
NONTREAL, OCTOBER, 18W4.

The last number of this journal contained an article headed " The
Lungs of Cties," a subjeet cf all importance in a sanitary poinit, and one
wiich having a publie bearing is in all eirnestness recommnended to the
Consideration of our City Council The question of the desirableness of
a park has been mooted, and we trust the schene will be cerried through
with publie spirit, having in view the general goo1of the entirecity, with-
out reference to those sectional diferences, which appear to divide the
councils of Our corporation.

What is good for the castern section of the city is equaIlly necessary
for the west. It is in cvery way, tberefore, desirable that no cou-
tracted views shall guide those chosen for the work iu sclecting a pro-
per site, and that the saving of a few hun ired pounds will not have any
weight in obtaining suitable and sufficiently extensive grounds for this

purpose.
It should be borne in mind that this is a mnatter which will affect the

comfort and healthfulness of our city; it is to be hoped, therefore,
that no narrow-minded policy vill be adopted in a matter which will be
judged o? by comiing generations. In connection with the subject of
pure air, we propose to say a few words on the pernicious system of over-
crowding buildings. It is the custoni here as elsewhere to cover every
pateh of ground with houses. Persons with small neans acquire a piece
of ground and as a matter of speculation cover every inch with dwellings,
dwellings of seth a class that no person who can do otherwise would oc-
cupy thema. These wretched tenements are forced upon the poor man at
a r:utal considerably greater id proportion thau what is paid by his more
fortunate neighbor, who, from having larger means, eau afford greater
luxuries in the way of house acconmmodation. The system of over-crowd-
ing dwellings is exceedingly pernicious; it aets upon the air and health-
fulness of entire districts, so that the necessities of the poor affeet the
comfort and safety of the rich. This is no idle theory, but one capable of
deionstration, to any personof ordinary intelligence. Inpassingthrough


