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inserted into the root of the trochanter major, and intertro-
chanteric line, have by the separation of these parts*fiom
the shaft of the bone, now ceased to wmfluence its move-
menis—so that in these accidents we find the foot may be
inelined in either direction—its position remaining in
whatsoever way the limb may have been placed.  There is
now no great prevailing muscular influence, pennancmly
to command or preserve the direction of the fovt—neverthe-
less, it may be remarked, that in all these cases, where the
amonut of injury has been so great, that imten~e pain
and suffering shall be caused 1o the patient upon the
icast movement of the limb, this will often be a powerful
inducement for ail the musclesofthe thigh topreserve the limb
spasmodically in a state perfeetly wotionless, so that in all
these cases the toe ix always retained in the position
in which it was placed in the first instance—it is in-
verted or everted, as the case may be. This I belicve is
one of the reasons of the contrariety of opinions expressed
so frequently by surgeons with regard to evertion of the toe,
as a diagnostic sign of fracture of the neck of the thigh-bone
—and which consequently ma, be placed in cither position
by the manipulaiions of the surgeon, and should be
particularly noted during all his investigations.

Fracture of the trochanter major from the shaft of the bone,
ora separation at its epiphisis, may oceasionally ocenr. This
can alone be the effcet of direet foree applied to the par.
It may, from the amount ofinjury to the soft parts, be attend-
ed with considerable, obseurity 5 but caunot possibly be
confounded with fracture of the neck of the thigh-bone.
In this case there can be no shortening of the limb or
impediment to the movement of the joint; except it be from
the pain and swelling of the soft parts, for the coxo-feworal
articulation is still perfect.  On placing the band upon the
hip-joint, we find that the trochamter major is clevated above
its normal position; being drawn up by the action of the
glutei muscles, itis evidently moveable independent of the
shaft of the bone. By pressure {rom above, and powerlul
ahdaction of the limb, we may be very likely to bring the
separated extremities together. In cuse of fracture, we
shall in all probability observe a crepitus; but in case of
diastasis, thismay notbe experienced, as the friction would
in all probability be between the snifaces of the soft
cartilage. The evident want of continaity in the parts
connecting the trochanter major with the shalt of the boue,
which 1s particularly marked upon adduction of the thigh,
will commonly prove a distinet indication ol the pature of
this accident.



