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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ART. XXXV.—Cuses of Heart Dosease. By A 1. Moruzs, M.D., Pro-
itssor of Medicine, McGill Cullege.

Among the remarkable deviations from wormal structure which pa-
thological urat my continually brings to vur view, there is none .nore
singular than the obstructions to the cirealation, which are {requeatly
observed in the orifices of the heart. 4 parwre, we should readily ulicw
that life might Le continuced, votwithstanding a cousiderable co-arctation
of those outletss but even then we nught expect cvasderable disturu-
ance of the system. Such we find to be the case in numerous instances,
but ubservativn has shewn, that very great difiiculties oceur in esdea-
voring to predicate the wmount of heurt discase from symptoms, or from
physical signs. One case will exlubit all the distressing effects of im-
paded circulativa, when the amount of ebstruction is by no means great ;
while 1 other cases, lite wnay e continued, and even cujoyed, with a
dvaree of coastriction that subsequently ereates wonder as to how life
hud Leen sustained. Nuture has provideutly applied a remedy to the
uetoreseen impedinients which arise in the arterl and venous systems.
The univeisal mteriucing ot the smaller branches of the Jarger trunks,
and their nunterous anastomoses amply explain the little inconvenience
cxperienced fiom the ubliteration not ouly of'u jrincipal vesselof a linsh,
but of the worta Hself. 1t is true, u certuin thng is required for the com-
pletion of this process ; but the suceessful operations {for anecurism of the
extremities demonstrate the shortness of the time required in those parts
to repair the injury which the circulation has sustiined.  Although
Surgery Las not shown the sawce thing in regard to the aorta, yet exper-
iment and pathologicul anatomy have abundantly. The well-known
experiment by Sir A. Cooper of tying the aorta of a dog (which was sub-
sequently killed, when the animal had entirely recovered its health,)
proved the possibility of the fact : and although the similar experiment by



