of this
subject 1ed to the hope that he had some solution
of the difficulties iu which itis invelved. With
the most painstaking care hie has ransacked gll
~owices for all kuowu facts bearing upon the sviu-
tion of the problem, only to leave the tangle as
wreat us ever.”  Still, the book gives an admimable
histury of-the present knowledge on the subject, and
will well repay careful reading. Relating to tko
naturé o malaria, the autbor says:—+ As neither
the resear. hes woich have besn made nor the specu-
lativus in which we bave indulged have brought us
to the point of answeriug in a definite manner the
question, Whut is malaria 7—we are reduced to the
uccessity of con.luding this chapter with an
acknowledgment of igrorance as to the real nature
of this wid ly distributed poison.

«The question whether malarial poisoning may
result trom the drinking of suface water in malari-
ous regions is one of great importauce. It is well
estabiiched that eateric fever and certain active
fluxes may cesult from the use of coantaminated
drinking water; and in the case of the former
disease we know that even very great dilution ‘oes
not destroy the iufectivus propertics of the con-
tam nat-d water. That fevers h«wing an inter-
mittent or remittent character may aiso be pros
duced in the same wsay cavnot Le doubted. But
we +ave alieady seeu in the introduction to the
prevént volume that enteric fevor frequently pres



